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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


STUDY PREDICTS CRISIS IN RANKS OF OIL EXPORT ORGANIZATION 
Changes in OPEC Structure 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 29 Dec 82 p 13 Supplement 


/Text/ The Oil Exporters’ Policy Research Group is an independent society 
that was established in October 1982 to study and analyze issues related to 
the policies the oil exporting countries are drawing up. The members of this 
group act in their own private capacity and do not represent the bodies with 
which they are professionally affiliated. The members of this group are 
linked together by a common commitment to the issues of the developing world, 
of which OPEC constitutes an integral part. 


The group met at the outset to discuss the difficult pricing situation the 
oil exporters are facing at the present time. However, it realized that there 
was a permanent need for an independent body which would perform studies and 
discuss issues related to the premises on which the exporters concentrate and 
it is determined to continue its activity in the freedom that every independ- 
ent effort exerted in an unofficial manner enjoys. 


This paper is the first fruit of the work of the group. The members of the 
team that participated in preparing the report were Nordine Ait Lahssine, 
'Ali Maydah, Robert Mabro, Francisco Parra, Ian Seymour and Ibrahim Shahatah. 
The group also includes among its members Fadil al-Shalabi and Nur al-Din 
Farraj, who were not able to contribute to this first report. There will be 
a more thorough study of some of the subjects presented he:e in a subsequent 
discussion, and other papers will be published on those. 


1983: A Decisive Year for Oil Prices 


Current conditions in the world oil market present the oil exporting countries 
in general, and the OPEC nations in particular, with a difficult challenge. 
The difficulties that OPEC is facing go back, essentially, to decreasing de- 
mand for oil, which is expected to last another year or perhaps longer. 


It is clear that OPEC will not be able to preserve its cohesion in the con- 
text of this declining demand, if it continues to pursue its present platforn. 
The organization at the present time is faced with internal and external pres- 
sures that are imposing harsh restrictions on it. The foreign threats, in 

















particular, come from other major producers, such as Mexico and the United 
Kingdom, whose pricing policy has had a direct effect on OPEC. From within, 
pressures are arising from the insistence of some member countries to raise 
their production levels by resorting to price discounts in various forms. 


The threats of an oil price collapse have been renewed. Although demand will 
witness a seasonal increase during the winter quarter, temporarily reducing 
the severity of these pressures, there is an obvious possibility that demand 
will fall again in the second quarter of 1983, to a point where a price war 
may flare up, as soon as the producers start to compete among themselves to 
acquire bigger shares of the dwindling oil market. In fact, some producers 
whose production in the organization shrunk somewhat last year may find ther- 
selves comme!led to make radical discounts off official OPEC i cfces, 


This study has the aim of analyzing the problems facing the producing countries, 
examining some of the countereffects arising from the price collapse, and 
recommending ways to guarantee that they are avoided. 


The Goals of the Exporting Countries 


Since late 1973, OPEC has been able to control the crude oil reference price 
in the markets of international commerce and has thus been able to guarantee 
the member countries tangible material benefits. The basic objective of OPEC, 
whether openly declared in its constitutional documents or otherwise, is to 
regulate and set crude oil prices. 


The measures OPEC has taken with respect to prices are of two kinds, as re- 
quired by the conditions of the oil market. When the market has suffered from 
a contraction, OPEC has responded to that by raising prices, either abruptly, 
as happened in 1973, or gradually, over a period of time, as happened between 
1979 and 1981. However, there were major differences between these two stages, 
although they were not noticeable on most occasions. In December 1973, the 
OPEC oil ministers took stock of the probable future costs of alternatives in 
determining the new price levels, while the official increases in prices be- 
tween 1979 and 1981 occurred in conformity with the movement of the spot mar- 
ket, with a time lapse between the two. In the period 1979-1981 occurred in 
conformity with the movement of the spot market, with a time lapse between the 
two. In the period 1979-1981, the pricing patterns that OPEC set out were to 
a large extent affected by short-range indices that werse not obviously con- 
nected to such long-range factors as the prices of competing alternatives. 


In the slack market conditions, OPEC's response has been embodied in the con- 
trol of prices. This was applied in 1980 and also in 1977-78, and we see it 
happening now. This ability to control prices in slack market conditions is 
the phenomenon that is least conspicuous to the eye, but it may be the most 
significant achievement that the oil producing countries have realized; we 
must not belittle its importance, and take account of the normal performance 
of primary commodities, whose prices tend to plummet to extremely low levels 
whenever demand drops. 








The ability to regulate prices in a slack market depends heavily on market 
shares. OPEC, until recently, had an abundant share of oil exports in the 
world, and dominated a significant share of world oil production, if not of 
world energy supply. However, these shares started to shrink greatly, and now 
a new situation has arisen which might prompt OPEC to believe that the attain- 
ment of its main goal, that of controlling the price of oil, has become con- 
tingent on a new objective, although an important one as well, which is to re- 
gain, then hold onto, a large share of the relevant energy markets. The oil 
situation is no longer as favorable for OPEC as it was in the past. In addi- 
tion, control of the market, which in the past was considered a matter beyond 
dispute, on grounds that it was a solid fact, must now become a goal that 
present and future strategies are aiming toward. 


It is also important that we realize that the OPEC member countries are trying 
to realize goals that are related to increasing their revenues individually, 
in addition to the collective goal to which it is committed, which is embodied 
in the control of prices and the guarantee of consolidated market shares. De- 
mands for revenues in the oil exporting countries have increased noticeably 
because of the patterns of spending the countries adopted directly in the wake 
of the increases that occurred in oil prices in the seventies. Perhaps the 
governments realized that they had to preserve these levels of spending on 
numerous economic and political commitments, but they must realize that waste- 
ful spending is no longer compatible with the goal they are aiming at, which 
is to defend the oil price structure. 


The OPEC member countries' readiness to cooperate among themselves might be 
shaken when a conflict arises between their individual revenue goals and the 
collective goals of OPEC, as embodied in the control of prices and preserva- 
tion of control of the market. This is a familiar conflict, one that can 
arise whenever the desire to realize short-term needs conflicts with the ef- 
fort to veap benefits over the long range. 


There is no doubt that the OPEC member countries have learned, through 20 
years of association and shared experience, that solidarity and the control 
of prices alone can guarantee the attainment of the lofty benefits of all of 
them, especially when the market is soft. No one in these countries in real- 
ity wants to inflict damage on the boat that they are all riding. Panic will 
of necessity grip all of them if competitive price discounts lead to the 
emergence of a severe collapse in price. 


If this is the situation, how can one explain the behavior of the people who 
are deeply involved in the competitive price discounting process? There are 
two likely explanations for this. The countries which deviate from the line 
on prices are of two types: they either feel that the restrictions imposed 
on their revenues have reached an intolerable level, and they are therefore 
not concerned with the realization of long-range goals, or they hope, deep in- 
side themselves, that OPEC will be able to rise above and avoid the damage 
that has occurred to its control of the market through these countries’ ef- 
forts to realize their short-term goals of strengthening their revenues. 














We can now deduce two practical conclusions from this analysis, one of which 
is our awareness that the compulsion of some OPEC member countries to pursue 
this competitive behavior, in conditions of tightness and strangulation, under- 
lines the need to create an OPEC "safety net."’ The OPEC countries that are 
the least immune must be provided protection from the effects of drops in their 
revenues which they cannot tolerate, through the creation of a specifi- form of 
financial or other support to which the other member countries of the organi- 
zation will contribute. That will have the effect of strengthening the organi- 
zation and consolidating the chances for its success in attaining its major 
goals, The second result would be to enhance our awareness that if some OPEC 
countries pursue this competitive conduct, in the hope that the other members 
will undertake to repair the damage, that will call for a Seve opnese in the 
-oc2ess oF diaiocue and understanding among member countries _° che eftfor 
explain their poSitions, and all of these countries witli have to reach an un 
derstanding on what the other countries can and cannot do, the burdens cep 
can assume, and the limits that it is not reasonable for them to go beyond. 


Those countries which adhere to the official price level and as a consequence 
oear all the impact in demand and losses in the volume of exports, as a conse- 
quence of the competitive behavior their fellow members of OPEC, and other pro- 
ducing countries that do not belong to OPEC, are following, cannot infinitely 
commit themselves to playing the role of the source to which one always turns 
in all disasters. The countries which find that their own economic circum- 
stances require that they increase their revenues must evince the sympathetic 
understanding that their fellow members in OPEC show when the latter demand 
reasonable concessions as regards production or export volumes and abstention 
from price competition. 


The responsibility for regulating oil prices in OPEC is a collective one. It 
is a responsibility that is burdensome for those who assume it at the appropri- 
ate times, but it is performed in a better manner when member countries acquire 
a deep understanding of their own abilities and resources. 


The Problems Facing OPEC 


The main goals of OPEC, which are to regulate crude oil prices and to acquire 

a broader share of the market, are facing serious threats now. This brief 
sentence most eloquently expresses the nature of the problem facing the organi- 
zation. It is a problem that one cannot consider the product of the moment; 
rather, it is one which most of us consider to be the result of a series of 
Long, complex developments in which all the forces that take part in the energy 
market have a share, including OPEC, which, as a consequence, bears part of 

the responsibility in this regard. 


By pointing out some prominent features of the current oil situation, one can 
explain the threat to which the role of OPEC as the custodian of price regula- 
tion is exposed. Although these features have become familiar, it would be 
beneficial for us to review them in brief: 














1. The drop in world energy demand: 


The increase in the rate of decline in world oil demand in the last 3 years, 
which has been the result of a number of factors in combination. 


First, the slowdown in world economic activity has had very severe effects on 
demand, not just in the industrial countries but also in the developing ones. 
The drop in energy demand that has resulted from that includes the results of 
structural changes, some of which are cyclical and some of which are permanent 
in nature. The recession is afflicting industries which require more intensi- 
fied energy use than other sectors do, while industrial structural technolog- 
ical changes are prompting the manufacture of new products that are less 
energy-consuming. 


Second, the reaction of consumers to higher energy prices has had an effect on 
energy demand and supplies in general, and on oil in particular, and the in- 
crease in energy prices (when passed on to the consumer) has led to the follow- 


ing: 
Economies in the use of oil, and the substitution of other forms of fuel for it. 


The development and improvement of oil consumption technology and the means of 
or for managing it. 


Increased efforts to search for and develop local hydrocarbon requirements. 


Third, the governments of the industrial countries responded to the changes in 
oil prices in 1973 by calling for the pursuit of policies which have the goal 
of limiting their reliance on imported oil. They founded the International 
Energy Agency for this purpose, among other things. 


The economic summit conferences held in the late seventies missed no opportun- 
ities to set forth objectives related to energy, including the determination 


of maximum import levels. 


The effects produced by these factors, which were combined with one another, 
led to the creation of a severe drop in energy and oil demand. One result of 
that was the fact that the overall energy density in the main consumer econo- 
mies (the units of energy consumed per unit of gross domestic product) dropped 
perceptively (see Table One), and the drop in the density of oil was the most 
severe. In almost all cases it accounted for all the drop in the consumption 
densities, as a result of being replaced by other types of fuel. 


These figures show that the volume of energy used in the region of the Organi- 
zation of Economic Cooperation and Development countries as a whole to the 
output of one unit of gross domestic product dropped by 8 percent from 1978 

to 1981, while oil's share in this unit of energy dropped by 24 percent. If 
we look at the great size of these changes in the density of energy and oil, 
we will see that an economic revival is to be ruled out in the future until 
there is an increase in demand for oil that is in keeping with economic growth 


rates. 


wat 




















2. Non-OPEC exporters: 


In addition to the drop in world oil demand, OPEC is now faced with aggressive 
competition from a new group of oil exporters. Four or 5 years ago, oil ex- 
ports from outside OPEC accounted for a very small proportion of the world 
crude oil trade. Today however, this proportion has risen greatly, and the 
number of exporters has increased. 


These exporters who do not belong to OPEC act like other new arrivals, in a 
market dominated by a few big suppliers: their prime concern is confined to 
gaining a share of the international market for themselves, and they can 
achieve that by raising the volume of the sales they export to the maximum 
possible level. Two factors contribute to the attainment of ‘iis end: 


The preferential treatment that the new oil exporting countries offer to com- 
panies, such as that which operates in accordance with the ranking of company 


shares or purchases on their territory. 


The fact that OPEC offers guarantees to cover the risks of revenue losses 
through its commitment to price preservation. 


That means that the oil companies have valid economic reasons (in addition to 
political ones) to meet demand requirements through suppliers who do not be- 
long to OPEC before furning to OPEC for that purpose. The countries that do 
not belong to OPEC can raise production and revenue levels alike and be sure 
of the results by offering their oil at prices slightly below those of OPEC. 


The policies the producing countries that do not belong to OPEC pursue are 
wise ones, from their standpoint, as long as the validity of their supposition 
that OPEC will in any event sustain the price level holds. However, in a 
slack market, competition will weaken OPEC's ability to control prices, since 
the competitive practices will be transferred contagiously from the producers 
outside OPEC to the member countries of OPEC. 


3. Structural changes: 


A great change has occurred in the world oil market in recent years. A siml- 
taneous drop has occurred in the degree of concentration on the sales and pur- 
chase sides of the market. That has led to a great increase in the number of 
transactions and the emergence of a short term contract and spot market, with 
an emphasis on rapid transactions that involve immediate profits. In addition 
to that, the policies of the United States have created a change in the struc- 
ture of the market, since the fragmentation of oil prices and the elimination 
of the rules imposed on imports in the United States have resulted in linking 
the American oil market more firmly to the remaining countries of the world. 
All these changes have led to an expansion in the area where market forces in- 
teract and a weakening of the grip of the people who regulate prices. 























4. Trends in stocks: 


The behavior of stocks played an important part in shaping the market between 
1979 and 1981. During the Iranian crisis, stocks were hoarded to unprecedented 
levels as a precautionary step to cope with the confused supply situation, in 
the first stage. Then the process of building up stocks was devoted to specu- 
lative ends in the second stage since it was anticipated that the prices of 

the lowest grade of oil would rise and adjust to the prices of the highest 
grade. The consolidation of stocks between 1979 and 1982 resulted in the 
emergence of additional demand on top of real consumption, and that contributed 
to the oil price explosion. 





A reverse trend in stocks led to an exacerbation of slack market conditions 
toward the end of 1981 and 1982. A slack market revives hopes and expectations 
of a drop in prices; the normal reaction is to deplete stocks, increasing the 
Slack in the market and strengthening expectations of price drops. The pres- 
Sure begins on producers to reduce their official prices. What is required of 
them at this point, in reality, is that they confirm the judgment that purchas- 
ers have passed on them. The effects of the depietion of stocks in 1982--which 
in reality was tantamount to an additional source of supply competing with 
OPEC--could have been less severe had OPEC managed in preceding years to reduce 
the severity of the growing accumulation which resulted from the mltitier 


price system. 





5. Obscurity around OPEC; 


OPEC inflicted harm on itself when it in turn helped shake the world oil mar- 
ket. Much obscurity surrounded OPEC policy in the first stage between 1979 
and 1981, when it became apparent that the member countries were acting on an 
individual basis, in isolation from one another, in responding to the entice- 
ments of the short-term market, at a time when they clearly lacked an inte- 
grated policy on pricing, then, in the second stage, which began in May-June 
1982, when some member countries star*«d to violate the Vienna production 
agreement and to viclate the production programs and the price structure that 


had been agreed upon. 


No analysis of the current crisis in OPEC would be complete without reference 
to the political schism within the organization, which ultimately led to the 
current blockage in channels of communication among certain member countries. 
This political gap became exacerbated with the outbreak of the Gulf war between 
two members of the organization, Iraq and Iran. In addition to that, the 
economic dispute in OPEC between countries that want to preserve the price and 
those that want to realize maximum production occurred at the same time as the 
political rift and helped deepen it. This has all had its effect on the 
threats of a break in price. In addition to that, this political dispute has 
perforce had an effect on the activities and resolutions of this organization, 
which depends totally on the good will and solidarity its members display for 
its success. It is to be hoped that the weight of common economic interests 


will prevail over political disputes. 








OPEC Production Drop Explored 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 2 Jan 83 p 13 Supplement 


/Text/ OPEC, so far, has been content to play the role of the marginal source 
of supply, increasing its production when world oil demand rises and absorb- 
ing the overall drop when demand falls and competing producers raise their pro- 
duction levels. 


In the sixties and early seventies, with the increasing rates of demand for 
OPEC oil, the member countries faced the threat of the peecere =e ee of 
their cil reserves. If this trend had continued, production 'n the mid-elzhr- 
res would have reached levels which it would not have been pe athe to sustain 
for more than a few years. However, the price increases in the seventies and 
early eighties alone curbed this trend toward the rapid depletion of reserves. 
Nonetheless, and because of the sudden nature of the increase in oil prices 
and the length of the recession, which intensified and went on longer than had 
been anticipated, the drop in world demand for OPEC oil has become so intense 
that it has now started to threaten the solidarity of the organization. Thus, 
OPEC crude oil production dropped from 31 million barrels a day in 1979 to 19 
million barrels a day in 1982 (this figure is in part an estimate). 


It would be worthwhile for us to cast a glance at the relative weight that each 
component of this drop represents (see Table One). 


The drop in demand for OPEC oil may be attributed to two groups of factors. 
Once of these is a short-range conjunction of factors; the other is long range 
and structural. It is clear that the depletion of stocks cannot be repeated 
until the necessary period for building them up again has elapsed. To the 
same extent, the likelihood that further substitutions of OPEC oil will occur 
over the next 5 years, in the form of oil outside OPEC or potential non-oil 
energy forms, is much different than the likelihood that existed in 1977. It 
is possible to make calculations on which one can rely regarding the rates of 
substitution in the future while narrowing the possible eventualities and dif- 
ferences to the point where one can retain the predictive value of these 


estimates. 


The major difficulty lies in determining the percentage of the decline in total 
demand for energy, which has resulted from: 


1. The recession, over the short range. 


2. The long-term structural changes that have occurred in the economies of 
the industrial countries, including ongoing measures to conserve energy. Each 
of these two considerations will have differing effects with the passage of 


time. 


If we believe that the recession is the main cause of the drop in consumption, 
that demand for oil will ultimately increase in response to the requirements 
for economic revival, and that the problem we will be facing toward the end of 











the eighties will take the form of excess demand, not supply, we can deduce 
from that that nothing should prompt OPEC to pursue any course of action in 
the middle term. This viewpoint means that OPEC will be facing a problem in 
the short run only and that all efforts mst now be focused on means to guar- 
antee that the obstacles and pressures arising from the temporary crisis are 


overcome, 


If, on the other hand, we believe that a large portion of this drop is irre- 
versible, in the sense that the change is structural and that the political 
measures of governments and the response of consumers to high prices have be- 
come permanent economic features that have led to a drop in demand, that will 
require that the policies of the oil exporting countries investigate positive 
measures aimed at reversing the course of this trend. In that case they can- 
not indulge in the belief that medium rarge problems will resolve themselves 


by themselves, 


Although our objective is to concentrate on OPEC's difficulties in the short 
range, it would be worth our while to cast a rapid glance at policies bearing 
on the long range (which we hope to study in more detailed form in a subse- 
quent paper). The main issue over the long term is to acquire a total under- 
standing of the factors that determine demand for oil, especially OPEC oil. 
Witiout such an understanding, it might be out of the question for us to de- 
termine if the drop in oil prices, in the real sense, as the claim arises on 
most occasions, will have important effects on patterns of energy consumption. 
There is no doubt that reduced oil prices will result in a slowdown in the 
process of developing alternatives te oil, especially coal, and that they 
could lead to a reduction in the rates of discovery and development of oil 
fields in high-cost areas outside OPEC regions. If all the variables are 
equal, these indices will of necessity lead to an increase in demand for OPEC 
oil. It will be possible to provide further incentives to continue in this 
direction by resorting to other means, for instance conscious efforts to con- 
tribute to the restoration of vigor to the world economy, especially in 
countries of the third world, by offering oil credit facilities and other 
forms of aid and financing energy projects. 


Whatever the situation that ultimately crystallizes might be--whether we be- 
lieve that the current drop in demand is a short-term or a long*term phenon- 
enon--it will be necessary, before all else, to cope with the crises that ex- 
ist now. The policies that are aimed at changing the course of future demand 
in the long run might not help OPEC reduce the obstacles standing in its way 
between 1983 and 1984. It will require long periods of time for these policies 
to ferment, ripen and bear fruit. Their effects might not become crystallized 
until some time has dapsed--indeed, they might result in an exacerbation of 

the situation in the short run, before they lead to the realization of a per- 
manent improvement in conditions. 


However, these are not reasons for repudiating long-range pricing policies-- 
to the contrary, these policies are spelled out and drawn up and mst be put 
into effect as soon as possible. However, the conditional factor in all this 
is that these policies be bolstered by a strategy that is first of all able 














to cope with sudden crises whose occurrence is imminent. In fact, these poli- 
cies could be put to the side for a while if a contradiction arises between 


priorities or goals: the current crisis, with the risks it entails, is one 
that demands immediate treatment. 


Short Range Prospects for Demand for OPEC Oil 


There is unanimity in circles that are involved in economic forecasting that 
the levels of demand for oil in the world (except in countries with guided 
economic systems) will not change in 1983 from their 1982 levels--that is, 
that they will stay within the limits of 50 million barrels a day--and that 
OPEC's share of this demand will be as various analysts predict, as stated in 
fable Two on a@ quarterly basis, 


It is clear that at a time when OPEC could reach the production levels antici- 
pated for the first quarter of 1983 (which are from 20 to 21 million barrels 
a day), the estimated demand for its oil in the second and third quarters 

(18 to 19 million barrels a day) will impose serious burdens and pressures on 
solidarity in the organization. 


In the early part of 1982, OPEC managed to confront the challenge arising from 
the drop in demand to critical levels. The spirit of solidarity and internal 
cohesion and the attitude of reconciliation and concord that dominated the 
member countries enabled the organization to restore order to the market and 
the price structure. However, the organization's ability to resist severe mar- 
ket pressures in the course of the coming spring may be affected by the fol- 
lowing factors: 


l. The financial difficulties that some member countries are suffering from 
may make it difficult for them to exercise the necessary self-discipline to 
serve their own interests over the long range. 


2. Competing supplies outside OPEC, entering the market at lower prices and 
increasing volumes, at a time when two of the charter member countries of the 
organization, which are engaged in a war, may be less restrained in restrict- 
ing their productive capacities, will lead to intensified competition within 


OPEC circles. 


3. Some member countries may increase their resistance to the process of car- 
rying out increasing adjustments in differentials; these adjustments are desir- 
able for re-establishing an orderly, official price structure. 


A lack of self-discipline among certain OPEC countries which are insisting on 
keeping or raising their production levels at the expense of their other fellow 
members in the organization is apparent through the radical concessions they 
are offering in prices. These concessions assume one of the following main 


forms: 
A. Direct discounts on prices. 


B. Extensions of credit periods. This is equal to about 35 cents a barrel, in 
the event credit is extended an additional 30 days. 
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C. The conclusion of transactions by virtue of which crude oil products are 
sold, after being refined, at any price they can be disposed of. The net 
price, that is, the revenues after the sale of the products less the costs of 
refining anc shipment the supplier realizes will be much less than the official 


prices of the crude oil. 


D. Barter transactions in which an artificial inflation of the price of the 
commodities imported takes place, leading, in reality, to the sale of crude 
oil at prices below the official levels. 


E. Global transactions by virtue of which the crude oil is sold at full of- 
ficial government price, but is linked to the purchase of refined products or 
liquified natural gas priced far below prevalent market levels. The overall 
value of these global transactions involves a discount off the crude oil price. 


F, Sales made at the official government price that nontheless include insur- 
ance and transportation costs up to the port of delivery, with the seller de- 
fraying shipping costs in part or in full. 


G. The grant of senerous financial terms to companies retaining production 
shares in some countries, so that they can preserve the profit levels on ship- 
ments reserved in accordance with official government prices. 


As a result of that, OPEC today has become divided within itself, containing 
a hard core whose identity is determined by a commitment to supervise prices 
and a competitive fringe that in its behavior and practices is not different 
from countries that do not belong to the organization. The size of this core 
shrinks when the market proceeds to grow more and more slack, and if matters 
proceed in this way for some time, the few countries remaining within this 
core may ultimately find that their commitment to prices may incur an unendur- 


able cost. 
Results of the Price Drop in the Short Run 


Oil prices may drop if the scope of discounts widens to include those members 
who have abstained from this practice up to this time. While the reference 
to official prices at their current levels continues, they are not the actual 
sales price, and the rates of discounts will proceed tc become gradually in- 
flated under the force of the pressures imposed by the plethora of bvyers who 
are trying to obtain the best deals. 


This type of competitive discount has no theoretical justification beyond the 
limits of the marginal costs of production, and it is not likely that it will 
Stop in actual practice until much damage has been done to the economies of a 
sufficient number of financially weak member countries, to the point where 
they are compelled to agree to a specific system for preserving prices and pro- 
duction shares. This process could take from 6 months to a year, and it is 
very likely that there will be no way to repair most of the damage that may 
have occurred by then. If this scenario of price war and competitive discount- 
ing results in a price drop of several dollars per barrel before agreement 
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on production shares is reached, it is not at all certain that the organiza- 
tion, at that point, will be willing or able to recoup the volume of this de- 


cline in full. 


Another likely development is that the member countries that have preserved 

the official price at a fixed level may decide to carry out a radical discount. 
That is what was ambodied in the warning issued by the oil ministers of the 
five Gulf Cooperation Council countries when they met in Salalah in the Sultan- 
ate of Oman in the middle of October. Such a price discount may be accompanied 
by a commitment to review prices if discounting from these new levels does not 
start and if the member countries do not commit themselves to the production 
shares that have been agreed upon. In either case, price cutting will not 
‘olve OPFC's short-term problems, The main effects of such price discouns 

over the short term, in the case of the exporters, will be as follows: 


A. Direct losses of per barrel revenues, uncompensated by any overall gains 
in volume because of price inflexibility over the short range. Every dollar 
in price discounts, if it continues for a whole year, will mean an estimated 
loss in total OPEC revenues of about $7.5 billion, and this loss, in turn, 
will have grave economic and social repercussions. 


B. The majority of the member countries (especially those that engage in price 
discounting), as well as certain other exporting countries, foremost among 
them Mexico, will face serious balance of payments difficulties that might in 
certain cases become aggravated because of the current commitments they have 

to repay their massive foreign debts. They will also lose part of their bor- 


rowing power. 


C,. The process of giving discounts will most likely resume immediately, but 
from more reduced price levels, since the member countries will continue avid- 
ly to seek a retention or increase in their shares in a market that might not 
expand in the short term. In addition, a reduction in prices might result in 
encouraging discounting activities, rather than thwarting them, because the 
member countries will be given the incentive to try, each on its own, to in- 
crease its sales volume to make up for its revenue losses. 


D. The short range will witness a further depletion of stocks (if the current 
depressed level so permits), since the buyers will hesitate to buy any new in- 
crements while awaiting the occurrence of further price discounts. 


E. According to this supposition, OPEC's power will witness further erosion, 
which will threaten its effectiveness and the collective interests it repre- 
sents. In this event, any steps to restore OPEC's control of the situation 
will become more difficult, because of the collapse in communications among 


its members, 


In addition, a rise in prices will have contrary results as far as the oil im- 
porting countries are concerned, in spite of the balance of payments gains 
they might realize over the short term. These major effects, in their total- 


ity, over the long range, will be: 
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A, Further procrastination in developing alternate sources of energy. The 
effects of that will become apparent only over the long run. 


B. A drop in the level of oil and gas exploratory drilling activity in in- 
dustrial and developing countries both. 


C. An increase in oil demand over the long range, which, in turn, will impose 
pressures on supplies and will lead to a repetition of the spiral of severe 
oil price increases; thus the efforts made over an entire decade to conserve 
energy will be squandered in order to achieve relatively short term gains. 


., A halt in the expansion of the coal industry and coal trade, since heavy 


fvel ofl will once again become competitive with coal in the ccrts of Japen, 
Western Europe and other locations on the East Coast of the United States. 


11387 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


"NEW YEAR CONTEMPLATIONS' ON ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 
ran ALTK in Armenian 30 Dec 82 p l 


(Text] On the eve of every new year, each Armenian and, in particular, 
Organizations working for the public--such as national bodies, political parties, 
sports and cultural associations and charity and educational institutions--must 
look back and review their previous year's work through self-criticism and 
self-evaluation to determine whether their deeds have been productive and 

whether they have helped the Armenian people and, consequently, the Armenian 
cause. 


Emboldened by their successes and having learned new lessons from their mistakes 
and failures, these organizations must continue their mission of preserving the 
purity of the unique character of the Armenian people, without making the idea 

of "living and dying as an Armenian" an end in itself but with the goal of serving 


the Armenian cause. 


The past year, which is now part of history, was a period of turbulence, expectations, 
treacheries and painful incidents in the annals of the Armenian community of Iran. 

In writing the history of the Armenian community of Iran, the future historian 

will probably express surprise and admiration at the resistive strength and the 
unshakable will power that the Armenian community of Iran demonstrated in this 

period of its history to defeat and neutralize plots and treacheries. 


The incidents and events that occurred during the past year in the life of the 
Iranian-Armenian community not only bloodied the community's heart and tormented 
its soul, but also saddened all Armenians around the world. 


On the eve of 1982, the Iranian-Armenian community was forced to fight off the 
so-called “armed struggle" organized by internal traitors and Armenian-named 
renegades who had, long ago, broken off their physical and moral ties with the 
Armenian nation and their Armenian character. 


However, despite the pitfalls planned and set by internal and external enemies, 
the Iranian-Armenian community came out victorious and proved that no individual 
or group can break up the Iranian-Armenian life, because just like the stormy 
sea the Iranian-Armenian community--which has a centuries-old history--will not 


tolerate a corpse in its depths. 























Another issue that caused great concern and sometimes gave way to outbursts was 
rhat of the incorrect arrangements applied to our schools by certain sections of 


A 


the Ministry of Education and Training. 


The Iranian-Armenian community was deeply saddened by this issue, and the waves 
of that sadness reached even the most distant Armenian communities. 


Tne Iranian-Armenian community stated with its stance that these incorrect 
arrangements violate the rights given by the constitution of the country to the 
minorities and hence are unacceptable and must be rectified. 


The 1Sssue is awaiting a solution. 


The year 1982 proved to be for the Armenian community of Iran a time for 
reinforcing its will to continue its efforts for self-preservation and a period 


filled with sports and cultural activities. 


It is with such self-confidence that we must greet 1983 with the conviction that 
decisiveness and unity are the best weapons in fighting against all types of 


obstacles. 


9588 
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EGYPT 


OPINION POLL APPROVES SEVERANCE OF RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 
‘ro AT-SHA"B in Arabic 11 Jan 83 pp 11, 17 


{[Article: "Outcome of Public Poll on Egypt's Relationship With Israel; 
82.23 Percent Yes for Expulsion of Israeli Ambassador, 76.11 Percent Yes 
to Severing Relations With Israel"] 


(Poll Supervised by Majdi Ahmad Husayn and Conducted by ‘Atif Husayn, 
Bahi al-Din Muhammad, Majdi ‘Izzat, Karim Mahmud, Radwan Husayn Bakri, 
Ahmad al-Kanani, Sayyid ‘'Abdrubbuh and ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Samman] 


[Text] In AL-SHA'B poll, the various sons, groups, sects and classes of the 
Egyptian people have agreed on rejecting the presence of the Israeli 
ambassador on the Egyptian soil while Israel continues its aggressive, 
criminal and expansionist acts against Egyptian, Lebanese, Syrian and 
Palestinian territories. By a smaller percentage, the Egyptian people 
approve the total severance of relations with Israel for the same reasons 
and on the basis of the historical national viewpoint which rejects the 
legitimacy of the Zionist entity, regardless of what form the de facto 
situation takes and regardless of how difficult it is to change this 
situation in the near future. 


Nearly all the participants in the poll agree that Israel is a "strategic 
enemy'' and that its interests are in conflict with the national interests 
of the Egyptian people and of the Arab peoples. 


The numerous and varied disagreements and opinions expressed in the poll have 
revolved within tnis circle: Mixing war with peace vis-a-vis this enemy by 
varying degrees and proper timing for political and military escalation 
against him. 


A total of 1,486 citizens have participated in this poll. In reply to the 
first question, do you approve expelling the Israeli ambassador, the 
percentage of those approving has amounted to 82.23 percent and of those 
disapproving to 13.12 percent. Those refusing to comment or expressing 

no opinion amounted to 4.65 percent. 


In reply to the second question, do you approve severance of the diplomatic, 
economic, cultural and political relations with Israel, those approving 
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amounted to 76.11 percent, those disapproving to 17.16 percent and those 
with no opinion to 6.73 percent. 


Why Did They Approve 


As for the reasons expressed by the participants in the poll for their 
positive or negative opinion, they have ranged over a number of main 
tendencies, Let us begin with the opinion of those who approve. 


First, Constant Position Toward Zionism 


The clearest and most crystallized and harmonious viewpoint is the one that 
defines a position toward the racist Zionist entity in its capacity as the 
constant enemy of Egvpt and the Arab and Islamic nation, an enemy who seeks 
to dominate and expand and control the fates of the Arab area. It is natural 
that this group would altogether reject the Camp David accords with the 
restrictions they represent for Egypt and the freedom they give Israel to 
commit aggression against the Arab countries. The people's viewpoint, based 
on the course of events and on the uninterrupted chain of Israeli acts of 
aggression against the Arab area--acts which culminated with the occupation 
of Lebanon and the Sabra and Shatila massacre and which started with the 
strike against the Iraqi nuclear reactor, with the annexation of Jerusalem 
and the Golan, with the expanded construction of settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza and which have also included the arrogant Israeli stance on 
Taba, the Egyptian piece of land, and the daily aggressive threats to strike 
Syria, to invade North Lebanon and so forth [sentence incomplete]. 


Even though all these events are enough in themselves for a stern and firm 
position toward the State of Israel, tneir immediate effects has been to 
strike the illusions implanted by the former president's policy since the 
Jerusalem initiative. These events have cleared away most of the brain- 
washing done by the official media, led by al-Sadat--the brainwashing to 
demolish the "psychological barrier" separating Israel and the Arabs, to 
camouflage the essential and fundamental problems governing the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and to tie the Camp David accords to the allegations of "prosperity 
on the hands of the Americans and with Israeli "brains." 


" 


Islamic Viewpoint 


Within the same group which explains its reply on the basis of an 
"ideological" or "constant" position toward Israel, regardless of this or 
that event and even though all the events reinforce this position, emerges 
the Islamic stance in numerous explanations expressed in the opinion poll. 
This stance which knows no hostility with Zionism or aggressiveness anong 
some Jews ?) and is not confined to Islamic thinkers and intellectuals 

but extends to a clear percentage of the citizen masses. 


Those who hold this position recall the phrases of the venerable Koran 


which have not appeared in the religious pages of the official papers since 
the start of the Jerusalem initiative, phrases such as: 
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"How do you know that you can trust them when some of them used to listen 
to God's words and then knowingly distorted them after understanding them.” 


‘And you shall find that the most hostile to the faithful are the Jews and 
the infidels." 


Wittin this framework come the Egyptian citizen's explanation of his approval 
of expelling the ambassador and severing the relations with Israel. [This 
citizen has cited such quotes as:] "They are not trustworthy people, they 
are Godless, treachery and betrayal are in their nature: and "they violate 


the Islamic and Christian sanctities." 


This "constant" position toward Israel completes its particulars by placing 
the United States within the accusation circle, condemning the U.S. policy 
vis-a-vis the Arab area and holding it fully responsible for the Zionist acts 


of aggression. 
Second, Conditional Approval 


The second basic position is embodied in approving expulsion of the ambassa- 
dor, freezing the normalization or severing the relations as a means to 
deter Israel and make it stop its aggressive schemes. If Israel backs down, 
then these measures can be repealed along a parallel line. Those holding 
this position also underline the issue of preserving the Egyptian national 
dignity through adoption of the measures compatible with the Israeli 

crimes. Consequently, the people who hold this position have linked their 
approval to solving the problem of Taba, to withdrawal from Lebanon, to 
solving the Palestinian issue, to the restoration of the Golan to Syria 

and to the termination of similar acts of aggression. Naturally, this 
segment includes all those who are content with expulsion of the ambassador 
without severance of the relations because these stances are within the 


framework cf deterring Israel. 


Return to Arabs 


Some opinions have linked the severance of relations with Israel with the 
need to restore normal relations with the Arabs. 


Few opinions have linked their approval with Menachem Begin's continued 
presence in power, considering that it has been proven that it is impossible 
to deal with him. Those expressing this opinion have also expressed good 
wishes for the Peace Now Movement and for other opposition movements existing 


in Israel. 


Most of the opinions focused on the need to sever especially the economic 
and cultural relations because of the material and intellectual invasion 
they represent--an invasion that penetrates the borders easily and filters 
deep into society. This could have grave consequences to our domestic 





policy, considering the Zionist experience in infiltrating societies 
and dominating them from within through economic, cultural and information 


means. 
Miscellaneous and Interesting Opinions 


Some approving citizens have explained their opinion by stating simply: '"We 
have not benefited at all from the relations with Israel, thus losing our 
Arab and Islamic relations for nothing." 


Others disapproved of the ambassador's expulsion and demanded that he be 
treated in the same manner they have treated the Palestinian prisoners. 


In this respect, these citizens have suggested varied and innovative forms. 
Others have suggested that he be deported in a case hanging from a 
helicopter in the “same manner in which some Palestinian prisoners were 
transported from Lebanon." 


Why Did They Object 
First, Expulsion of Ambassador Is Equal to Re-occupation of Sinai 


We have noted in the introduction that nearly all participants in the poll 
have agreed that Israel is an enemy. Despite this, the answer has varied 
for different reasons. The proof of this is that an important segment 

of those who disapprove of the ambassador's expulsion or the severance of 
relations believe that the circumstance is not right and that Israel is a 
dangerous enemy that must not be provoked without adequate preparation, 
military and economic preparation basically, to confront him. They deter- 
mine their position on the basis that because of the accumulations of past 
years, Egypt at present cannot bring double retaliation on Israel. 


This is confirmed by the fact that many of those who hold this opinion 
believe firmly that Israel will occupy the Sinai or part of the Sinai if 

a decision is taken to expel the ambassador. Regardless of whether right or 
wrong, this view does not reflect a good opinion of Israel and believes 

that Israel can occupy Egyptian territories if the Egyptian Government 

makes a sovereignty decision that is supposed to be within the essence of 


its power. 


We can list those who hold this position under the category of conditional 
disapproval linked to the present circumstances. 


Second, Desire not to Return to War Climate 


The second main position does not disagree with condemning Israel and its 
policy. But this position fears that the severance of relations with Israel 
will take us back to the war climate. This position does not reject war 

just because it is war but, basically, because the experience of the modern 
wars with Israel has been "unhappy" as a result of the stances of the Arab 
regimes. This experience has been so unhappy that the great crossing battles 








of 1973 have been followed by all these defeats that we are witnessing at 
the various fronts at present. 


Third, Awareness of Heavy Internal Problems 


This position is entwined with the two previous positions. Those who hold 
it believe that the Egyptian internal problems that have gone beyond the 
general economic crisis to sewerage and transportation crises and to crises 
concerning life's simplest necessities put the country in a stifling 
position that makes it incapable of looking beyond its geographical limits, 
let alone take a breather. 


Consequently, they believe, in view of this situation, that all the problems 
under the heading of "Israeli problems" take second priority and that we 
must devote the top priority to our internal conditions. 


Fourth, I Want Solution 


The fourth position includes those who find no solution and no alternative 
to the existing situation in the expulsion of the ambassador or the severance 
of relations. They wonder about the alternative. 


Fifth, Official Viewpoint 


The fifth basic position is embodied in adopting the government viewpoint. 
This position is expressed by the members of the National Party and the 
Socialist Liberal Party. A number of members of the Liberal Party have 
expressed approval of expulsion of the ambassador and severance of the 
relations. A number of citizens [words presumably dropped] embodied in the 
propaganda struggle with Israel, in embarrassing it on the television 
screens and in underlining Egypt's adherence by the agreements and treaties 
so that it may not be said that Egypt does not respect the international 
treaties it signs. 


And that there is no solution to the problems with Israel except by the 
diplomatic means sic. 


Some have linked their disapproval to the absence of a unified and 
permanent Arab strategy. 


Some members of the National Party link continued economic relations with 
Israel with the condition that these relations be in Egypt's interest. 


Contrary to the wise saying that "you fight steel with steel," not a few 
among those disapproving believe that Zionism can be dissolved through 
establishing peace with it, thus forcing it to shun its aggressive and 
warlike character. Some have also rejected expulsion of the ambassador on 
the basis that his presence is the same like his absence and that Israel 
can be humiliated more by letting the ambassador stay while continuing 

to isolate and ignore him, as is the situation at present. 
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Those who hold this position can be included within the segment that fears 
any action connected in any way with politics and that believes that 
expressing its opinion in an opinion poll is "something serious," even 
though no names have been required. This underlines the absence of the 
opinion polling experience in our country on the one hand ard the lack of 
the citizen's feeling of reassurance and democracy on the other hand. A 
number of ordinary citizens have refused to even take part in the opinion 
poll, citing various excuses. But some of those who have expressed "no 
opinion" have actually reflected their perplexity, disinterest or the fact 
that they have not given prior thought to the matter. 


Do you approve ambassador's expulsion? 


Approve 2.23 
Disapprove 1 he FY 
No opinion 4.64 


Do you approve severance of the relations with Israel? 


Approve 76.11 
Disapprove 17.16 
No opinion 6.73 


How Poll Was Conducted 


The poll lasted nearly 2 months and included 1,486 citizens representing 
the total number of poll forms examined on schedule. The poll was centered 
in the cities, especially in the governorates of Cairo and al-Jizah. The 
poll representatives tried to cover the city's various segments. Various 
means were used to poll the citizens at their work sites, at homes and in 
public places. We have also received a large number of opinions by mail. 
Following is a breakdown of the random citizens sample: 


368 students 

229 employees 

181 workers 

99 media workers (press, radio, television and so forth) 
66 teachers 

63 craftsmen 

58 engineers 

58 farmers 

47 merchants 

38 lawyers 

29 members of university staff 

25 graduates of universities and higher institutes 
34 artists and men of letters 

23 housewives 

22 doctors 

17 agricultural engineers 

11 academic researchers 
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businessmen 

free enterprise people 

fishermen 

chemists 

veterinarians 

pharmacists 

commercial marine workers 

12 Arab citizens (Palestine, Kuwait, Morocco, Sudan) 
85 other groups not defined in the poll forms. 


Wr MWUD wo 


Geographic Distribution of Sample 


947 from Cairo and al-Jizah Governorates 
130 al-Buhayrah 

109 Alexandria 

95 al-Daqahliyah 

64 al-Gharbiyah 

17 al-Qalyubiyah 

16 Kafr al-Shaykh 

12 Port Said 

7 al-Fayyum 

9 Bani Suwayf 

11 al-Minufiyah 

8 Sawhaj 

3 Qina 

12 al-Sharqiyah 

2 Suez 

3 Asyut 
4 Damietta 

2 al-Minya 

3 Aswan 

2 North Sinai 

1 Ismailia 

8 Palestine [sic] 

1 Kuwait 

1 Morocco 

1 Sudan 

1 Arab 

17 unidentified in poll form 


Women's Participation 


A total of 171 single and married women have taken part in the poll. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/158 
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CONDUCT OF PRESS ESTABLISHMENT ACTIVITIES DISCUSSED 


Appeal by Higher Council 


Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 26 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] The [Higher Press] Council urges [all 
journalists] to respect press traditions, profes- 
sional ethics, and the law--concerning differences 
of opinion. 


The council approves this appeal after a 3-hour 
discussion in which those who spoke expressed their 
disapproval of the method of debate being used in 
the press. 


The Higher Press Council, under the chairmanship of Dr Subhi ‘Abd al-Hakim, 
met for 4 hours yesterday. The council discussed a subject which is 
considered to be one of the most important subjects of the hour, namely 

the fact that many political and journalistic discussions in the Egyptian 
press, both the national press and the party press, have turned into 
bickering, insults, and attacks on personal freedom and inviolability 
which is guaranteed by the constitution and by law. All of those who 

took part in the discussions agreed that this situation is something 

which is detrimental to the Egyptian press, the ethics of holding dialogues, 
and the relationship of mutual respect which colleagues in the same 
profession must maintain. They also agreed that these discussions and 

news items which amount to denunciations have become something which public 


opinion in Egypt disapproves of. 


Dr Jamal al-'Atifi, a member of the council, sent a letter to the chairman 
of the Higher Press Council. In the letter he said that some of the 

things which have been published in the national and party newspapers 
during the last few months have made it necessary that the Press Council 
make an assessment of the situation, not for the purpose of limiting the 
freedom which newspapers have, but for the purpose of guaranteeing their 
freedom in their relationship to the freedom of others and their commitment 
to the professional ethics which the press establishment has established 
for itself. After a discussion which lasted more than 3 hours, the 

Higher Press Council agreed to issue an appeal to all journalists, of all 
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opinions and persuasions, which would express both the conscience of the 
press establishment and the conscience of public opinion. The appeal 
calls upon all journalists to raise their discussions and disputes to a 
level of fighting logical arguments only with logical arguments instead 
of using other methods--in affirmation of journalistic traditions which 
require commitment to the guidelines which have been prescribed both by 
professional ethics and by law. 


Text of the Appeal 


The following is the text of the "appeal by the Higher Press Council to 
all journalists": 


"The Higher Press Council was established as an organization committed 

to the professional ethics of journalism, working toward anchoring them, 
and supporting the journalistic tradictions observed. One of these 
traditions is the fact that, if criticism is to flourish, then it requires 
commitment to certain guidelines prescribed by professional ethics as well 
as the law. In addition to this, these professional ethics of journalism 
were formulated by the press establishment itself. They openly call upon 
journalists to raise their discussions and differences in opinion to a 
level of fighting logical arguments only with logical arguments rather 
than using other methods. In saying this the council does not mean that 
there should be only one trend and no others. It merely wants to have 

the contemporary Egyptian press undertake greater efforts to live up to 
its glorious history and not utilize the printed word for the purpose 

of stirring up the masses. 


"The Higher Press Council, in directing this appeal to all of its 
colleagues, regardless of what their opinions and views are, is expressing 
the conscience of the press establishment as well as the conscience of 
public opinion. The council hopes that this appeal, and the response to 
it, will result in an agreement approved by all of the pillars of the 
press establishment to be committed to this." 


Text of Dr al-'Atifi's Letter 


The following is the text of the letter sent by Dr Jamal al-'‘Atifi, a 
member of the council, to the chairman of the council. It was the core 

of yesterday's discussion in the Press Council, and it resulted in the 
issuance of the above-mentioned appeal. In his letter, Dr Jamal al-'Atifi 


said the following: 


"To Dr Subhi ‘Abd al-Hakim, chairman of the Advisory Council and chairman 
of the Higher Press Council: 


Greetings. Allow me to submit to you some ideas which I am proposing 
that you include in the Higher Press Council's agenda for discussion in 
a meeting in the near future. 
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The Higher Press Council was basically established as an organization 
committed to the professional ethics [of journalism] and to striving to 
anchor them and provide support for them by means of working together 

with the Journalists’ Union. For this reason, its role hsould not be 
restricted to licensing the publication of newspapers or providing licenses 
for working in the press establtishment. Its role should extend to 
supporting relations and ties between newspapers--relations and ties which 
should be based on respecting one's colleagues and avoiding the exchange 

of insults. 


We also need to firmly anchor principles which serve the concept of a 
"national press’ and which anchor traditions which govern the relationship 
which party newspapers have with each other. 


Furthermore, as we encourage criticism and allow it to flourish since we 
wish to have opinions freely expressed, we should be aware of the fact 
that, if such criticism is to flourish, it requires that we be committed 
to the guidelines prescribed by law and expounded by our professional 
ethics. 


I have noticed, as have others, that some of the things which have been 
published in our national and party newspapers in recent months require 
that we make an assessment of the situation--not in order to limit these 
newspapers’ freedom, but rather to guarantee their freedom in their 
relationship to the freedom of others and their commitment to the 
professional ethics which the press establishment has established for 
itself, and also to guarantee that political discussions and disputes 
rise to the level of fighting [logical] arguments only with [logical] 
arguments rather than descending to the level of exchanging insults 

and assaulting the dignity of others. I am confident that you are eager 
to have the Higher Press Council perform its true mission as envisaged 
by the constitution and by law and in accordance with the practices of 
press councils in democratic nations. I am asking that one of the 
council's sessions in the near future be devoted to a discussion of this 
subject and sounding out opinions concerning it. 


Sincerely yours, 
Dr Jamal al-'‘Atifi 


Member of the Higher Press Council 

Former minister of information 

Part-time professor in the Information 
and Journalism Department of the 
University of Cairo" 


New Draft Charter 


The Higher Press Council also agreed that the Press and Journalists' 
Committee would undertake the preparation of a new draft of the Press 
Integrity Charter and submit it to the council. It was also agreed that 
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this committee would form a body subordinate to the secretariat of the 
(Higher Press] Council which would follow everything that is published 
in the newspapers in order to record violations and discuss presenting 
them to the council in order that a decision be taken concerning then, 
if necessary. 


Appeal by Journalists’ Union 


Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 26 Dec 82 p l 


[Text] The Journalists’ Union Council also issued an appeal to journalists 
which was of the same spirit as the appeal issued by the Higher Press 
Council. The following is the text of the appeal by the Journalists' 

Union Council: 


"The Journalists" Union Council, at its last meeting, issued a declaration 
in which it called upon all fellow-journalists and writers who are members 
of the union, as well as the chairman of administrative boards and editors 
in chief, to be committed to the Statutes of Professional Ethics and the 
Press Integrity Charter which have been established, been agreed upon, 

and become part of the union's law which must be implemented and respected. 


"The union will apply all provisions of the law to all of those who violate 
it in order to maintain the integrity of our profession, the integrity of 
the [printed] word, and the reputation of our press establishment and its 


journalists. 


"During the last few months the union has participated in serious efforts 
to put a stop to this deterioration in the method of holding dialogues 
and exchanging opinions which has begun to emerge and become increasingly 
prevalent in some of our newspapers and magazines and among some of our 
colleagues. Unfortunately, only in a few cases have these efforts 
succeeded in stopping this torrent of abnormal abuse and inappropriate 
and improper expressions which has been exchanged between some writers 


and journalists. 


"The Journalists’ Union Council considers these methods of engaging in 
freedom of the press and expressing one's opinion to be a very serious 
violation of freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom for 


journalists. 


"These arenas which are being occupied by some of our colleagues in order 
to launch improper attacks or to reply to such attacks are arenas and 
concerns which are being dwelled upon in violation of the rights of our 
readers and the people of our nation--who are the owners of our press 
which is the means by which their thoughts, rights, opinions, problems, 
and legitimate aspirations are expressed. 


"The Journalists’ Union Council calls upon all of our colleagues who are 


members of the union--whether they are chairman of administrative boards, 
editors in chief, writers, or journalists--to be committed to the Press 
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integrity Charter and the Statutes of Professional Ethics. The council 
also calls upon them to exercise their legal duties and to make sure that 
the words, expressions, and references to persons which are published in 
our newspapers and magazines are suitable for publication rather than 
designed to increase the circulation of these newspapers and magazines 
among our citizens. This should especially apply to the writers and the 


journalists. 


"The Journalists’ Union Council shall vigorously and objectively apply the 
law against all violators, no matter what positions they hold. This shall 
be done in order to preserve the integrity of the [printed] word, the 
freedom to express one's opinion, the sanctity of the journalistic 
profession, and the reputation of the Egyptian press which has achieved 
its status, importance, and place in history as far as the whole world is 
concerned--in the Arab worid, in Africa, and internationally. 


"May God allow the Egyptian press to remain a beacon of freedom of speech 
and integrity of the [printed] word, and may God allow the Egyptian press 
to achieve its goal--in defense of the right of our people to have freedom 


and justice." 


9468 
CSO: 4504/148 
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EGYPT 


GHALI KHARTOUM PRESS CONFERENCE 
EA081756 Omdurman Domestic Service in Arabic 1512 GMT 7 Feb 83 


[Text] Honored listeners, God's peace, mercy and blessings be upon you all. 
Toward the end of last month Egyptian President Muhammad Husni Mubarak 
began an important tour, during which he visited the United States, Canada, 
Britain and France. During the tour he met with officials in the capitals 
of those countries. The Egyptian president's talks chiefly concerned the 
situation in the Middle East, the rights of the Palestinian people and 
economic relations between Egypt and Europe and America. 


On President Mubarak's return to Cairo he dispatched Dr Butrus Ghali, 
minister of state for foreign affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt, to 
acquaint his brother leader President Ja'far Muhammad Numayri, with the out- 
come of his tour in a message from the Egyptian president to his brother 
President Numayri. Dr Butrus Ghali, the Egyptian minister of state for 
foreign affairs, held a press conference at Khartoum airport shortly before 
leaving the country yesterday evening for Cairo, after a visit of several 
hours to the country. His excellency spoke to the press on the subjects 
discussed during his meeting with President Numayri and Foreign Minister 
Muhammad Mirghani Mubarak. 


[Begin Ghali recording] I was charged by the president of the Republic of 
Egypt to deli»_r a message to the president of the fraternal Republic of 
Sudan. The message contained [word indistinct] (?outcome) of President 
Mubarak's visits to the United States, Canada, England and France and the 
talks held with the heads of state and government of those countries. 


I also took the opportunity of that meeting to discuss with the Sudanese 
foreign minister some of the joint problems within the framework of con- 
tinuing coordination between Sudanese and Egyptian diplomacy. The subjects 
were connected with the Middle East crisis, the efforts being made to find 
a solution to the Middle East crisis and the subject of the OAU and methods 
of dealing with the crisis facing this organization. 


There was complete agreement between the Sudanese and Egyptian sides on the 
importance of the OAU and on the importance of finding a quick solution to 
the organizations crisis. Both Sudan and Egypt are in contact with a number 


28 














of triendly African countries for the purpose of consultation [word indis- 
tinct] to solve this crisis. 


The third subject of interest in the talks between the Sudanese foreign 
minister and myself was that of nonalignment and the required coordination 
between Sudanese diplomacy and Egyptian diplomacy within the framework of 
joint policy, and the role of Sudan and Egypt in the New Delhi conference 
to be held at the beginning of next month in New Delhi. 


This conference will be held at three levels: At the experts level, where 
there is coordination between Sudanese and Egyptian experts, another level 

is that of foreign ministers; here, too, there is complete coordination 
between the Sudanese Foreign Ministry and the Egyptian Foreign Ministry. 

The third level is the summit. Presidents Numayri and Mubarak will both 

take part in the summit conference in New Delhi. There will be more room 

for contacts between the two states, whether on the level of heads of state 
or the Foreign Ministry, or the level of experts working in both our 
ministries. The three subjects to be discussed are: the subject of policy-- 
the crisis of the Middle East, the issue of the OAU and then nonaligned 


policy. 


i also briefed President Numayri on the efforts made by Egypt to find a 
solution to the Namibia problem, particularly at the level of heads of state. 
These include contacts made by President Husni Mubarak with President 

Reagan; with the Canadian prime minister, Trudeau; and with the English 
prime minister, Madame Thatcher, and other contacts on the ministerial 


level. 


I took part in the Managua conference in Nicaragua, one of the Central 
American countries. It was a conference of nonaligned countries. At that 
conference I met a number of foreign ministers from African countries. 
There was the foreign minister of Kenya, the foreign minister of Ethiopia, 
the foreign minister of Liberia, the foreign minister of the Congolese 
Republic and the foreign minister of Angola. These bilateral contacts 
were all aimed at finding a solution to some of the African issues and 
there were consultations on issues of interest to us--African issues in 
which we have an interest. 


Both Sudan and Egypt have an important role in Africa, whether in support 

of economic and social cooperation between African countries, the strength- 
ening of African unity, the search for solutions to African disputes through 
peaceful means and within an African framework or the strengthening of the 
African group inside the nonaligned movement. 


The African states have made the policy of nonalignment the common denominator 
of their foreign policy and consequently there should be more contacts and 
talks between the African countries in order to strengthen the role of the 
African countries inside the nonaligned movement. The New Delhi conference 
will be an opportunity for the African group, for the African states, to 

play a leading role in that movement. 
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Inside the African group there is integration between Sudan and Egypt [word 
indistinct], and for that reason there are moves in Africa for the strength- 
ening of the nonaligned movement. We all need to strengthen that movement 
because through it we can move in the international arena and help lessen 
the impact of the cold war between East and West. We should revive the 


North-South dialogue. 


All these are areas in which we can make a contribution. We can contribute 
to the issue of disarmament. All these are fundamental issues and Sudanese 
and Egyptian diplomacy ought to play a [word indistinct] role in solving 
these important international problems. [End recording] 


After this he explained what is being said about Egypt's diminishing role 
in solving the Middle East crisis. 


[Begin recording] The fact is that this is not true and not precise. The 
Egyptian moves, like those of Sudan, to find a solution to the Middle 

East crisis are not confined to contacts with the United States of America. 
This is proved by the fact that President Husni Mubarak, when he visited 
the United States recently, contacted the UN secretary-general. Therefore, 
we are working through the UN system. He also contacted the English and 
the French, that is the EEC. [As heard] Therefore we are working through 
the EEC. We are preparing submissions to be presented to the nonaligned 
states when they meet in New Delhi. That is the (?best) proof that we are 
acting through the nonaligned movement. 


Once again I want to say that the channels we used in our contacts, for 
instance in (?America), in Washington, the Jewish leadership in the United 


States [as heard]. 


There is a number of channels through which we are attempting to work to 
contribute to a solution to the Middle East crisis. All this is in addition 
to the continuing contacts with a number of Arab countries, headed by 
Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq. All these contacts aim at finding a solution, 

or at least contributing to a solution to the Middle East crisis. [End 


recording] 


On the question of whether Egypt will soon return to the Arab fold by 
returning to the Arab League, the Egyptian minister of state for foreign 


affairs said: 


[Begin recording] Egypt is uot interested in the Arab league because the 
Arab League, which is based in Tunis, is according to the Egyptian view 
not based on law. Consequently until the Arab League returns to Cairo, 
Egyptian diplomacy is not interested in operating through the Arab League. 


This, however, does not mean that we are not interested in contacts with 
a group of Arab countries. Through such contacts, regardless of whether 
it is a collective contact or a bilateral one, we attempt to contribute 








to a solution to the Middle East crisis [word indistinct], the Lebanese 
line oc the Palestinian line. [End recording] 


Dr Butrus Ghali then spoke on whether there will be further contacts with 
Jordan and the PLO and a resumption of the dialogue for a just solution of 


the Middle East crisis. 


(Begin recording] Let me add that before he left for his visit to the 
United States an envoy of President Amin Al-Jumayyil came from Lebanon, 
Ambassador Ghassan [word indistinct]. In other words, before the president 
left on his tour contacts with the Lebanese side, the Jordanian side and 
the Palestinian side took place, and of course there were contacts with the 


Sudanese side. 


There were also contacts with the sultanate of Muscat, Somalia, Iraq--in 
Paris I met with Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq ‘Aziz. There are continuous 
contacts with a group of Arab states, which involve the lowest level of 
coordination and Arab initiatives. Of course contacts between the president 
and heads of state and governments--the United States, Canada, France and 
Britain and the UN secretary general. All these contacts and the outcome 
of such contacts will be conveyed to the friendly states and the states 

that are interested in these Egyptian diplomatic demarches. [End recording] 


With regard to Mr Yasir ‘Arafat's visit to Egypt, his excellency said: 


(Begin recording] In fact it should be the return of the Arab nation to 
Egypt and not the return of Egypt to the Arab nation. But we welcome 
brother Yasir ‘Arafat. When he decides to visit Cairo we shall welcome 
him. Scores of Palestinian leaders, and hundreds of Palestinians work 

in Cairo and in Egyptian universities. We are in continuous contact with 


the Palestinian people and the PLO. [End recording] 


Dr Butrus Ghali disclosed the issues that Egypt will propose at the non- 
aligned summit in New Delhi. 


[Begin recording] As I said, the leading issues are: the Middle East 
crisis, the issue of Israeli aggression against Lebanon, the Palestinian 
issue, some African issues and particularly the Namibian issue. We want 
to give a new push to this issue. All this in addition to other inter- 
national issues such as the North-South dialogue, the disarmament issue, 
the issue of peace zones, weapon-free zones. There are scores of issues, 
both economic and political, which will be presented to the nonaligned 


summit conference in New Delhi. 


We are in contact with the Sudanese Foreign Ministry to coordinate fully 
between the Sudanese and Egyptian delegations at this important conference, 
which will be held in a few weeks times in New Delhi. [End recording] 


Dr Butrus Ghali was seen off at the airport by Foreign Minister Muhammad 
Mirghani Mubarak; Mr Mustafa Madani, minister of state at the Foreign 
Ministry; Mr Ahmad ‘Izzat 'Abd Al-Latif, ambassador of the Arab Republic 


of Egypt in Khartoum, and members of his embassy. 


CSO: 4500/82 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


GHALI, RWANDA TRADE MINISTER MEET--Cairo, Feb 7 (MENA)--State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Dr. Butrus Ghali discussed here today with the minister of 
trade and economy of Rwanda means of boosting economic cooperation especially 
within the framework of the Egyptian African fund for technical aid. The 
fund was set up by Egypt to help the African countries in different technical 
domains. They also discussed the current African issues aad means of 
strengthening the Organisation of African Unity and averting any rifts 

within it. [Text] [NC0O71615 Cairo MENA in English 1403 GMT 7 Feb 83] 


AUSTRIAN GRANT--Cairo, Feb 7 (MENA)--The Austrian government has agreed to 
extend Egypt a 750,000 dollars grant to finance the feasibility studies of 

the coal-powered electricity generating stations tabled on the five-year 
plan. Ina statement following today's meeting with the visiting chairman 

of the Austrian Parliament's Energy Committee and his accompanying delega- 
tion Electricity and Energy Minister Mahir Abaza also said that the Austrian 
side pointed out that the technical studies of the nine electricity-generating 
stations to be set up in Al-Fayyum governorate and (Wadi Al-Rayan) will be 
completed in May. The Austrian government had financed these studies with 

a 100,000 dollars grant. [Text] [NC0O72059 Cairo MENA in English 1455 GMT 


7 Feb 82 NC] 


BETHLEHEM MAYOR RECEIVED--Cairo, 7 Feb (MENA)--Ambassador Taha Al-Arnawani, 
head of the Palestine department at the Egyptian Foreign Ministry, today 

met with Bethlehem Mayor Ilyas Frayj who is currently visiting Egypt. They 
discussed conditions in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in light of Israeli 
practices against the Palestinians as well as the policy of settlements 
which Israel is speedily implementing and which covers large areas of 
occupied Arab territory. [Text] [NC0O71636 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1535 GMT 


7 Feb 83] 


MALDIVIAN PRESIDENT RECEIVED--Cairo, Feb 8 (MENA)--President Husni Mubarak 
received today President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom of the Maldives. [Text] 
{NCO81138 Cairo MENA in English 1122 GMT 8 Feb 83] 


ROMANIAN INDUSTRY MINISTER ARRIVES--Cairo, 8 Feb (MENA)--Romanian minister 
of machine building industry Ioan Avram arrived in Cairo this afternoon 
at the head of an industrial and economic delegation for a 4-day visit to 
Egypt. The Romanian minister said on arrival that he will meet with the 
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ministers of industry, agriculture, reconstruction and land reclamation 

to discuss ways of bolstering the economic cooperation in the industrial, 
economic and technical fields and the possibility of Romania's participation 
in the Egyptian development plan projects as well as the development of 
Egyptian exports, such as yarn, textiles and phosphate, to Romania. The 
Romanian minister pointed out that the trade volime between the two countries 
amounted to $600 million last year and expressed his hope that it will reach 
Sl billion in 1985. The Romanian minister was met on arrival by Industry 
Ministry First Under Secretary Mahmud Hilal and Romania's ambassador in 
Cairo. [Text] [NC081440 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1408 GMT 8 Feb 83] 


CSO: 4500/82 
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TUNISIA 


EXPOSE ON SUBVERSIVE GROUPS OPERATING IN TUNISIA 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 262, 29 Nov 82 pp 16-19 
[Article: "Arab State Behind Network of Destruction in Tunisia"] 


[Text] The story of the network of terrorism, recently discovered by the 
Tunisian authorities which aims at antagonizing them against the Palestinian 
resistance, is still untold. 


AL-DUSTUR attempts in this analysis to shed light on the makeup of this net- 
work and to point to the forces that use glittering slogans to cause the 
Palestinian resistance, who enjoys freedom of political action, to leave 
Tunisia, as an initial step to returning it to the cage of the Arab state 
and to totally deprive it from exercising freedom of political as well as 


military action. 


The hesitancy of the Tunisian authorities in pointing to the link between 
the terrorist network and this Arab state has as its motivations the desire 
to allow the investigation to follow its natural course. This is due to the 
fact that, at least until now, Tunisia, who hosts the Arab League and the 
Palestinian leadership, has assumed the role of the fireman in the Arab 


Struggles. 
Tunisia--from special correspondent 


The Tunisian Interior Minister, Mr Driss Guiga, announced in a press release 
that the police forces have captured an armed terrorist network whose aim is 

to blow up a number of governmental and foreign institutions in the capital 

and its environs. This release was issued over 2 weeks after the arrests were 
made. The authorities did not reveal the type and the quantity of the captured 
arms, but confirmed that the organization, to which those captured arms, but 
confirmed that the organization, to which those captured belong and whose num- 
ber does not exceed 10, is named "The Popular Revolutionary Movement" and is 
not linked to any foreign or Arab state. This occurred as rumors began to 
spread, some accusing Libya, others Syria, while JEUNE AFRIQUE came out with 


an accusation of Libya and Iraq. 


The truth uncovered by the information obtained by AL-DUSTUR from reliable 
sources denotes that the organization, of which a small number of members 
were captured after the police arrested over 70 people belonging to it, has 
Arab ties. It is known that certain arrested elements belong to Naji ‘Allush 
group and others to Abu Nidal group. 
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The police had the information about those elements for over a year when a 

man named Sabir ‘Aziz, who held a leadership position in Abu Nidal's organi- 
zation, surrendered to the Tunisian authorities following the assassination 

of a Palestinian fighter in Madrid and turned into the Tunisian authorities 
the entire Tunisian organization of both Abu Nidal and Naji ‘'Allush groups. 

It appears that JEUNE AFRIQUE's accusation of Iraq is baseless, caused by the 
arrest of 'Umar ‘Ammar, who joined the Popular Front For The Liberation of 
Paiestine while he was a student at the Baghdad University, then split from 

it to join the Naji 'Allush group. He then headed the Palestinian Bureau 
established by this group represented at the time by the late Mahmoud Saleh, 
which then was controlled by elements supporting Abu Nidal group and succeeded 
in enlisting 'Umar ‘Ammar. Moreover, Burhan Abirouche, a leader in the 
detained group, also belongs to the supporters of the Abu Nidal group, who is 
debating with the PFLP and Naji ‘Allush group to establish a Tunisian organi- 
zation affiliated to it, which depends on the Tunisian leftist factions, such 
as "The Flame." The Flame is itself split, with its allegiance divided be 
between the Popular Front and Abu Nidal or Naji ‘Allush. The split is also 
incorporated in the tide of the National Democrats that presently control the 
Journalists" group in Tunisia and the Union of Tunisian Immigrants in Paris 

to which Burhan Abirouche belongs. 


Last 27 October, Abirouche departed Paris to Tunisia with the intention of 
putting the final touches on a plan of a series of explosions which the organi- 
zation had resolved to carry out against Saudi and American institutions 

in the capital Tunis. It would not be a surprise that this organization is 
responsible for the explosion that occurred a few months ago before the Saudi 
Airway's office. The police have learned through Abirouche's contacts the 
organization's strategy and have arrested elements some of which are journa- 
lists and employees while others work in AL-BILADI newspaper belonging to 

the legally-constituted party. There existed another faction of the same 
group, The Flame, which, following the crisis of the Tunisian General Confed- 
eration of Labor, became active in the publication of the secret newspaper 
AL-SHA'B and who have been brought to trial. 


The question posed by the arrests, or rather by the existence of such an organiza- 
tion in Tunisia is: Has the phenomenon of violence begun to have control 

over the Tunisian society, and are there specific genuine internal reasons 
that call for such violence? What transpired in the League last year--of 
continuing struggles between the National Democrats and the Islamic Tendency-- 
signifies that the phenomenon of violence is returning to Tunisia. This 

is due to specific, personal reasons of some who have been captivated by the 
ideas advanced to solve problems that are not endemic to the Tunisian society. 
And saying that the Palestinian case will not be solved by other than violence 
and armed struggle does not apply with certainty to the emerging local condi- 
tions in Tunisia. Consequently, those who say that the case of democracy 

and social justice will not come to pass other than by violence are like 

those who amputate the leg to arrive at the shoe size, according to the famous 


Chinese proverb. 


But the question posed by several observers in Tunisia is: Why did this 
organization with limited members decide at this time to carry out armed 
operations with the intention of blowing up a number of public institutions 
in the capital Tunis and environs? 
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Does this significantly dangerous move have Arab ties and causes dealing 
with the presence of the Palestinian Liberation Organization in Tunisia? 


The truth is that the group arrested by the Tunisian police in the beginning 
of November belongs to the organization calling itself "Popular Revolutionary 
Movement,’ which in turn belongs to the group calling itself "The Flame" 

from which branched several compatible as well as meddlesome wings who are: 
Democratic Nationalists, Popular Secret Group and Popular Revolutionary Move- 
ment. These splinter groups act as proxies for various Arab organizations. 
Before The Flame split into these three splinter groups, the whole organization 
was a supporter of the Popular Front For The Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
whereupon, in the beginning of 1974, a Tunisian-Leninist organization in 

France by the name of Marxist-Leninist Circles under the leadership of Khalid 
al-Falih and ‘Abd al-Ra'uf al-Faqir dissolved itself to rally around a news- 
paper whose emergence was due to pro-PFLP elements. After a number of issues 
of this newspaper were published, it was joined by another Marxist group hav- 
ing ties with Libya and with certain Syrian factions, but soon afterward it 
split from it to pulished a newspaper under the name THE NEW DEMOCRACY. That 
was the first split The Flame witnessed after more than a year of its establish- 
ment. Following that division, The Flame The Labor Union of Tunisian Immi- 
grants organization in France to strive for the establishment of a labor front. 
The National Democratic Students group was then formed with the aim of being 
active in the student circle. With this diversity, The Flame was linked to 
Arab factions other than the PFLP which, in spite of that, remained the basic 


power in that organization. 


Among those factions was a Palestinian group directed by the late Mahmoud 
Saleh, who also represented the Naji ‘Allush wing. It was established through 
its special relationship with the secret Algerian Liberation Front, around 
which meet the supporters of Ahmad Ben Bella in the Arab League Bureau in 
Paris. Following the murder of Mahmoud Saleh, it was transferred into the 
hands of a new group, that of Abu Nidal. At the same time, as a support for 
the Tunisian organization, the Popular Front dispatched 'Umar ‘Ammar al-Ma'jari 
to Paris following the completion of his studies in Baghdad. Al-Ma'jari 
succeeded in becoming the secretary of the Arab Bureau, from which he joined 
Abu Nidal's group subsequent to this group's dispatch of Sabir ‘Aziz from 

Beirut to direct its Tunisian wing in Paris. It wouldappear that the accord 
reached between the three Palestinian parties subsequently resulted in a 
cooling-off period and coordination within the Tunisian organization. How- 
ever, this solution did not come about without the emergence of disagreements, 
whereupon the Popular Front, following the crisis of the General Tunisian 
Union, advised its supporters among the founders of The Flame to issue the 
General Tunisian Union's newspaper and to work secretly. Arab leaders were 
entrusted with this function and were transferred from Paris to Tunisia to 
execute this plan together with other elements. Meanwhile, Khalid al-Falih 
and ‘Abd al-Ra'uf al-Faqir moved to Algeria with the aim of activating the 
secret union movement. As a result of the void they left behind in Paris, 

a weakness was created in the original core's control over the organization 

so that elements of Abu Nadal's group began gradually to control the Union 

of Tunisian Immigrants. In the meantime, Naji 'Allush's group moved to work 
actively and gain influence inside the Democratic Nationalists, who now 
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control the University of Tunis and, together with the Islamic Tendency, 
perform violent attacks, without this meddling in the elements of the three 
Palestinian factions becoming a deterrence to common endeavor. From this 
meddling emergedthe Popular Revolutionary Movement, which consists also of 
elements of the three factions, a matter that helped it in importing arms 
into Tunisia and to setting up a precise organization incapable of being 
discovered by the Tunisian police had not Sabir ‘Aziz, fearful of assassina- 
tion, surrendered to the Tunisian authorities and turned in all of the docu- 
ments and names of the organization inside Tunisia. 


In addition to the belief held by The Flame and its divisions that the success 
of the Palestinian Revolution will not come about without the overthrow of all 
the Arab regimes, the organization has recently begun to circulate the idea 
that the Palestinian Liberation Movement has fallen into the trap of treachery 
because of its agreement to the Fez declarations and because it has based its 
official headquarters in Bourguiba's Tunisia, in preference to having its 
headquarters in an Arab state, such as Syria or Algiera. This proposal pre- 
cisely parallels the current Syrian position. Syria does not forgive Yasir 
"Arafat for his direct departure from Beirut to Greece. The location of the 
PLO'’s headquarters outside Damascus deprives Syria of the satisfaction of 
raising the banner of its "progressivism" and from Arab aid, thus transforming 
it from a state which seeks to satisfy everyone to state that strives for 


middle-of-the-road solutions. 


Since its intervention in Lebanon in 1976, Syria has shown that it will in 

no way allow the PLO to have its own peculiar policy outside the basic Syrian 
political orientation. And since the PLO's departure from Beirut, Syria 

has continued its efforts of using enticement and threats in order that the 
Organization's headquarters will be in Damascus. Hence, the Syrian officials 
at one time declare that Yasir ‘Arafat is not entitled to negotiate with Jordan, 
at another time they back down and exert efforts, as mentioned in the British 
SUNDAY TIMES, for PLO's return and to open Syrian borders to commando work. 
These efforts led to the closing of the newspaper SADA AL-MA'RAKA [The Battle 
Echo] that was published since 1947 by the United Palestinian Information, 
while the PLO tried to feel the pulse and ascertain the credibility of the 
regime in Syria. Thus, a group of fighters was sent from Tunisia to Syria, 
but it returned when Syrian authorities refused them permission to enter 
Syrian land, even to visit some of their relatives. It is apparent that the 
regime in Damascus has failed to convice the Organization's leadership through 
cordial statements to return to Damascus, and it appears that promises have 
not convinced the Palestinian leadership in earnest to depart Tunis, as 
evidenced in the decision to convene the Palestinian National Council in Tunis 
and then in Algeria. Subsequently, Syria promised its facilities in convening 
the Council in the Syrian capital, because of the Organization's leadership 
refusal to move to Damascus. 


In fact, Syrian insistence that the Organization's leadership be located in 
Damascus is aimed at the realization of an important political case in the 
Syrian policy toward the Middle East crisis, which is convincing the negoti- 
ating parties that a comprehensive solution is found in Syria's hands. That 

is not the case so long as the PLO's headquarters is in Tunis, not in Damascus. 
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Reciprocally, in locating the headquarters in Tunis, Yasir Arafat's aim is 
that public opinion and the negotiating parties understand that now is the 
time for the political struggle and to find a political solution to the 
Palestinian case. This is so not only because Tunisia is known for its 
negotiating posture and its connection with the Western world, but that it 
also is the preferred location for making political contacts with either of 
the parties concerned with the dispute in the Middle East region. Hence, 
the question of the PLO headquarters" transfer from Tunis to Damascus or 
xeeping it in Tunish constitutes a basic and important matter to Syria and 
the Palestine Liberation Organization. But if Yasir ‘Arafat has no means in 
this matter other than to insist on and convince the Palestinian leadership 
of the significance of remaining in Tunis, Syria has not only the means of 
creating a desire [for the PLO's return to Damascus] but also of using terror- 
ism and application of pressure. These are the means Syria employed in three 
different and complementary courses of action, the first being exemplified 
in focusing the pressure on the Organization from within through the Pales- 
tinian organizations that have definite ties with the Syrian regime. But 
Syria tailed in that means when the five organizations announced their 
retraction of what was said about their criticism of Yasi ‘Arafat's visit 
to Jordan. And perhaps this retraction would be interpreted, through its 
officials’ latest statements, to be Syria's retraction. 


The second course of action is exemplified through disseminating news that 
the PLO is not secure in her headquarters in Tunis, which is open to the West 
and to American intelligence. Algerian intermediaries have circulated through 
the French press that Ahmed Bennour, The Tunisian security director, has 
presented the American intelligence with all the information about the 
Palestinians in Tunis. It would appear from the type of news that the target 
is not Bennour personally as much as to call into question the Tunisian 
Government's sincerity toward the Palestinian people. As to the third course 
of action, Syrian pressure is exemplified through an attempt at putting the 
PLO's leadership on notice that its location in Tunis does not place here at 
a distance from military pressures, and that it is a possible target for 
terrorist acts. However, these pressures are limited, as Syria does not have 
elements with direct ties or followers to commit terrorist acts in Tunis. 
Even the ruling Syrian regime's organization has been obliterated in Tunis, 
and is represented by none other than Muhammed Salih al-Hermasi, who resides 


in Damascus. 


Hence, observers note that Syria has begun through its connections in the 
three active Palestinian organizations who participate in influencing The 
Flame, to activate those acts which the organization that was discovered by 
the Tunisian police had intended to commit. And to undertake a series of 
explosions in Tunis and its environs!--Tunis is a small city where everyone 
knows everyone else's news. But the aim is to create an atmosphere of fear 
and terrorism, causing the PLO to consider carefully the circumstances of its 
presence in Tunis, and to compel the Tunisian Government to credit what is 
circulated by certain Western circles, that the Palestinians' presence in 
Tunis will transform it into a nation of international terrorism, with such 
an eventuality forcing Tunisia to convince the Palestinians, particularly the 
PLO's leadership, to move to Damascus. 
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Apart from this goal, which primarily benefits the Syrian regime, the entire 
Tunisian opposition parties, whether the extreme left or the Islamic Tendency, 
will not see in the prevailing conditions in Tunis reasonable or causal 
reasons to use violence and armed struggle as a means for specialized opposi- 
tion. The country's political atmosphere differs totally from that which 
prevailed at the time of the armed "Gafsa" operation--described today as a 
type of political opening and opportunity for expressions of opinion that led 
everyone, including the extreme left, to distribute leaflets, even to publish 
their opinions in the press. The economic conditions, too, are not conducive 
to the use of violence as they are to the use of other modes of struggle, 
practised first and foremost by the unions. Moreover, all types of Tunisian 
opposition groups have almost agreed to abandon the phenomena and methods of 
violence and terrorism. Hence, engaging of a small group in armed struggle, 
adopting a course of political action and committing acts of terrorism have 
been imported from outside the country through the agency of Abirouche, who 
sneaked into Tunisia in the latter part of the last month. 


And this does not point, in any way whatsoever, to internal Tunisian factors, 
but to factors related to an Arab regime, by which it attempts to place the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization under its umbrella in order to negotiate 
in its name. 
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TUNISIA 


RESOLUTION OF TEACHERS' STRIKE IN JENDOUBA DESCRIBED 


Tunis AL-SHA'B in Arabic 24 Dec 82 pp 6, 9 


[Article by Naji Remadi: _"The Professors in the El Horriya Institute in 
Jendouba Resume Teaching"/ 


[Text/ Early in the morning of 18 November, the El Horriya Institute in Jendou- 
ba was exposed to a fierce attack launched by the forces of public order in an 
attempt to repress the students and prevent them from advancing slogans which 
expressed an urgent desire for the realization of a group of longstanding, 
reasonable demands concerned with improving the boarding conditions, in terms 
of food, lodging, health and safety, and improving the circumstances of teach- 
ing by providing necessary accessories, equipment and facilities. In the course 
of that, violence was directed against the students through the use of clubs, 
the professors were attacked through various forms of vilification, insults 
and direct forms of derogation and window panes were broken. In addition, 

a large number of students were arrested after they had suffered wounds and 
bruises, along with a worker and an overseer. 


The professors immediately gathered and issued a statement in which they de- 
clared that they were going on an immediate conditional strike to protest the 
violence done to the inviolability of their educational institution and to con- 
demn the acts of violence, in the wake of which a large number of students, 
along with a worker and an overseer, were taken off to hospital. 


1. The release of the arrested persons (a basic condition for going back to 
work) . 


2. Respece for the educational institution and the guarantee of its security 
through the failure to infringe on its inviolability and do violence to the 
dignity of the people in it, so that it would not be subject to the exercise 
of violence in the future. 


3. The effort to eliminate the causes of the crisis through the realization of 
the demands of the educational community, repair of the damage that had been 
done, and the provision of accessories, health facilities, work equipment and 
so forth. 
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The National Unions' Position 


The national secondary education unions got into action and on 22 November 
1982 gave notice to the minister of national education, who was amazed by the 
BOP attack on the institute and condemned what had happened, expressing his 
apologies, stressing that excesses had occurred and evincing a readiness to 
cooperate with all parties to transcend this crisis. 


The national unions also got in touch with the various departments of the mini- 
stry, which asserted that they had not been informed of what had happened, and 
the leadership of the Tunisian General Federation of Labor, which gave the mat~ 
ter great attention, and contacts were made with the minister of national 
education in an attempt to invite the parties to the discussion table with the 
goal of transcending what had occurred. However, it was confirmed, through the 
sequence of subsequent events, that the Ministry of Education departments had 
sought to escalate the crisis by staying away on two occasions, as an involved 
party, from the working session which the minister had allowed to be held on 

© December 1982 and whose convening had been requested by our brother Habib 
Achour, chairman of the Tunisian General Federation of Labor, in his contacts 


with the ministry. 


It is well known that the national unions held a working session with the mini- 
ster of education in which he asserted, after a lengthy discussion on the causes 
of the crisis, the state of the institute and the circumstances of work and 
study in it, that there were a number of students in other institutes who lived 
in olive mills, poultry farms and warehouses, and that that certainly showed 

the corrupt state of the El Horriya Institute in Jendouba, which though its 
condition was such, was considered one of the very best institutes. 


It is worth pointing out that the Ministry of National Education, which twice 
failed to attend the working session, sent cables on 7 December to all the pro- 
fessors on strike, informing them that their strike was illegal and would re- 
sult in the suspension of salary and inviting them to resume instruction at a 
date no later than 8 December 1982, or it would consider that they were refusing 
to work and exposing themselves to the administrative measures stipulated by 
law, which would certainly fall within the realm of arbitrary dismissal. 


The Regional Labor Federation in Jendouba Offers Support 


The Regional Labor Federation in Jendouba called for a meeting of the admini- 
strative council on 13 December 1982, and a general internal statement actually 
was issued by this council asserting the professors' rights to their union 
declaration, condemning the fact that the educational institutions had been 
exposed to acts of violence and proposing a protest strike throughout the en- 
tire region in the event the professors were subjected to arbitrary acts or 
unpleasantness. Through this purposeful activity, the Regional Labor Federa- 
tion in Jendouba took a stand alongside the educational community in the insti- 
tute and supported it in its ordeal. 


The Nationwide Education Unions Hold a Press Conference 


The national offices of the unions of secondary education, in their technical 
and professional levels, held a press conference the Wednesday before last in 
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the headquarters of the Tunisian General Federation of Labor attended by a 
group of journalists. In the course of it, the events were reviewed from 
their start, that is, 18 November 1982, to the meeting of the administrative 
council of the Regional Federation in Jendouba and the decision of the national 
offices to have a joint administrative council meeting on 17 December 1982. 
The press conference reviewed the situation in the El Kaf area and the bad 
condition of the secondary institutes there. The people speaking in the name 
of the national offices of the secondary education unions expressed their 
condemnation of the state affairs had reached as a result of the Ministry of 
Education department's evasion of the discussion, and they asserted that the 
professors were not people who were fond of striking for the sake of striking. 


The Ministry Sends Cables Again 


Once again, the Ministry of National Education sent cables, in spite of all 
the efforts that had been made to rise above the crisis. It cabled all the 
persons on strike, informing them that they had ceased teaching as of 18 Nov- 
ember 1982 for unlawful reasons and that they had insisted on refusing to work. 


The Joint Administrative Council Convenes 


The national offices decided to invite the Joint Administrative Council to an 
emergency meeting, and in fact on 17 December 1982, in the headquarters of 

the Regional Federation of Labor in Jendouba,in the course of an exchange of 
information among all the members, everyone reviewed the various stages the 
union efforts had gone through, in the objective of transcending the crisis, 
on the basis of the elimination of all the causes and reasons and realization 
of the legitimate demands of the unions, especially the guarantee of the se- 
curity of the educational institutions and their protection from all excesses 
and infringements on the dignity of all the people in them. Participating in 
the discussion were the representatives of the El Horriya Institute in Jendouba 
and the representatives of the other institutes in the region. They provided 
supplementary information on the course of events. A general statement was 
issued by this administrative council asserting that the situation in the il 
Horriya Institute in Jendouba was almost the same as that in the other insti- 
tutes in all the provinces of the republic, that there was no room for edu- 
cational institutes to become pastures for the violence that the general 
security forces had pursued in the El Horriya institute, and that the strike 
by the institute professors was a legitimate one, aimed at eliminating all the 
causes that had brought this sort of activity forth. In addition, the admini- 
strative council, in its general statement, saluted the perseverance of the 
teachers in the El Horriya Institute in Jendouba in defense of the inviolability 
of the educational institution. In another area, the administrative council 
endorsed the demand of the professors in the institute and considered that it 
was of concern to all the teachers in secondary education in the country. 

In its text, the statement requested the supervising authorities to return 
immediately to negotiations on all the issues that had been raised that bore 
on the situation in the El Horriya Institute. The administrative council 
adopted internal measures that it assigned the national offices to carry out 
in the event the negotiations did not succeed. 
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Out of the consideration that the question was not under the jurisdiction of 
the rank and file inthe Jendouba Institute alone; in accordance with the 
demands of the professors in the institute; in consideration of the fact that 
about 2,500 students had been deprived of their studies; in response to the 
desire of the guardians, who had expressed their sympathy with this cause; 
and also out of consideration for the responsible discussion that was under 
way between the nationwide secondary education union organizations and our 
orother the Chairman of the Tunisian General Federation of Labor; the 
administrative council demanded that the El Horriya institute in Jenduba be 
opened and that instruction in it be resumed, and called on all professors to 
return to work starting on 20 December 1982, in ordinary conditions. 


We might point out that the administrative council members had, in the course 
of the discussion, raised certain questions on the obscurity surrounding the 
irresponsible actions of certain parties, especially the Ministry of Education 
departments which had deliberately shut down the El Horriya Institute in Jen- 
douba, specifically on the morning of the day in which they had issued an in- 
vitation to attend the working session that had been scheduled for transcending 
the crisis —- during which, had it been held, and had the ministry delegation 
not stayed away from it, the crisis would have been transcended. 


Breaking up the Strike 


It is well known that as soon as the proceedings of the administrative council 
were concluded, the national committees got in touch with our brother the 
chairman of the federation and informed him of the decisions that had been 
adopted. It so happened that he got in touch with the supervising authorities, 
who agreed that the institute should be opened on 20 December 1982 and gave 
permission for female schoolteachers to be enabled to resume residing in their 


rooms in the dormitory. 
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KURDISH PARTY CONGRESS OPENS IN BAGHDAD 3 FEBRUARY 
JNO41454 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1300 GMT 4 Feb 83 


[Excerpts] Baghdad, 4 Feb (INA)--'Abd As-Sattar Tahir Sharif, secretary 

of the Kurdistan Revolutionary Party [KRP] Central Committee, has said that 
the autonomy experiment in Iraq's Kurdistan has provided a peaceful and 
democratic atmosphere for our Kurdish people to exercise their national 
legitimate rights within the framework of one homeland. 


In a report submitted to the party's llth National Congress, which began 
its work here yesterday, Sharif added that this experiment has bolstered 
national unity within the context of fraternal relations, equal rights and 
duties and joint responsibility. The report also reviewed the stages 
accomplished by the KRP on the level of supporting the progressive national 
and patriotic front, which is led by the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, and 
its active role in boosting this front and all the forces and parties 
affiliated to it. It also reviewed the positive atmosphere created by the 
revolution to mature this pioneering experiment in Iraq and touched on the 
delicate and decisive stage through which Iraq is passing while confronting 
the Iranian aggression in defense of the Arab nation and its dignity. 


The congress, which is held under the slogan "let us struggle to firmly 
establish and develop autonomy in the Kurdistan region in a manner which 
consolidates and strengthens the Iraqi national unity under President Saddam 
Husayn's leadership," will discuss the political and organizational reports 
prepared by the KRP's Central Committee as well as the party's activities 
during the last 5 years and its working plan for the next 5 years. 
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IRAQ 


RAMADAN ON POPULAR ARMY ROLE, VOLUNTEERS 
JNO61012 Baghdad INA in Arabic 2030 GMT 6 Feb 83 


[Text] Baghdad, 6 Feb (INA)--Taha Yasin Ramadan, Revolution Command Council 
member and commander in chief of the popular army, has said that the number 
of fighters of the popular army who had completed their course of training 
has reached 500,000. 


At a press conference held here last night on the 13th anniversary of the 
establishment of the popular army, which falls on Tuesday, Ramadan said 
that plans have been amde to increase the number of fighters of this army 
to 750,000 crained fighters. 


He pointed out that the number of the Arab volunteers in the popular army 
has reached 14,000. He also stressed that there are no foreign fighters 
or volunteers among the popular army. Ramadan added that the number of 
fighters of the popular army will increase during this year by 100,000, 
stressing that the popular army experiment in Iraq has proved its military 
efficiency in defending the homeland outside its territorial borders [words 


indistinct]. 


On women's participation in the popular army, Ramadan said that this par- 
ticipation was the subject of a thorough study and that an integrated plan 
had been drawn up in this regard. He also said that women's participation 
has developed to a level whereby the number of women fighters after the 
war is greater than before the war. 


Taha Yasin Ramadan praised the participation of the Arab volunteers in the 
pan-Arab battle against the Iranian enemy, saying that this participation 
embodied the pau-Arab dimension of the battle. He added that it was also 

a reply to the traitor rulers and the suspect political moves which surfaced 
as a result of the current bad circumstances through which the Arab nation 
is passing especially the treacherous stand of the agent regimes of Al-Asad 


and Al-Qadhdhafi. 
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IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


CANADIAN AUTOBUS DEAL--The first shipment of Canadian autobuses will arrive 
soon in Baghdad. They were ordered by the Public Transportation Board in the 
Iraqi capital to be put into passenger service in Baghdad. This shipment re- 
presents part of a 42 million pounds sterling deal, which the Iraqi authorities 
signed with a branch of the Canadian Bombardiyah Company, which operates an 
autobus factory in the city of Limerick, Ireland. In accordance with the deal, 
Baghdad will receive 500 double-decker busses from Ireland, equipped with 
British Rolls Royce engines. It is worth pointing out that the municipality 

of Baghdad is considered one of the largest spenders for growth and development 
projects in Iraq. However, foreign companies have recently reported that they 
must offer the required financing for projects to be implemented in the Iraqi 
capital, for fearthat their projects will be subject to a freeze. This request 
comes in the wake of measures of governmental expenditure pressure, to which 
Iraq is resorting due to the reduction of foreign cash reserves to about $8 
billion. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 305, 25 Dec 82 p 37] 7005 
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JORDAN 


DEVELOPMENT PLAN'S INADEQUACY IN DEALING WITH BANKING SECTOR CRITICIZED 
Amman AL-FAJR AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 130, 27 Oct-2 Nov 82 pp 8-9 


[Article by Fahd al-(Fanik): "Lost Or Found?--The Jordanian Banking 
Sector's Role in the Economic and Social Development Plan"] 


[Text] The 5-year development plan is supposed to cover all of the 
economic and social activities in Jordan for the 5-year period 1981-85, 
including banking and financial activity, and it is supposed to deal with 
all of the production and service sectors, including the banking sector. 


The banking sector, according to the concept of the plan, embraces a 
large and very important number of financial institutions such as the 
Central Bank, licensed commercial banks, specialized credit institutions, 
the Amman Financial Market, investment banks, and financial, investment, 
and real estate firms in addition to insurance and money-changing firms. 


In spite of this fact, the development plan document devoted a total of 
only five pages to the banking sector. Even these few pages did not 
include any plan for this sector, nor did they deal with the activities 
which it would be undertaking, the growth which the various functions 
[of the banking sector] would be experiencing, or any estimates of the 
principal indicators which would be governing the development of the 


sector. 


The five pages involved amount to an article which relates the following: 
The first part of the article talks about new establishments and the 
activities and developments which occurred in the banking sector during 
the last 5 years, without comparing all of this with the objectives set 
forth in the previous plan. The second part talks about special 

features and problems, the foundations of the monetary and banking 
policy, and finally about procedures and methods. 


The paragraphs coming under the heading "special features and problems" 
amount to a narration of facts concerning the banking apparatus as well as 
the problems and deficiencies which it suffers from since most of the 
activity of the banking apparatus is concentrated in Amman, since 50 
percent of the banking credit is granted to the 0.5 percent of the clients 
who are fortunate and big clients, since the market is a narrow one, 
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since there is a lack of flexibility, since there is no response to the 
requirements of development, since the role [played by the banking 
apparatus] is insufficient, etc. 


Under the headings "foundations of the monetary and banking policy" and 
"procedures and methods," the development plan provides us with 27 
stylistically-written paragraphs, most of which begin with the use of 

terms such as "development," "expansion," "encouragement," "modernization," 
"providing incentives,” "intensification," and "improvement." 


In other words, the plan for the banking sector for the next 5 years fits 
any country in the Third World and any period of our history. We say this 
because it revolves around exhausted generalities such as the necessity 

of modernizing legislation and laws, developing the market, encouraging 
deposits, improving services, expanding the labor base, and attracting 
savings. These are platitudes, not a plan for change. 


The plan for the banking sector did not forget to call upon the Associa- 
tion of Banks to play a "more effective" role, to call upon insurance 
companies to "increase their participation" in the development process, 
to call upon the University of Jordan to "expand" its instruction in 
subjects dealing with financial matters, to call upon organizations, 
which were not named, to "improve" their statistics and to gather 


information, etc. 


So the 5-year development plan, with a minimum of skill, has avoided 
formulating a plan for the banking sector, has avoided providing the 
banking sector with a clear monetary, financial, and banking policy to 
follow, and has avoided providing definite numerical indicators which 
could be used as a basis for calling this sector to account and keeping 


track of its achievements. 


Since this was permitted, those who wrote the development plan could have 
also dispensed with everything which they wrote concerning, for example, 

the industrial sector and contented themselves with writing another 

article in which they could have called for the encouragement of production, 
improvement in efficiency, reduction of waste, development of the production 
process, reduction of costs, modernization of the laws, encouragement of 
investment, provision of incentives for investors, improvement of 
productivity, increasing reliance on local raw materials, and opening up 
more export markets. B ut instead of doing this, the authors wrote about 
definite projects and provided advance estimates concerning investments, 


production, and growth. 


I do not know why the National Planning Council adopted the banking sector 
portion of a development plan which does not say anything about important 
matters such as the following: 


Is the door open or closed for licensing more banks and insurance firms? 











What is the percentage of increase in exported currency and circulating 
currency which will correspond to the requirements of development and 
will not increase inflation during the next 5 years? 


What are the plan's predictions concerning the volume, categories, and 
forms of deposits? 


What are the plan's predictions or objectives concerning the volume of 
bank credit, concerning how the credit will be distributed, and concerning 
the sectors which will be making use of this credit? 


How will the country's reserves of gold and foreign currencies develop? 


How will the domestic and foreign public debt develop, and what will be 
the cost of servicing the public debt? 


What are the plans which will be followed by specialized credit 
institutions such as the Housing Bank, the Industrial Development Bank, 


the Agricultural Credit Corporation, etc.? 


What is the investment plan of the Pension Fund, the General Insurance 
Corporation, and the investment funds in the two universities? 


What type of role will the new financial institutions play in the 
fields of financing, savings, and investment? 


What are the trends which the development plan desires to see in terms 
of the scale of interest rates and the diversity of interest rates--which 
differ according to which establishment is seeking a loan and what the 


purpose of the loan is? 
What role are the insurance companies expected to play? 
What will we be doing to create a fund for financing exports? 


How will we solve the problems which stand in the way of financing the 
construction and contracting sector? 


What about the financial center of the banking apparatus during the next 
> years in terms of sources and uses of capital? 


Do we want to open up our monetary and banking trends to international 
influence>, or do we want to isolate our banking system and not allow it 
to be affected by what goes on in other countries? Etc., etc. 


I would like to add that whoever examines the dossiers concerning the 
preparation of the last 5-year development plan will find my name among 
the members of the Preparatory Committee dealing with the banking sector. 
This means--at least in theory--that I am partially responsible for the 
presentation of this stylistically-written article which is full of 
generalities rather than a real plan for the banking sector which is 
reinforced by statistics, tables, percentages, and approximate diagrams. 
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In order to do justice to me and to all of the members of the Banking 
Sector Committee, I must make it clear that the committee was only called 
upon to hold one meeting. Even this one meeting was cancelled, on the 
understanding that the committee would be called upon to hold a meeting 
later on--but this meeting was never held. I do not know who it was, on 
behalf of the committee, who prepared the draft of the chapter which deals 
with monetary policy and the banking apparatus in the development plan. 


Furthermore, the plan for the Central Bank contains no general indicators 
which make clear what the development plan expects the Central Bank to do 
in terms of providing guidance for the banking sector. What this means is 
that the monetary and banking policies and procedures will be decided 

upon on the spur of the moment, and under the pressure of circumstances-- 
rather than as part of an integral economic plan for all the sectors of 


our national economy. 


All the development plan documents, because of changes in the general 
circumstances and essential matters, require revision in most of their 
statistics, predictions, and tables which we have presented in other 
articles. Since this is true, then it would be advisable to utilize this 
opportunity to formulate a plan for the banking sector to replace this 
general stylistically-written article which the current development plan 
document has included on the basis that it is a monetary and banking plan-- 


which it is not. 


SL 
© 








JORDAN 


CAUSES OF TRADE DEFICIT DISCUSSED 
Amman AL-FAJR AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 130, 27 Oct-2 Nov 82 pp 10-11 


[Article by Jabir (Budur): "The Structural Flaw in Jordan's Balance of 
Payments''] 


[Text] Jordan's balance of payments suffers from a structural flaw which 
is simultaneous with, and steadily increasing along with, growth in 
economic development activity. This is clearly shown by the trade deficit 
in the current account balance which has undergone a big increase from 
39.7 million dinars in 1962--the first year of development planning--to 
544.7 million dinars in 1980. In this last year the deficit was equal 

to 71.4 percent of Jordan's gross national income. This is an indication 
of the enormity of this deficit, and shows how necessary it is to find 
appropriate solutions to curb this increase. 


In any case, our purpose in writing this article is limited to pointing 
out and discussing the causes of this deficit and attempting to put a 
finger on this problem which needs to be solved at the present time. 


The annual trade deficit [during the last few years] has been as follows 
(in millions of dinars): 


Period Actual Planned 
deficit deficit 
1962-67 (Plan period I) 46.1 - 
1964-70 (Plan period II) 48.9 46.8 
1973-75 (Plan period III) 127.1 73.4 
1976-80 (Plan period IV) I9eel 175.4 


As an initial comment and simplified statement concerning the matter, we 
are able to say that the cause of this deficit is the small volume of 
Jordan's national exports in comparison with its large volume of imports. 
Or we can say that it is vice versa, that the cause is the large volume 

of imports in comparison with the small volume of our national exports. 
This latter view is more accurate since the development of our national 
exports has been development on a reasonable scale, whereas the development 
of our imports has been development which is unhealthy and excessive. This 
makes it all the more appropriate to seek the causes of the deficit in the 
undesirable feature--namely, the imports. 
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Anyone who analyzes the structural composition of Jordan's imp. rts during 
the last decade will find that the characteristic feature of Jordan's 
imports, relatively speaking, is still that of excessive importation of 
consumer goods, along with a steady relative increase in the importation 
of capital and semi-finished equipment [and goods], in comparison with 
what was the case during the sixties. 


During the seventies the average annual rate of consumer imports was 48.9 
percent of all imports, compared with 59 percent during the sixties, 
whereas, during the seventies, the volume of imports of capital goods 

and equipment totalled 24.9 percent, as compared with 8.6 percent during 


the sixties. 


This shows the fact that a high volume of imports of consumer goods 
continues to be relatively important in Jordan's foreign trade (since 
these goods accounted for a total of 240 million dinars in 1980). This 
fact suggests a few questions, and the most important question concerns 
the nature of these goods. Are they foodstuffs or are they luxury goods? 
If they are foodstuffs, why is Jordan's economic policy not based on 
concentrating [foodstuff industries in Jordan] and channeling investments 
into foodstuff industries? This could be done in successive periods, 
starting with industries that are possible to establish, industries which 
would supplement each other, and industries which could start out by veing 
industries based on agricultural production (or agricultural production 
surpluses). This would solve two essential problems that we have. First 
of all, it would support the agricultural sector, provide an incentive 
for increasing its productivity, and do justice to the farmers who would 
then not be forced to sell their produce at dirt-cheap prices at certain 
periods [of the year]. Also, this would promote the ‘idustrial sector 
and help develop its income. In addition to this, tis would satisfy 
local consumer demand for the foodstuffs produced (at least partially, 

if not totally). This is something which becomes urgent if we realize 
that 47 percent of the consumer goods in 1980, totalling a value of 113 
million dinars, consisted of imported foodstuffs. 


If the imported goods are luxury goods, then the proper question is: 

How does our trade policy stand with regard to this pattern of consumption? 
Is it proper for our trade and economic policy to ignore the depletion 

of JOrdan's sources of hard currency, as we eagerly import luxuty goods 

tor which we have no need? It is true that the Jordanian economy is a 

free and unregulated economy, but why can our economic policy not play an 
indirect and larger role in order to put a stop to something which is harmful 
to Jordan's economic structure? 


The tollowing table shows some of Jordan's consumer imports in 1980 (in 
millions of dinars): 


Total value 


Products 

Alcoholic beverages 1.442 
Ready-made clothes 15.479 
Shoes 3.423 
Automobiles (continuous consumption 19.186 


since they are used for private jobs) 











It is true that the non-economic definition of luxury goods differs 
according to the point of view of the person making the definition, and 
this definition depends on a person's income and consumer habits. But 
nobody can dispute the statement that Jordanian consumers are not in need 
»§ de luxe clothing (with a pair of shoes costing from 70 to 100 dinars). 
And no one can dispute the fact that such consumers should instead buy 
local shoes which cost no more than 15 dinars. In 1980 about 3.4 million 
dinars worth of shoes were imported. Jordanian consumers can also do 
wihtout enormously expensive luxury automobiles (Jordan imported a total 
of 19 million dinars worth of automobiles [in 1980]). Furthermore, 
Jordanians do not need to build luxurious castles and palaces. Instead 
of such castles and palaces, they could build attractive villas which 
cost only one-tenth of the cost of these palaces--the cost of which runs 
into hundreds of thousands of dinars, if not millions of dinars. In my 
opinion, these luxury palaces mean using up savings in the fields of 
building investments rather than investing these savings in the field of 
building investments. In any case, Jordanian consumers could be [more] 
prudent in terms of selecting how they spend their money. Furthermore, 
it should be possible for our economic policy, via customs and tax 
policies, to set the direction for our consumers and limit consumption 
transactions which use up the consumers' savings. 


In addition to this, the above-mentioned has shown that Jordan's importa- 
tion both of capital goods and semi-finished goods increased during the 
last decade. If we take into consideration the development plans which 
have been implemented and those which will be implemented, we find that 
the importation of capital and semi-finished goods is going to increase 
until, by 1985, it will amount to about 475 million dinars worth of capital 
goods (34.7 percent of the total value of imports) and 464 million dinars 
worth of semi-finished goods (33.9 percent of the total value of imports). 
This is something which is also abnormal in a growing economy such as that 
of Jordan. Its experiment in planned development has entered its third 
decade--applying trade policies which have indicated a certain amount of 
progress, starting with the substitution of imports at the end of the 
sixties and beginning of the seventies, and then following this with the 
application of the policy of, and providing subsidies for, industrial 


exports. 


Most economists say that the economy of any country which bases a large 
portion of its development on foreign aid--which goes toward the purchase 
of capital goods and equipment necessary for its development-- must reach 
the stage of intermediate industrialization after one decade has gone by 
and must reach the stage of manufacturing equipment which will contribute 
to the capital industries within a comparatively short period of time. It 
is true that, in the case of the economy of any developing country, there 
is a stage where this country can choose between non-development and 
stability in its balance of payments or development and the emergence of 
a structural flaw or overall deficit in its balance of payments. It is 
inevitable that any nation which has decided upon development will 
experience difficulties in its balance of payments. But the question 











remains: How long should these pressures in the balance of payments 
continue? How long should it be before one outgrows this stage? The 
answer is that some nations continue to suffer from these difficulties 
for long periods of time, but the deficits in the balance of payments 
are mostly attributable to vicissitudes experienced by the monetary 
sector rather than to worsening deficits in their balance of trade. In 
short, one can say that Jordan's deficit in its balance of payments is 
largely attributable to consumption of luxury goods and is, to a lesser 
degree, attributable to the desire to provide a thrust for economic 
development. It goes without saying that development is something which 
is inevitable. However, as far as our consumption pattern is concerned, 
it is possible for economic policies to play a considerable role in 
placing restrictions on it so that this will consequently be reflected 


in the balance of payments. 


Finally we should remark that the remittances sent home by Jordanians 
working abroad totalled about 360 million dinars in 1980, and they have 
played--and continue to play--a considerable role in covering our chronic 
deficit in our balance of payments. These remittances are more beneficial 
[than] luxury investments such as the purchase of luxury automobiles, 

land speculation, or the building of luxurious palaces. 


9468 
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JORDAN 


STOCK EXCHANGE DIRECTOR DISCUSSES RECENT MARKET CONDITIONS 


Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 23 Dec 82 p 7 


[article by Nabil Ghazzawi: "AL-SIYASAH Holds a Conversation with the Manager 
of the Amman Money Market on Relative Conditions and Investment Trends"/ 


[Text/ The directior general of the Amman financial market, Dr Hashim al- 
Dabbagh, spelled out three main reasons for the relative recession that has 
afflicted the Jordanian stock market. They are reasons which, it appears, 
have affected the various stock markets in the area, in view of the fact that 
they have a regional and international character. 


However, Dr al-Dabbagh stressed the solidity of the Jordanian market, which has 
become distinguished by a broad base of supply and demand, in addition to the 
fact that the fiscal and monetary system is designed in a way that enables it 
to absorb foreign pressures and accommodate their repercussions on the local 
market. The text of the conversation follows herewith: 


/Question/ What are the reasons that have led to the relative stagnation in 
the flow of transactions in the Amman financial market recently? Could you 
provide a comparison with the same period of last year? 


fanswer/ In reality, this relative stagnation that the secondary market has 
witnessed may be ascribed to a number of factors that arose after the clear, 


noticeable activity with which transactions were characterized in the last 3 
months of last year, which continued throughout the first half of this year. 


One of the most conspicuous of these factors were the political conditions the 
region has been witnessing recently. These are embodied in the war in Lebanon 
and also the continuation of the Iraqi-Iranian war. All these occurrences have 
led to a lack of stability and frustration in the investment climate, which 

has led to the emergence of fears among investors. This has been reflected in 

a negative sense on the course of transactions in the market: as you know, 

every market in every country is a mirror reflecting the economic activity in 

the country. In addition, the market most closely resembles a most sensitive 
barometer which changes with the economic, legal and political changes around it. 


The third factor may be attributed to the large volume of issues of stocks and 
bonds put up for public subscription this year. This year has been considered 











a year of issues -- subscriptions <= since the number pf companies that have 
offered shares in the course of it total 22 corporations of which 12 are newly 
establisned and 10 are existing ones increasing their capital by offering 

snares for public subscription. The value of the shares offered, including 

the founders' allocations, came to 73 million dinars, which covered approximate- 
ly 110 million dinars, or an excess of 37 million dinars in funds over the limit 
set out for subscription. In addition, the founders offered loan paper worth 

12 million dinars, and the Jordanian Central Bank has assumed charge of making 
the 17th issuance of development bonds for a sum of 6 million dinars, acting on 
behalf of the government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 


As a result of the second factor, the funds surplus to subscription -—— which 
come to 37 million dinars that are considered to be 100 percent paid up -—- 

have played a basic role in this stagnation, since these surplus finds constitute 
a big portion of the money supply, and the companies' delay in returning these 
surplus funds, as a consequence of the large administrative burdens these com- 
panies incurred through the great increase in the number of shareholders, has 
nad a direct effect on the supply of money available in the market -- especially 
wnen we realize that a large group of the people who have not recovered their 
money are among the basic participants in the secondary market. In addition, 
/concerning/ the statement made above regarding the fact that the large volume 
of issues offered this year constitutes a large portion of the money supply, 

a large part of that has been absorbed via the secondary market by the pri:ary 


ONneSe 


In addition, we believe that these offerings constitute a great financial force 
: that the absorptive capacity of the market has become limited in the light 
of tnis great volume of offerings. There is an external factor, another factor 
that nas played a secondary role not as important as the three above factors, 
and that is an economic one that is embodied in world recession and fiscal con- 
traction and severe fluctuations in the trends of interest rates on foreign 
currency and the exchange rates on foreign currency at that time. We know 

that these fluctuations in interest rates and in exchange rates have led to a 
contraction in transactions in most markets of the world; in addition, the drop 
in world oil demand, and consequently the drop in oil prices, have resulted 

in the fact that these countries have started to suffer from a paucity of reven- 
ues, that has had a negative repercussion on economic activities in these 
countries, and the region as a whole has been affected by this recession. 


/Question/ What is your assessment of the condition of the market at the 
present time? 


/answer/ In actuality, the market is currently going through a corrective 
period, following the contraction it witnessed in the first half of the year. 
As I believe it, the market is strong and solid, in spite of the political and 
economic events the area has witnessed and in spite of the massive size of the 
subscription, which absorbed a large part of the volume of the liquidity 
available to citizens. 


In addition, the course of transactions started to be stimulated last week 
and activity and vigor started to return to the market, according to our ob- 











rvation of the volume of transactions, the start of their gradual rise, and 
vue improvement in the level of prices that the stocks of some companies have 
Startea to experience. 


In addition, people's impressions on the recession in the first half of this 
year nave arisen from the feeling they have gained from comparable periods: 
they compare the recession that took place in the second half with the revival 
the market witnessed in the first half of this year. The truth is that the 
comparieson must be made on the basis of a comparison between the individual 
months in this year and the months in previous years -—— because the market's 
performance corresponds in corresponding periods of various years in the light 
of fixed factors and circumstances == so that clearer and better indices of 
the developments in its activities and the level of its operation may be given. 
dere, as a result of this, the Amman financial market is still witnessing 
volumes that are much greater than in previous years, when we become acquainted 
with the indices that measure the activity of this market. 


~*am aw 


tar this year have exceeded 120 million dinars. This is 53 percent greater 
tnan in the volume of transactions last year and it is equal to the volume of 
transactions last year and it is equal to the volume of transactions in the 
market from the time it started its activity in 1978 to the end of the third 


quarter of last year, 1981. 


In addition, if we compare the number of shares transacted and the volume of 
transactions over the months of the year with the months of previous years, we 
will sense that the number of shares and the volume of transactions were higher 
most months this year than they were in the months of the previous years. 


in addition, the daily rate of transactions this year has been much higher than 
the rates attained in previous years, since the daily rate of transactions this 
year, up to the end of 24 November 1982, came to 466,570 dinars as compared with 


250,324 dinars last year. 


In addition, stock prices are also higher than they were in previous years, 
and evidence of that is the record figure for stock prices the market has been 
recording; these figures show this rise. As an example of that, the highest 
record figure for stock prices reached in past years did not exceed 177, 

while this figure this year exceeded 223, and the lowest figure recorded this 
year was 190, which is much higher than the highest figure to have been re- 
corded in the previous years of the life of the market. 


In terms of subscriptions, this year was distinguished by a big expansion in the 
base of issues, since the primary market witnessed offerings of stock for public 
subscription valued at 110 million dinars by 22 companies. 


Ut these companies, 12 are newly established and 10 are existing ones that have 
expanded by offering stock for public subscription. In addition, two organi- 
zations offered loan paper worth 12 million dinars, and there was a single 
issue of development bonds worth 6 million dinars. Through these large figures, 
one can say that there has been a qualitative and quantitative leap and an in- 
portant development in the Jordanian financial paper market. 
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nerefore, througn these indices, we can say that current market conditions are 
expressive of phenomena that are characterized by a balance in the volume of 
‘ransactions and stability in prices as a result of balance in the supply ana 
iemana sides of the market, where the process of transactions has been marked 

oy a small number of purchase offers in small volumes, out of an assumption and 
an expectation, on the part of purchasers, that there will soon be a rise in 
prices, and conversely, at the same time, by a cmall number of sales offers, 

in small volumes, out of the sellers' assumption and expectation that there will 
soon be a rise in prices. This explains the relative firmness and stability in 


prices. 


Because of this stability, ours is a vigorous, strong, solid market, to the 
point where its activity has exceeded our expectations. This balance was 
created as a result of the fact that the base of supply and demand in the market 
nas become broad and extensive. The market has repeatedly demanded that in- 
struments be created that will have the effect of expanding supply, making it 
possible to achieve justice in auctioneering in the hall in order to create 
justice among investors. This is what the market has also been calling for -—- 
unat is, the effort to expand the base of the stockholders. 


in addition, we are still anxious to present continuous information regarding 
financial paper and publish it for the citizens, because showing, disclosing 
and publishing information is the spirit of the market and the ingredient of 
its continued success. 


In addition, we are still applying the principle of facilitating opportunities 
for transactions for all people conducting transactions by providing sound, 
important information for them all, buyers and sellers alike, in terms of 
timing and quality, preventing any of the parties to the transaction process 


from defrauding any other party. 


The distinctive features of the market are the fact that we are seeking to 
create sound new financial paper for companies that have specific goals and 
odjectives, the fact that our attention and tendency are to see that these 
companies have healthy births so that this market may continue with its de- 
velopment and success, and the fact that our orientations and objectives are 

to work to draw investors to take part in industrial and agricultural corpora- 
tions and other productive companies that will have the effect of providing 
ellective participation in the diversification of the economic base and the 
jevelopment of our domestic economy. This matter, of course, demands the 
creation of incentives and suitable measures to encourage this sort of activity. 


In addition, our financial and monetary system is designed in a manner which 
enables it to absorb external pressures and assimilate a large portion of their 
impact on the local market. With thanks to God, our Jordanian economy is 
strong and solid, in spite of the disturbances and the worldwide financial 
contraction that has afflicted most of the economies of the countries in the 
world. In spite of the scarcity of our resources, as well, the national com- 
mitments this country bears, and the foreign pressures we face, it is, with 
God's help, able to persevere and sacrifice itself in the context of the 
leadership of King Husayn, the builder of the renaissance of this country, in 
the context of the sincere labor of our upright government and in the context 
of the unremitting labor of the people of this country and service to the 
economy of our beloved Jordan. 











[cuestion/ why hasn't the secondary market witnessea the sort of activity that 
the market of issuances and subscriptions witnessed in the second half of this 


year? 


/answer/ In reality, the secondary market and the primary market (subscriptions) 
are interconnected to a large degree, and the activity and the success the 
seconaary market has experienced in past years, and this year, have been a 
major cause of the activity and revival of the primary market, which was em- 
oodied in the offering of shares and loan paper to corporations. It was a 
direct result of the success of the secondary market, which is represented by 
its ability to provide rapid liquidity for any financial paper in the context 
of justice in transactions and in the framework of the organizational and 
managerial ability of the organizations operating in the market, which is 
manifested in the attraction of people conducting transactions to this market, 
ana the publication of the information and prices related to the financial 


x 
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paper, that investment awareness and the deepening of this awareness among the 
people conducting the transactions have played a basic role in the revival of 
this market, since the investment mentality has become widespread among large 
eroups of peopie in the society and its institutions and the purchase of com- 
pany stocks and bonds has come to include a broad segment of the society, 
extending from major investors -—= individuals and organizations -- to small 
savers. In addition, the impression that now prevails in the minds of many 
people conducting transactions is that the levels the prices of the shares 
nanaled in the secondary market have reached are to some extent relatively 
nign and that the anticipated profit margin is slight when compared with the 
profit margin expected from the ownership of stocks through subscription in 
tne primary market, and that has created a new trend in the nature of invest- 
nent. in ee to the foregoing, the revival of the primary market and the 
their justit fications. Among these justifications is the ease in selling the 
stocks subscribed a short period after the procedures of allocation have been 
completed, especially because of the good administrative and financial reputa- 
tion of certain of the founders involved in the companies offering shares and 
the expectations on the part of the people conducting the transactions that 
Shese companies will be a success. In spite of all that, our citizens have come 
to possess a better awareness and have started to distinguish between good and 
promising companies and those without clearly specified goals and features. 
Tne nearest examples of that are the great percentages by which the shares of 
some companies have been covered, while certain companies' shares have not 


deen. 


[cuestion/ Why do you insist on publishing information related to securities 
ven in the context of the relative recession the market has been going through 
since the beginning of the second half of this year? 


[answer/ The publication of data and information is considered one of the 
basic factors in the success of any securities market, and the most important 
thing distinguishing this market from others in developing countries is its 
total concern to present and show information that is of concern to all people 
conducting transactions, so that the information will not be the monopoly of 
anyone to the exclusion of otners, in order to bring about an atmosphere and 
circumstances that will meet the principle of the right to just and balanced 
transactions among both parties to the financial process (the buyer and the 
seller) in all circumstances. 














ri anlar the market has a prominent, distinctive role in this area. we 
qave erienced numerous cases and examples that are connected to the impor- 
tance and the role of the disclosure and publication of information so that 
our ears and eyes can observe, note and pick up any news that has a direct 
eff.ct on the market and the public corporations and their securities. We 
pelieve that the secret of our success is our extreme attention to this matter. 














KUWAIT 


IMMIGRATION CHIEF DISCUSSES RESIDENCE VIOLATIONS 


Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 24 Dec 82 p 7 


[article by Safi al-Din al-Zu'by: "Yusuf al-Shumaymiri, Director of the General 
Nationality, Passport and Residence Department: We Will Not Extend the Grace 
Period for People Committing Residence Violations" 


[text/ Mr Yusuf 'Abd-al-'Aziz al-Shumaymiri, the director of the General Nation- 
ality, Passport and Residence Department, said that the Ministry of the Interior 
did not have the intention of extending the grace period granted to persons 
committing residence violations for settling their affairs, anu tlat the number 
of people of all nationalities given exit visas to leave who had entered the 
country illegally totalled 23,083, from the time the special decree was issued 
last 5 September requiring persons committing violations to leave up to this 


5 December. 


He said that the total number of Arab subjects or persons of other nationalities 
given travel stamps came to 10,634 in the same period. 


Mr al-Shumeymiri stated that all the people who had commitments or to whom conm- 
mitments were owed, and who were not able to attain their rights or meet their 
commitments, were to refer to the department, with the documents in their 
possession, such as rulings issued by a court or any entity establishing the 
validity of their claim, before the period stipulated at the end of this year 


ends. 


ie also stated that the decree had been passed because of the ministry's desire 
not to permit a large group of people who were residing in the country illegally 


to continue to violate the law. 


lie pointed out that the cards issued by the /social/ Affairs [Depar tment/ were 

only to establish the identity of the persons bearing them, to take the place 

of passports when people were asked and to be used as aid in estimating the 

volume of the labor in the private sector ai.d people working as household servants. 


Al-Shumaymiri requested everyone to make use of the period remaining to settle 
their affairs, so that they would not become subject to stiff penalties. 


Al-Shumaymiri's statement to AL-QABAS came in response to questions from many 
people concerned with this matter. Here is the text of the conversation: 
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The Number of people Leaving 
[.ucstion/ How many of the people who committed residence violations nave left 
since the issuance of the law bearing on their departure? 


[answer/ The number of Arab subjects and people of other nationalities who were 
given travel stamps in the period from 5 September to 5 December came to 10,634. 
Arad subjects and people of other nationalities who came into the country illeg- 
lly and were given exit permits in the same period came to 23,083. These 
igures include all people committing violations who benefitted from the decrees 
f the minister of the interior by obtaining residence permits or by leaving 

ne country in the stipulated period, by the end of this year. 
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A High Incidence or Not? 


[-uestion/ Is there in your opinion a high incidence in the number of people 
committing violations who have not yet settled their affairs? 


/answer/ I do not believe that the department can answer that question at the 
present time, since the grace period given to people committing violations to 
settle their affairs has not yet ended and the door is still open for them until 
the end of this year, and anyone violating the law on the residence of foreigners 
can settle his condition in the period that is left. 


No Intention of Making Extensions 


[Question/ Is there any idea of extending the period again if the situation so 
requires? 


[answer/ I do not believe that there is any intention in the ministry to extend 
tne period once it has ended. As you know, and as everyone knows, the minister 
of the interior ordered at the beginning that a grace period of 2 months be 
given, from 5 September to last 5 November, and, when it became apparent to 

the minister that there were a large number of people committing violations who 
nad not been able to settle their aftairs during this period, he ordered that 

it be extended further, until the end of this year, to give all the people com- 
mitting violations an opportunity to settle their affairs. In our opinion, this 
period of time, which is 4 months, is most aaequate and suitable for all the 
people committing violations to settle their affairs. 


Imposing Order 


f{Question/ What in your opinion have been the effects of the decree so far? 


[answer/ There is no doubt that the interior minister's decree was issued after 

it became apparent that there was a group of people living in the country 
illegally, thereby violating the residence laws and statutes in effect, and, since 
the Ministry of Interior's task is to preserve security and impose law and order 
on everyone, the decree was issued so that everybody would be enabled to settle 
his situation and thus security would be firmly established and confidence wou 4d 


be spread among the people. 


On 
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[wuestion/ What measures will be taken in your opinion after the end of the 
stipulated period? 

/answer/ The period the minister stipulated in which people could settle their 
offairs was not just haphazard, in my opinion — rather, it was put into effect 
it was established that there was a large group of people living in the 
country illegally, as I told you, and it was necessary to take a decision ending 
tnis unnatural situation and putting a limit to these people. The Ministry of 
tne Interior will not allow them to continue violating the law, and firm penal- 
ties will be imposed on anyone who is arrested for committing violations. Here, 
one must not be unmindful of the fact that one of the Interior Ministry's most 
important duties is to monitor foreigners from the time they enter the country 
until it establishes their residence here on their behalf. 


/cuestion/ What is the situation regarding people who hold [social/ Affairs 
7department/ cards? 


Jooperation between the Two Ministries 


fAnswer/ There is cooperation between the Ministry of the Interior and the Minis- 
try of Social Affairs and Labor. The cards the Ministry of /Social/ Affairs 
issues are only to establish the identity of the people bearing them. They take 
the place of a passport when one is questioned and interrogated, and through 

it one can dispense with carrying one's passport, which would run the risk of 
being lost if everyone continued to carry them as they moved about. It is also 
used as an aid in estimating the volume of labor in the country, in the case of 
workers in both the private sector and the sector of household servants. 


Visiting tne Department 


[.uestion/ Some people committing violations have rights or commitments. Will 
tnere be an opportunity for their affairs to be settled? 


/Answer/ Anyone violating the law who has rights or obligations and cannot obtain 
nis rights or meet his commitments must visit the department, bringing with him 
4ocuments furnishing proof, such as a court ruling or a ruling from any other 
official body establishing the validity of his claim, provided that he present 
wnat oefore this 31 December, so that his situation may be studied and he may 


Yesiv ed 


oc given the requisite extension in accordance with the law. 


[.uestion/ At the end of the conversation, do you have any statement to make to 
people committing violations? 

fanswer/ In this context I can only call upon all our brothers who commit 
violations of the residence law to make use of the brief period remaining and 
venture to settle their affairs so that they are not exposed to the force of the 
w and the stiff penalties that will be taken against then. 
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KUWALT 


GOVERNMENT PUBLISHES ANNUAL BIRTH, DEATH STATISTICS 
Kuwait AL=SIYASAH in Arabic 20 Dec 82 p 5 
[article: "Tssuance of the Annual Publication of Birth and Death Statistics"/ 


[Text/ The Central Statistics Department has issued the annual publication on 
vital statistics regarding births and deaths for 1980. 


Vital statistics mean data and information that are collected regarding the 
conditions of life of individuals in a given society, such as birth, death, 
marriage, divorce and migration. 


This publication specializes in gathering data on live births, stillbirths and 
deaths. This data is classified and then published in the form of tables con- 
taining the most important main indices that help interested persons set out the 
government's economic and social plans. 


When the data on the incidence of the birth of a newborn person is filled out, 
data bearing on the mother, such as her age, educational status, occupation and 
length of her married life, are set down, alongside other information, and the 
same is the case with respect to the father. 


The data help in the analysis and measurement of various rates. The rate of 
live births reflects the level of fertility in the society. This rate came to 
about 47.3 per thousand in the case of Kuwaitis, 30 per thousand in the case of 
non=-Kuwaitis, and 37.3 in the case of the entire population in Kuwait in 1980. 
The data on the mother's age is of use, for example, in measuring the specific 
fertility levels in the cases of different age groups of mothers. The highest 
levels of female fertility in Kuwait occur in the 20-24 and 25-29 age groups, 
in the case of Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti women both. 


The ratio of sex at birth reflects the ratio of males to females. This ratio 
in Kuwait came to about 104.1 male births per 100 female births in the case of 
Kuwaitis, 102.6 male births per 100 female births in the case of non=-Kuwaitis, 
and about 103.6 male births per 100 female births in the case of the population 
as a whole. 


Stillbirths receive attention from officials and people who are concerned with 
setting forth the government's health policies. The data on male and female 
stillbirths, as well as their age in weeks, is assembled, along with the most 
important cause of death, in addition to data bearing on the mother and father. 














Tne data gathered on incidences of death are also of use in determining the 
death rates in the country, determining the most important causes of death, 

and determining the most important diseases that afflict males in isolation, or 
vice versa. The death rates are measured in order to make an international con- 
parison and determine the country's ranking among various countries in terms of 
the death rate. 


The general death rate in Kuwait, with respect to the Kuwaiti population, came 
to about 5.1 per thousand, with respect to the non-Kuwaiti population to about 
2.5 per thousand, and with respect to the total population to about 3.6 per 
thousand. It should be observed that the death rates in Kuwait are lower than 
elsewhere because of the health care and free medical treatment for all inhabi- 
tants of various nationalities in Kuwait. 


In determining the causes of death in Kuwait, there is an obvious rise in deaths 
caused by authomobile accidents; this is considered to be one of the five main 
causes of death in Kuwait. 


, addition, there is no doubt that the gathering of information of all types, 

nat on births, deaths or other statistical data, can take place only through 

ne cooperation of two parties -—— the person involved and the person gathering 

the information. Sound, proper results can come about only through accurate, 
explicit and clear data. For this reason, policies are set forth and development 
plans are drawn up in light of the requisite data the citizen provides in full, 
without omissions, in the assurance that the data he is providing will be governed 
by secrecy and will be used only for purely statiscal purposes. 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


PRIME RATE DISCUSSED--The Lebanese Banking Association, during the middle of 
last December, decided to reduce the prime rate from 15 to 13 percent, effective 
the first of the new year 1983. This is the second reduction of the prime rate 
since the stabilization of the security situation in Beirut and the election 

of President Amin al~-Jumayyil. The interest rate at that time was 16 percent. 
Therefore, during the last 3 months, the prime rate has been reduced by 3 per- 
cent. Naturally, the reduction of this interest rate was accompanied by gen- 
eral reductions in the market rates, especially treasury bond interest rates, 
which have fallen from 15 percent in September to 10 percent recently. More- 
Over, the reduction of treasury bond interest rates resulted from the lowering 
of interest rates on the dollar, and consequently, the improvement in the 
pound's rate of exchange vis-a-vis the dollar and other hard currencies. 

[Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 306, 1 Jan 83 p 41] 7005 


BANKING SITUA, ION DISCUSSED--With the advent of 1983, the number of banks 
operating in Lebanon has increased to 91, after licenses were granted, sometime 
prior to this month, to two new banks, the City Bank and the National Union 
Bank. It is well known that the City Bank includes Saudi shareholders, while 
the National Union Bank has a relatively broad base of stockholders behind it, 
including a number of Kuwaitis and Lebanese working in Kuwait. The license for 
that bank was granted last April, and a 6 month grace period was given to the 
founders to complete the establishment and pay the capital. The period ended 
on 17 September, but the bank of Lebanon granted the founders an additional 
grace period of 3 months, in view of the difficult circumstances in Lebanon 
during last summer. It is expected that the name of the National Union Bank 
will be changed at the request of the Bank of Lebanon. [Text] [Paris 
AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 305, 25 Dec 82 p 37] 7005 


STOCKHOLDERS MEETING CALLED--The Board of Directors of the Lebanese Housing Bank 
decided to call again for a general stockholders meeting. It is expected that 
it will be held next January, and will be dedicated to the reading of the 

annual report and the election of representatives of the private sector to the 
Board of Directors. The first call was made on 9 December; however a quorum 

was not obtained, as reported in AL-MUSTAQBAL's issue of that date. The first 
session had some discussions among the few shareholders who attended the meeting. 
However, it was noted from the very first moment that a quorum would not be 
achieved, because of the absence of the two basic stockholders, the Inter In- 
vestment Company and the Arab Insurance Company. It is well known that the de- 
lay in electing representatives of the private sector to the bank'<« board of 


66 














wrectors stems trom the desire of the government and the private sector to 

i: more time, while awaiting the completion of the reconsideration of the 
wousiny policy, especially since there are many ideas being proposed in this 
exard., The most prominent of these is the attempt to give private banks spe- 
Citic exemptions and incentives to enable them to get directly into the field 
of nousing loans, instead of through the housing bank. Until these factors are 
completed, the Housing Bank's Board of Directors will continue to work relying 
on the principle of continuity. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL No 305, 25 Dec 82 
o 37} 7005 


LEBANESE ELECTIONS DISCUSSED--Members of the "independent parliamentary bloc” 
say that if the foreign forces are withdrawn from Lebanese territory during the 
next 6 months, the government would not be in a position to conduct parliamen- 
tary elections in the beginning of summer or the beginning of fall next year. 
There are some indications that the elections will be held in the spring of 1984 
and not before. However, one of the friends says that he heard from the 
president that he was determined to hold general elections between the middle 

of May and the beginning of June 1983, and that the president expressed his 
satisfaction with the situation's developments and his ability to hold elections 
it that time. [Text] [Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 296, 
3-9 Jan 83 p 11] 7005 


REAL ESTATE SPECULATION--Despite existing events, real estate movement in the 
B8iqa' and the North shows surprising activity, since the buying and selling 
going on is widespread and is being foilowed by a significant rise in prices. 
That is attributable to the desire of those who have made money from farming 
or commercial activities to buy land instead of depositing the money in banks. 
[Text] [Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 296, 3-9 Jan 83 


p ll} 7005 


GOVERNMENT REFORMS DISCUSSED--Certain director generals say that the anticipated 
reforms in the government will not take into account the reality of the em- 
plovees' situation. If information confirms the desire to dispense with the 
services of a large number of employees, then the goal is to raise the level 

ot those who remain in service, through establishing cooperatives similar to 
the army's, facilities for loans to purchase housing and raising the percen- 
tage of study grants. There are two points in the reports submitted by the 
government. The first is connected with the positive results of the bureau 

in the event of employment of officials before noon or after noon. The second 
provides about 500 million pounds annually. The authors of the reports connect 
any solution the government uses to the need to consider the new economic 
situation and its ramifications with respect to economic and social projects 
tor which there is commitment to implement. In reply to a question about the 
costs of the desired projects, one of those who disclosed the reports said that 
there was no study of the costs. There are those who believe that the cooper- 
atives project would not cost more than 200’ million pounds. At first, the 
government intends to lease the buildings to the cooperatives, since the cur- 
rent annual rent would fluctuate between 600,000 and 1 million pounds. It must 
take into account that the cooperatives are candidates for development. As for 
the study grants, they are subject to making primary education universally free 
first, followed by secondary education. Regarding the appeal to of‘icials to 
resign, and the inducement to them by means of additional compensations, 
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it is only credible by paying off a large number of director generals 
and heads of departments with personal appreciation, while, 


yranting the administrative employee preference over the army officer in ob- 
taining a grade that is higher than his grade, along with granting him the right 
to retain his compensations and a large part of the compensations that he was. 
receiving in service. All of this will cause the Treasury an inestimable bur- 
den. It is impossible to give any idea of the amounts which will be earmarked 
for this, but it is certain that they will be very large. [Text] [Paris 
AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 296, 3-9 Jan 83 p 11] 7005 














PFLO LEADERS INTERVIEWED BY LIBYAN PAPER 
PM031301 London AL-ZAHAF AL-AKHDAR in English 28 Jan 83 p 4 


(Unattributed report on interview with PFLO officials Ahmad Suhayl and 
Sa'id Mas'ud in Tripoli entitled "Oman's Fighters Speak"--date not given] 


[Text] AL-ZAHAF AL-AKHDAR recently held an interview in Tripoli with two 
members of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Oman, [PFLO], head of 
the PFLO's foreign relations department and a member of its executive 
committee, and Sa'id Mas'ud, a member of both the executive committee and 
the foreign relations department. In a wide-ranging interview, our two 
Omani brothers commented on the challenges facing the PFLO today. 


Firstly we asked Ahmad Suhayl how the PFLO's struggle had developed? This 
was his reply: 


'The preparation of revolution since the 1950's was the outcome of the 
development of internal events in the sultanate. The armed struggle against 
the regime started on June 9th 1965, in accordance with opportune conditions 
at the time. At the beginning, the revolution possessed only nine rifles. 
That was the sum total of its resources. The popular masses and the revolu- 
tionary forces participated in this revolution with knives, spades and 
primitive weapons like swords and daggers, at a time when the regime fought 
with modern weapons (and had) 37,000 Iranian soldiers at the time of the 
deposed shah and special forces and two engineering corps sent by the 

lackey Jordanian regime. 


Between the years 1965-1972, the results were all in the favour of the 

front and of the Omani people and the front completely controlled the Dhofar 
region, the countryside and many other areas, with the exception of the 
coastal towns in the sultanate...we depended totally on our internal 
resources, with some external help from friendly countries, which strengthened 
the chances of the revolution's victory in this period. The reactionary 
authority was at the mercy of the revolution thanks to the continuous blows 


of the front's forces. 
"Direct Democracy‘ 


"After the front achieved total control over these regions, it established 
people's councils in order to create direct popular democracy, and also (it) 
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set up peasant cooperatives for the farmers... Some foreign journalists 
saw for themselves at the time the victories of the Omani people. 


‘In 1972, with the participation of the deposed shah in the fighting, at 

the orders of the United States, (and with the participation of) reactionary 
regimes in the Gulf and the peninsula and other forces, the situation changed 
in tavour of the allied reactionary imperialist forces... This required the 
adoption of a quick response... Either suicide or withdrawal. The leadership 


of the front opted for withdrawal, in order to reorganise and rearm our 
! 


forces and build them up in a correct, scientific, revolutionary way...' . 


Asked about the PFLO's present position, the Omani revolutionaries had this 


Co Savi 


"The capacities and resources of the front were limited and thus the forces 
of the front withdrew to South Yemen, while part of their forces were 

secretly kept inside the sultanate. In truth, there is a sorrowful matter, 
which is that some Arab countries at the time did not respond to our calls 
tor help and we will not forget that we received some form of aid from the 


socialist countries during the economic siege which we were subjected to for 


three years." 

"There is something which I would like to stress,'' Ahmad Suhayl said, "which 
is that for nineteen years, which is the age of the Omani revolution, it has 
faced the reactionary regime in Oman which is backed and supported by the 
terrorist American administration and by Britain. America, and with it 
Britain, can destroy farms and towns, can burn property and produce, but 
America cannot with all the might of its terrorist force, destroy the will 
of our people, and it cannot destroy the will of our people, and it cannot 
destroy the will of the masses, the will of the revolution for freedom and 


victory. 


"The important thing is that the lackey regime of Qabus does not have any 
popular support and does not have a popular base. The Omani revolution on 
the other hand (arose) from the masses and for the masses. It draws its 
strength from the masses and most of its finances come from the masses 
themselves. This is how the revolutionary march forges ahead with the 
masses and, God willing, the masses will continue to march until victory 


and freedom." 


We then asked Sa'id Mas'ud what were the PFLO's objectives, once victory 
in Oman had been attained and the Qabus regime overthrown? His reply 
showed that the PFLO considers itself to be part of a wider Arab struggle. 


'The Liberation of Palestine' 


"As far as our people are concerned, this (the liberation of Oman) is the 
main aim... Our struggle is a national struggle which is of progressive 
dimensions. We strive with all the resources of this revolution... To 
destroy tne lackey regime in Oman, in order to participate after victory 
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with our brothers in the liberation of Palestine from the claws of zionism. 
The Omani revolution is an inseparable part of the great Arab revolution. 


"There is another point I would like to make, which is that the struggle 
currently taking place in Oman is in reality taking place in a sensitive 
spot. It is a regime dominated by imperialism and reaction and it is a 
basic exit in the Arab Gulf... This battle we are engaged in... Is of the 
utmost importance for all Arabs. All the Arabs bear a responsibility, 
especially the progressive states in the steadfastness and confrontation 


front ove 
[Islamic Revolution 


Finally we asked Sa'id Mas'ud, in the light of the deposed shah's past 
support of Qabus, what was Iran's present attitude towards the PFLO? 


"The Omani revolution supported the Islamic revolution in Iran from the very 
beginning... When the revolution was victorious... Meetings took place 

ind we had consultations with the leader Ayatollah Khomeyni. [Iran took 

a positive step by withdrawing its forces which had intervened on the side 
of the lackey regime of Qabus after the victory of the Islamic revolution... 
But the Islamic revolution in Iran is still adopting a hesitant attitude, 
although we cannot deny that it has taken a positive step. On the other 
hand, concerning the Iran-Iraq war, we have been against this war from the 
very beginning, because it destroys Arab and Islamic capacities which 

should be used against imperialism and zionism, instead of being wated..."' 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


IMPLICATIONS OF POTENTIAL STRAIN ON RELATIONSHIP WITH LONDON 


London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 264, 13 Dec 82 pp 23-24 


f 


[Text] What is the story of the Saudi "warning" to Great Britain? 


Reports circulating in the British capital confirm that Saudi Arabia 
expressed dissatisfaction with the postponement of the Arab League 
delegation’s visit to Britain because of the fact that a representative 
of the PLO is among its membership. 


This "dissatisfaction"--which may be translated into the language of 
economics in the form of a Saudi boycott of British companies--was 
conveyed by Lord Carrington. The former British foreign minister 
recently returned from a working trip to Saudi Arabia in his capacity 
is president of GEC. He is also a prominent consultant to the American 


engineering company, Bechtel. 


When AL-DUSTUR attempted to contact him, Carrington refused to either 
confirm or deny the report of a warning that Saudi Arabia might stage 
in economic boycott of Britain. However, television channel BBC 1 
carried a brief report attributing the news of the warning to him. 


British officials asserted that they have no knowledge of such a warning. 


This is not surprising. The British Foreign Ministry is still busy making 
arrangements for the visit in cooperation with the Arab League's London 
office. However, the positions of the Arab and British sides remain as 


before. 


The Arab delegation has already completed visits to most member countries 
of the UN Security Council and has obtained support for the Arab peace 

plan agreed on at the Fez summit. Nevertheless, Mrs Thatcher still refuses 
to accept the Arab delegation, which includes in its membership Mr Farugq 
al-Qaddumi, chief of the PLO's political office. This has naturally led to 


cancellation of the visit by the Arab side. 


What is the full story of the Saudi warning? 








\pparently, there is a certain amount of confusion surrounding the news-- 
it least among British circles--and this may actually serve to gain some 


-~— 


time to repair the situation. 


The only newspaper that revealed the story was the DAILY MAIL. John Dickie, 
the paper's diplomatic affairs expert, commented on the refusal of the 

t British Government to receive the seven-member Arab committee for 
peace in the Middle East under the leadership of Moroccan King Hassan 
because its membership includes a representative of the PLO, which is not 
recognized by the British Government. He said: 


"Former British Foreign Minister Lord Carrington returned from a visit to 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia bringing with him a very sharply worded secret 
personal warning to the British prime minister from Saudi leaders. This 
Dersonal message states that unless Thatcher changes her current policy 
toward the Arab-Israeli conflict, she will face a Saudi trade boycott 
which could result in an extremely heavy financial loss for Britain, 
imounting to over a billion pounds Sterling. 


"This Saudi position is expected to have a very bad affect on the British 
economy and to do it great harm from the standpoint of Saudi demand for 
S3ritish exports since Britain depends heavily on its imports to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for its trade balance of payments." 
:udi Crown Prince Sultan and Saudi Foreign Minister Sa'ud al-Faysal 
received Lord Carrington in Riyadh. He was also received by other senior 
i:udi officials during his visit to market products of the General Electric 
Company, which Lord Carrington serves as the new president. 


Lord Carrington was summoned by Saudi officials to hold political talks 
with them before leaving the country. Those talks were to be completely 
outside the scope of his personal visit to the kingdom. The Saudi 
fficials believe that Carrington continues to hold great and exceptional 
pect with Thatcher and her government and thus has the ability to 
luence the prime minister to an extent unmatched by any of the current 


ministers in the Thatcher cabinet. 


So Carrington informed Thatcher of the strong displeasure and dissatisfaction 
her refusal to receive the Arab peace delegation under Moroccan 
King Hassan II--which was slated to arrive in London last week--because 

‘f the presence of a PLO representative among its membership. 


i1roused by 


[ntormed Saudi sources report that the message Lord Carrington received 

from the Saudi leaders was of the utmost frankness and clarity and left 

no room for doubt with regard to the great danger facing British trade from 
Saudi Arabia if Thatcher maintains her position. In fact, it is conjectured 
that Prime Minister Thatcher's obdurate position will cause more problems 
for her and for Britain than the airing of the film "Death of a Princess,’ 
which led the Saudis to call for the withdrawal of the British ambassador 
from the kindgom and consequently caused the loss of hundreds of millions 


»f pounds of British trade. 
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ir James Craig, the British ambassador to Saudi Arabia who is greatly 
respected among Saudi officials for his considerable experience and his 
proticiency in Arabic, previously sent several telegrams of warning to 
the British Government. In these telegrams, he warned of the consequence 
© Al rovernmment's insistence on refusing to receive the seven-member 
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Arab committee for peace in the Middle East because of the presence of a 
PLO representative among its members. 


it should be noted that several Western European states have received 


the seven-member Arab committee. These include the United States, Russia, 


ind the Peoples Republic of China. However Mrs. Thatcher has proved an 


exception to this rule. President Reagan was the first head of government 


to receive the Arab committee and at the same time refuse to accept the 


PLO representative. 
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heless, the Arab League as well as Moroccan King Hassan II are 


determined that this American position should not be considered a precedent 


. 


which the Arabs could then overlook. 


[t is generally known that the PLO has a permanent representative in 
London by the name of Nabil Ramlawi who enjoys good relations with senior 
British otficials in the Foreign Ministry. 


Morocco's King Hassan II was extremely annoyed and angry at Thatcher's 
position because of her attempt to impose her conditions on the visit by 
requiring all members of the Arab delegation coming to London to condemn 
"terrorism’ publicly and openly. He was so angry, in fact, that he 
returned the message she had sent to the British foreign minister as 
extremely incompatible with observed diplomatic principles, completely 
unacceptable, and a great affront. 


Thatcher repeated her challenge at the end of the meeting of the 
European Common Market states held in Copenhagen last Saturday. 


ioting her verbatim: "Neither I nor the British foreign minister are 
d\ receive the PLO representative since we always differentiate 
listinguish between the PLO and the Palestinian people.” 


rr 
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In the other hand, Britain s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Dougl 
ird paid a hurried visit to Saudi King Fahd in Rabat within a few days 
of his return from a visit to the Middle East. 
Al-DUSTUR has learned from circles in the British Foreign Ministry that 
meeting with the Saudi monarch was aimed at forestalling the crisis 


petween tne two countries. 





that could be used as a pretext and justification for Thatcher's position, 





SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI MEDIATION EFFORTS--Last week, a senior Saudi official made two secret 
visits to both Algeria and Morocco. He met with officials of the two countries 
at the highest levels. Both Rabat and Algiers have remained silent about these 
two visits, while Saudi Arabia denied reports recently raised about the 
possibility of holding a Moroccan-Algerian summit meeting, under its supervision, 
in Tunis or in Madrid. However, official Moroccan sources, during the last few 
days, took the opportunity to talk about the flexibility that both Morocco and 
Algeria are showing toward the tense situation in northwest Africa. The Moroccan 
foreign minister, M'Hamed Boucetta, in his capacity as secretary general of tne 
[stiqlal Party, and known for his zealousness over "Magrebization" of the 
Western Sahara, declared in a meeting with the party cadre that the counseling 
etforts, made by intermediaries led by Saudi Arabia, had resulted in flexible 
positions consonant with the points of view of the contending 
nations, specifically through the application of the Nairobi decisions, aimed 
at holding a referendum for self-determination in the Western Sahara. It is 
worth mentioning that the joint Saudi-Algerian communique, which was issued 
following the visit of King Fahd to Algiers, contained a paragraph to this 
effect, which was accepted with great delight by the Moroccans. However, 

the Moroccan newspaper, AL-'ALAM, which is very close to the Foreign Ministry, 
again criticized the Algerian position immediately after Algerian President 
Chadli Bendjedid directly received the president of the "Saharaoui Republic,” 
at the end of the Algerian president's visit to Paris. What is the background 
of this Algerian-Saharaoui meeting? The important point is that the Saudi 
mediation in the Saharan dispute is still underway, as evidenced by the senior 
Saudi official's visits to both Morocco and Algeria directly after this event, 
which optimistic Moroccan circles consider merely a temporary obstruction, by 
which is inteaded the exercise of increased pressure. An Arab diplomatic 
source, who is close to the facts of the Saudi mediation efforts over the 
Saharan problem, stressed to AL-MUSTAQBAL that the important point as regards 
Saudi Arabia was that it was directing the search for common ground for a dia- 
logue which would be acceptable to both the Moroccan and Saharaoui sides. It 
has been successful in these efforts, but the matter still requires more con- 
Suitations and contacts, on the basis of other parties entering into the matter, 
especially Paris and Madrid. In this regard, the visit of the Spanish foreign 
minister, Fernando Moran Lopez, to Moroccs this week was aimed at heading off 

a crisis in Moroccan-Spanish relations. It was crowned by the extension of the 
Moroccan-Spanish fishing agreement for another 6 months. It was an occasion to 
study developments of the Saharan dispute, in light of Spain's assurance of its 
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e Saharaoul people to self-determination, and the retention of the African 
lution within a framework which would enable the Organization of African 


ity {OAU] to conclude various regional disputes upon the African scene. 

day, all eyes are on what might develop from the visit of President Mitterand 
Morocco during January i983, as well as the active diplomatic initiatives 
the French toward solving the OAU crisis. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in 

abic No JUDO, l Jan 83 p 15} 7005 


s>RICULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS--Saudi Arabia is spending billions of riyals annually 


we AY 


develop the agricultural sector, in order to make its production narrow 


in the 1983 season, 


tne nuge tood gap. In fact, accomplishments have been achieved on this level, 
ut at very high cost. The latest statistics indicate that Saudi Arabia has 
been able to achieve self-sufficiency with respect to wheat. Saudi wheat 
is expected to achieve somewhere between 500 


ee a . 
AUUULLE LON, 


i.e., enough for domestic consumption needs. In 19/77, Saudi 


and »V0O tons, 
at production was only 3,000 tons, while in 1982 it recorded about 400,000 

t , l.e., it increased about 100 times over what it was 5 years before. It 
ild be mentioned here that Saudi Arabia has some fertile land in the south- 
tern areas, adjacent to Yemen. But, the principal problem of the agricul- 

tural sector, which prevents it from expansion, is the dearth of water. The 

government is attempting to establish an advanced farm that will require less 

an ts of water. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 306, 1 Jan 83 p 41] 


4404/190 














YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


PRESIDENT INTERVIEWED ON REGIONAL TIES 
PM041421 London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 4 Feb 83 pp 28-30 


[Interview with YAR President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih by Raghidah Dirgham in 
San'a'--date not given] 


Excerpts] AL-HAWADITH: Recently the PDRY and Oman agreed to normalize 
relations between them. How, in your opinion, will this affect the area 
as a whole and relations between the two parts of Yemen in particular? 


President Salih: We consider any rapprochement between Arab countries as 

a new gain. We believe that the establishment of relations between the 
southern part of Yemen and the Sultanate of Oman will influence the security 
and stability of the area. 


\L-HAWADITH: What are you hoping for, or what are you expecting from the 
future development of these relations? Do you imagine that these relations 
ill become normal, as between any two friendly states? 


President Salih: We imagine that relations will be normal because of the 
efforts that we in Yemen and our brothers in the GCC have made for the 
improvement cf those relations. 


AL-HAWADITH: Will the improvement of re! tions lead to change in the 
ideology of the southern part, which is different from that of the rest of 


Ln -s a) 
the area: 


Presicent Salih: Peoples choose the type of the regime they want and the 
ideology that satisfies the regime and the people. That is up to the leader- 
ship and the people. Our policy in the YAR is not to interfere in the 
atfairs of others. We do not interfere in the affairs of our neighbors 


Or protners. 


AL-HAWADITH: I put this question with the current dialogue between the 
northern and southern parts of Yemen in mind. The joint committees, which 
are drafting the constitution of the unified state, have agreed that Islam 
is to be the main source of legislation. Since Islamic legislation does 
not agree with Marxist ideology, how in your view can this be reconciled? 











a 


President Salih: The committees are laying down and drafting a common 


a 


constitution for the unitied state in accordance with the agreements that 


were concluded between the leaderships of both countries in Cairo, Tripoli, 


in'a' and Aden. There are agreements providing that Islam is the religion 


f the state. When unity is achieved, its ideology and regime will accord 
vith the constitution agreed between the two parts. 


r 
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AL-HAWADITH: Relations between San'a' and Aden have developed positively 


during your era. What did you do to enable you to improve those relations? 


lih: Joint efforts have been made by the leaderships of both 
improve and develop relations. Joint companies have been 
‘stablished between the two parts of the country and joint economic projects 
lave been launched. There has been coordination in internal matters and 
stands. There is also coordination in some of our foreign policy stands. 


Most important of these were the moves by the presidents of both parts of 


Yemen during the Beirut war; their visits to Saudi Arabia and Syria; and 


their call for an immediate summit meeting, which actually took place. 
Although there was some confusion then, we consider that it was the Yemeni 
efrorts that set things in motion and led to the convening of the Fes 

Summit, at which the Arab countries unanimously adopted positive resolutions. 


\L-HAWADITH: In my question I was referring to political relations in 
tular. Has any change occurred in vour relations with the countries 
the area Jamar with Saudi Arabia, that has helped to improve 
situation between you and the southern part? 


President Salih: YAR policy has been constant since the revolution. [t 
will not change its foreign policy, which is one of positive neutrality 

and nonalignment. Any allegations to the contrary are false. We have not 
from the brothers in Aden or from anybody else that we are under Saudi 


neard 


influence. Our relations are good with the Saudi Arabian Kingdom, Kuwait, 
che UAE and all the Arab countries, including the nonfriendly ones. This 


is because we pursue a policy of nonalignment. We in Yemen apply the policy 
nonalignment both in word and in deed. The YAR will not be influenced 
anvbody--not even a sisterly or friendly country--in its foreign policy. 


uu 


Al -HAWADITH: Alongside the dialogue between you and the southern part 


nere is another internal dialogue between the authorities and the so-called 


nationaiist rorces.... 


‘resident Salih: Let me interrupt you as you say the so-called nationalist 
rces. <All the Yemeni people are the nationalist forces. The Yemeni 
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ns of the Yemeni people joined. You will not find any force that was not 
‘luded in the General People's Congress, which endorsed the national 


irter and in which youth, professional people, the old, otficials and 











scientists trom among the sons of the Yemeni people took part. The General 
People's Congress embodies 8.5 million Yemenis, whose representatives were 
treelv and democratically elected. The congress was held 24-29 August. 


AL-HAWADITH: I meant the dialogue with the nationalist movement. Before 
the endorsement of the national charter at the General People's Congress, 
nting was going on between that movement and the authorities. 


President Salih: There were elements that rebelled against law and order. 

re is nothing called the nationalist movement. The Yemeni people cleave 
to cheir revolution. It is natural for any regiive or state to have rebels 

and troublemakers. But these matters have been resolved. 


AL-HAWADITH: Do you mean that the fighting that was going on between the 
authorities and what you call the rebels has ended? 


‘resident Salih: It did not affect us; the fighting was not a major issue. 
was a Simple and very ordinary rebellion. It was not what you imagine; 
t is, it was not a major rebellion. It involved small factions, and it 
was nipped in the bud in good time. 
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\L-HAWADITH: You mean that the so-called front has been wiped out? 
President Salih: There was no fierce fighting or opposition between political 
es. There was a rebellion which was crushed. 


AL-HAWADITH: You are pursuing a nonaligned course politically, economically 
and militarily. You are anxious to diversify your sources of armament. 
Will the agreement between vou, Saudi Arabia and the United States on the 


one hand be counterbalanced by an agreement between you, the PDRY and the 


Soviet Union on the other? 


President Salih: Our concerns at present are economic. We have no reason 
to further diversify the sources of armament. Our military capabilities, 
are good. There is no need to intensify arms purchases. Our 
oolicy is in fact to diversify sources of armament and to obtain arms from 
wherever our interest dictates, whether from Western or Eastern Europe, 
the United States or elsewhere. But our present worries relate to economic 
resulting from the earthquake, which created 
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problems, particularly those 
.jor economic burdens for us. 


\L-HAWADITH: You have referred to the "distinctive" relations with Saudi 
Arabia and said that your relations with the PDRY are improving. How would 
you reconcile Aden's pro-Soviet Marxist ideology and Saudi Arabia's policy? 
Salih: Ours is a nonaligned policy and we do not interfere in 
What matters to us is to have excellent, close and 
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resident 
the affairs of others. 
wood relations with our brothers in the southern part and good, excellent 
and developed relations with our brothers in the Saudi Arabian Kingdom. 
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he Yemeni people, represented by their yovernment, have chosen the type of 
the regime they want. It is not our policy to export ideologies, impose 
them on others or influence other peoples. What matters to us is that our 
relations should be good. The Saudi people have chosen their own regime 
just as the people in the southern part have chosen the regime and the 
ideology they want. But there will come a day when unity is achieved 
between us and the southern part within the framework of one constitution 
that governs one unified ideology for both parts. 


AL-HAWADI-“{: Is there no pressure on you because of your stand betwee! 


-} . vr of 
tCnese two: 
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our relations are excellent with everybody. 
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President Salih: There is no pressure on us from anybody. On the contrary, 








AFGHANISTAN 


REVOLUTIONARY DUTIES OF BORDER MILITIA DISCUSSED 
Kabul HAQIQAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR in Dari 15 Dec 82 p 2 


{lext] History proves that our country Afghanistan, during the long course of 
time prior to the victory of the great October socialist revolution, has been 
attacked from four directions by vainglorious conquerors and colonialist hege- 
monists who shattered our chances for social progress and the peaceful develop- 
ment of society. However, with the victory of the October socialist revolution, 
the northern border of our country was transformed into an exemplary model of a 
border of peace and friendship between the Afghanistan people and the USSR. 
Also, in the brilliance of this revolution, the first link in British colonial- 
ism's chain fettering the powerful arms of our country's people was broken. 
However, that was the epoch in which colonialism's black curtain had covered 
the great Asian continent with darkness, and the melody of freecom in our country 
could not fail to enrage colonialism and imperialism and their regional servants. 
it was in this epoch that the brave people of our heroic homeland, in particular 
the peoples and tribes of our country's borders, placed themselves in the front 
ranks of the liberation struggle, and bravely defended their independence and 
freedom. But this was not the first time that our country's people prevented 
the withering of their homeland with their red blood. Rather, throughout the 
vicissitudes of the country's history, the warrior masses have risen up dozens 
of times to heroically defend independence, freedom and territorial integrity. 
Regretably, each time they passed the reins back to the despotic princes, sul- 
tans and generals after these victories, all these hopes turned to despair, and 
ill the blood and tears shed came to nothing. However, the Sawr revolution, as 
the vreatest transformation in our people's history, allowed the million-fold 
toilers to govern instead of the princes and generals for the first time. How- 
er, this time it is not only British imperialism which has drawn the lines of 
aostility and enmity across this road. Insteac, imperialism is now a world-wide 
system which has created and supports, in various shapes and torms, reactionary 
governments and forces in the majority of the world's backward regions, includ- 
ing our own. Now that the Sawr revolution has threatened the plundering inter- 
ests of imperialist monopolies and regional reactionism, they are compelled by 
their own interests to battle against our revolution in the guise of "defending 
Islam." It is here, where the issue of the revolution merges with the issue of 
defending our country's independence and territorial integrity, that the crea- 
tion of a collective detense system throughout the country, particularly in the 
border regions, becomes a pressing matter of the day. 
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Besides strengthening the armed forces and the security forces, the government 
has acted in the field of strengthening the Revolutionary Defense Komitehs, 
which strengthens the social base of the revolution more than anything else. 
However, in light of the importance of the powerful forces of the people and 
tribes on the borders, the party and the revolutionary government has promptly 
implemented a law providing tor Border Militia Units. In this regard, last 
week we had news from Sepin Buldak, where about ten thousand combative persons 
Set about creating a Border Militia Unit through the popular councils, and took 
their places in the revolution's bastion with one voice. This news shocked 
the enemies of our revolution, people and homeland because they have not tor 
rotten the strategic importance of this region, the striking power of its 
‘arriors nor the history of its men. The Sepin Buldak District is located to 

the south of Qandahar, neighboring the southern regions of the Pushtun people 

on the other side of the 'border'. Its people are from the Akhkaza'i and Nurza'i 
tribes. Historically this region was the center of the just battle of the 

A\tghan treedom-lovers. It was also in this region that a 30 thousand man British 
Army, thoroughly trained and equipped with the most modern weapons of that time, 
heroically was attacked by a group of Afghan soldiers and the region's warriors, 
and suffered extremely heavy casualties. At the present time a memorial in 

Sepin Buldak to the 300 martyrs on the path to freedom and national independence 
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eeps the memories of those heroes alive. It was right at that time that the 
nialists with their artillery and tanks and the Afghans with their extremely 
primitive weapons battled fiercely with each other. An example of one of the 
big English tanks that fell into Afghan hands during the defeat and retreat of 
the English is still in the hills close to Sepin Buldak. Keeping in mind what 
we have said, the formation of Border Militia Units with the greatest possible 
exactitude, not only in this region but in other border regions, each ot which 
has a glorious history of revolutionary and patriotic battle, is something 

that completes the collective defense system, insures furture independence and 
‘rritorial integrity, and provides the opportunity for the peaceful development 
of tne revolutionary process. Next to Sepin Buldak are the brave Barikh and 

uch people of the Shuravak region, numbering over 10 thousand. They have a 
right history of struggles against despotism and colonialism. This region's 
importance, and the old, firm ties between its people and the Baluchis and 
Barikhs on the other side of the ‘'border' compel us to transform the revolu- 


tion's tortification there into a firm bastion through the collective defense 
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svstem and the creation of militia units. 
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AFGHANISTAN 
PLAN FOR ORGANIZING INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION OUTLINED 
Kabul HAQIOAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR in Dari 15 Dec 82 p 2 
[Text] The basic goal and intention of every production center is attaining 


the greatest possible profit. The existence of an organized and informed ad- 
ministration is considered an essential condition for reaching this goal. A 
tirm without administration and leadership makes no progress whatsoever, be- 
cause a firm's administration holds the responsibility for planning, organiza- 


tion and control. The firm cannot reach its goal and make a profit without a 
scientifically designed plan, an organized, aware structure, energetic control 


ind correct supervision. 


Whenever an industrial enterprise lacks a plan on the basis of which it can 
work and organize production, it is clear that it will not be able to accom- 
plish any productive work whatsoever. Instead, it will waste time, make need- 
less expenditures, and bring itself to ruin. Thus it is thought that an 
essential condition for profitable production is the possession of a scientifi- 
cally organized plan conforming with temporal and spatial conditions which can 


meet the needs of consumers and users. 


(he administration of an industrial enterprise must give the greatest possible 
ittention to the planning of production and the organization of work so that 
production will take place as desired. Thus it can produce what can be supplied 
in the country, and avoid surplus or insufficient production, either of which 
situations can put the enterprise in crisis and make if fail. 


fhe unified solution to an enterprise's major problems is a systematic, informed 
organization. <A systematic organization can prevent disagreements and discord 
icising from a surplus of blue-collar, technical and administrative personnel. 


lf a firm lacks a systematic organization, it wili fail even though it has the 
best equipment and labor force (skilled, experienced workers), since only a 
system can put to work all the technical, administrative and blue-collar per- 
sonnel in the requisite manner. If an enterprise possesses a systematic or- 
sinization that can place each of its technical and administrative employees 


im a suitable position and can get the workers to do their best, it will 


succeed in its administrative and productive work. 
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(he heart of the matter for every administration is control and supervision of 
the enterprise. Of course, even if a correct, scientific plan is prepared and 
turned over to an organization for implementation, it cannot meet its task 
until organized, serious control and guidance exists which is abl 
the aspects of the work. Once again, there will be slipshod work and disorder 
without such control. However, if the administrative nucleus utilizes scien- 
titic principles, and makes the maximum use of advanced technical equipment 


which can aid the administrative and accounting section, it will succeed in 
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it must be noted that in every firm, whether large or small, order and ha 
ire golden administrative principles. Without these principles the adminis- 
trative and even technical jobs cannot progress, nor can production be as 
desired. 
Harmony and coordination can be created among the employees when work is en- 
trusted to those knowledgeable about it, meaning those persons who really have 
the necessary efficiency, familiarity, understanding and capability. The main 
oint to be noted is that not only should knowledgeable persons be given the 
work but also the authority to implement it, and a knowledgeable person should 











AFGHANISTAN 


PROSPECTS FOR IMPROVING CATTLE, DAIRY INDUSTRIES DISCUSSED 
Kabul HAQIQAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR 19 Dec 82 p 2 


‘Text] In our agricultural, livestock-raising country, livestock possesses 

very great importance because other economic sectors have not yet expanded, or 
nave barely gotten their footing or have not even been established. Thus live- 
stock is very important from the standpoints of its share in the national income, 
the acquisition of foreign exchange, feeding the population, and its utiliza- 
tion in agricultural production. 


Eighty-five percent of the country's population is employed in agriculture, and 
the same group also raise livestock. A large number of the country's villagers, 
particularly the nomads, obtain the totality of their income from this resource. 
In addition, livestock is a food resource for the country's rural population. 
Livestock is used for muscle power, transportation, dairy, meat, hide and wool 


production, etc. 


According to statistical information, two-thirds of the country's population 
is employed in livestock-raising. The produce obtained from this useful 
activity of our cvuntry's people, particularly the hard-working farmers and 
nomads, is used for domestic consumption and export. 


Six kinds of animals are raised in our country for various purposes, but sheep 
comprise the largest category. According to statistics for the March 1981l-- 
March 1982 year, the total number of livestock in our country is 27.695 million 
nead. This includes 3,750 thousand cows, including 1130 thousand milk cows, 
18,900 thousand sheep, including 4600 Karakul sheep, 2,750 horses, donkeys and 
mules, and 265 thousand camels. The number of sheep in each flock has been 
estimated to be between 50 to 5 thousand, and the number of Karakul sheep per 
herd from 50 to one thousand. Nomads own about 16 percent of all sheep. 

‘rom this number of livestock we obtain 16 kinds of products. A portion of 

is consumed domestical’y, and the remainder is exported. Animal 
product exports in the form of raw materials, half-finished and finished goods 
comprise one of the country's good export items. In the March 1981-March 1982 
year livestock products composed 5/7,874.4 million Afghanis of the gross national 


product. The share of livestock products in the country's exports was 19 percent 


these proauc Cs 


in the same vear. 
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‘here are many other instances of the Persian Khomeynists' opposition to 
islam and Muslims. These include the suppression of ulema and clergymen 
who are well-known for their scholarship in Iran while encouraging people 
who have nothing to do with religion and who have no knowledge of Islamic 
ind religious affairs and bestowing on them glittering titles such as 
:yvatollah or hojjat ol-eslam, such as Hashemi-Rafsanjani, Musavi, Velayati, 
Khamene'i and others who have no connection with Islam and who have spent 
their lives in Europe or in the shah's Iran or, at any rate, who were far 
removed from Islamic studies. 


Among the examples of Khomeyni's hostility to Islam are the actions of 
Khomeyni's agents during the pilgrimage in trying to create disturbances, 
confusion and unrest in Mecca and Medina. 


Another example is the violation of Islamic laws and depicting Islam to 
uon-Muslims as a bloodthirsty religion and a religion of taxes and pillage, 
and a religion of begging. 


Amony the examples of the Persians’ hostility to Islam is that Khomeyni 
killed the Iranian peoples and the Ahvazi Arabs and shed the blood of our 
Iraqi brothers in the name of religion, while he declares to the world that 
he defends the oppressed in El Salvador, South Africa or Latin America. 


Among Khomeyni's hostility to Islam and Muslims are the repeated attempts 
to undermine the role of Muslims in many international issues by his 
alliance with North Korea or the zionists in occupied Palestine in order 
to gain strength in his war of aggression against our Iraqi brothers. 
[Passage indistinct] 


cSO: 4604/11 
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IRAN 


ARAB FRONT FOR LIBERATION OF AL-AHVAZ ASSAILS KHOMEYNI 


GFO11640 (Clandestine) Voice of Al-Ahvaz Revolution in Arabic [tentative] 
0650 GMT 1 Feb 83 


[Unattributed talk] 


(Text] You claim you are Muslims, are you truly Muslims? You claim you 
are human beings, are you truly human beings? Never, O Khomeynists; never 
O racists. You read the sayings of the Arab prophet but you do not believe 
in them. If you did believe in them you would not have violated them and 
acted against their injunctions. Your deep-rooted Persian hatred has 
blinded you and the devil has misled you. Deadly venom is on your tongues, 
and the banners of infidelity and hypocrisy fly over your heads. You 
always try to wipe off the smiles off people's faces. You are always trying 
to kill sweet hope in the hearts of people. You make every effort to cut 
off every Arab tongue in the rebelling Arab Al-Ahvaz Province and to halt 
the liberation movement in the rising Arab Al-Ahvaz Province. However, you 
know that it is easier for you to reach the sun than achieve these objec- 
tives. You have tried the people of Al-Ahvaz and seen their uprisings and 
experienced their bloody revolution. 


Return to your reason and let history take its ccurse. 





The Arab Front for the Liberation of Al-Ahvaz [Al-Jabhah Al-‘Arabiyah 
Litahrir Al-Ahvaz]. 


CSO: 4604/11 
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IRAN 


REVOLUTION GUARDS DISCOVER TEAM HOUSES, ARREST ENEMIES 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 8 Jan 83 p 2 
{All passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] Through the efforts of the self- 
sacrificing brothers of the Guards Corps and 
the crusaders of the Islamic revolution 
committees, in a nationwide operation entitled 
Ayatollah Shahid Ashrafi-Esfahani, 20 team 
houses were discovered and 80 of the remaining 
members of the hypocrites were arrested or 
eliminated. 


In this connection, a communique was issued by the central 
headquarters of the Guards Corps as follows: 


In the name of God the compassionate and the merciful. 
Congratulations to the martyr-nurturing and self-sacrificing 
revolutionary nation of Islam for the unrelenting battle of God's 


army against the army of Satan. 


Once again, deadly blows were inflicted upon the decaying body of 
the sworn enemies of the Islamic revolution, enemies who stand up 
in battle against the raging flood of the Islamic revolution in 
step with the super criminals of East and West; but, the bright 
sun of the Islamic revolution cannot be put out by those corrupt 
elements and aggressors of global oppression and their puppet 
mercenaries. The sinister destiny of global oppression and its 
domestic agents, who consider their life in the death of Islam 
and humanity and the continuing oppression of the oppressed, 

shall be nothing but defeat in the face of the faithful combatants 


and guardians of Islam and the holy Koran. 


The hypocrite Khalg organization found itself at the edge of 
total destruction as a result of the weakness and decay in the 
country, on the one hand, and, on the other, as a result of the 
deadly blows of the Hezbollah nation and, ultimately, took 
official and total refuge to its infamous masters, French 
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imperialism and other colonialists. All the members of the 
central cadres and the higher members of the hypocrite organiza- 
tion, after suffering numerous blows and committing many crimes, 
followed the same path that the hated previous regime and other 
allies of the super criminals of East and West were forced to 
follow. At the present time, too, what is left of this hypocrite 
minigroup are the lower supporters and members who know about 
Islamic kindness and who return to beloved Islam. Simultaneous 
with the escape of the mercenaries of the Great Satan to the lap 
of French imperialism and the Western colonialist countries, in 
a nationwide operation entitled /Ayatollah Shahid Ashrafi- 
Esfahani, through the self-sacrificers of the Guards Corps and 
the combatants of the Islamic revolution committees, more than 
20 of the hypocrites" houses of corruption were identified and 
overtaken. In this connection, more than 80 of the remaining 
hypocrites were arrested or eliminated. Some of their names 


are:/ 





l. ‘Abbas Hemmati, alias "Babak," in charge of all the 
nypocrites' southern organizations, directly responsible for the 
city of Arak and planner of the criminal operations which 
resulted in the martyrdom of Ayatollah Sadduqi. 


2. Mohsen Sadat, known as Mohsen Esfahani, alias Jahangir, 
member of and in charge of provisions and forest organizations 


for the hypocrites. 


3. /Mohammad ‘Ali Karimi/, alias Ahmad, previously responsible 
for the cities of Jankabon and Ramsar, member and of the the 
persons responsible for the organizational security of the 


hypocrites in Gilan. 


4. /Mohsen Mahkam/, aliases ‘Ema ud Kamal, a member and 
responsible for the military sectiun of Arak and all the 
terrorist acts in that city. 


5. /Moluk Mondegaran, alias Nushin/, a member. 


6. /'Azim Habibifar/, alias Hadi, executive deputy for all the 
southern organizations of the hypocrites. 


7. #/Mostafa Fanniyun/, a member and responsible for the 
infiltration section. 





8. /Hasan Partow-'A'lam/, a member and one of the persons in 
charge of the infiltration section. 


9. /'Ali ‘Arab/, alias ‘Abbas, one of the criminal members of 
the hypocrites, in charge of certain terrorist groups and 


perpetrator of several terrotist acts. 
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10. /Karim Yeki/, an active member of the organization. 
ll. /Fariba Reza'i-Amiri/, an active figure in the hypocrites. 


12. /Mohammad Reza Sokut/, alias Mohammad ‘Ata, a member of and 
head of special operations groups for the hypocrites. 


13. /'Alireza 'Abbasi/, an infiltration member of the hypocrites. 


Among the arrested or eliminated individuals are elements who 
were trying to escape of in the process of escaping to the laps 
of their masters. Also, in the above-mentioned nationwide 
operation, a great number of documents and weapons fell into the 
hands of the Hezbollah forces, some of which are as follows: 


1. Eighteen J-3's. 
2. Twenty-two colts. 


3. Twenty grenades and some anti-personnel and anti-tank mines. 
Also, a large number of bullets and two-way radios. 


In conclusion, relying on the power of God, the attention of the 
Guardian of the Age and the prophet-like leadership of Imam 
Khomeyni, we declare that serving the Great Satan and fighting 
the gains of the martyrs shall have no consequences but 
destruction and death in this world and punishment in the next. 
Hence, once again, we warn the deceived belligerent minigroups to 
stop insisting on confrontation with the Islamic revolution and 
the raging flood of the Hezbollah nation and return ot the arms 
of beloved Islam. Further details of these operations will be 
provided for the martyr-nurturing nation later. 


/Central Headquarters of the Guards Corps/ 


10,000 
CSO: 4640/80 


93 














LRAN 


CENTRAL BANK GOVERNOR DISCUSSES CANCELLATION OF BANK INTEREST DRAFT 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 4 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text] Dr Mohsen Nurbakhsh, president of the Central Bank of Iran, and 
Ayatollah Razvani, theologian member of the Constitutional Guardian Council, 
answered questions from a correspondent of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY 
concerning issues related to a bill on eliminating interest which has been 
placed before the Majlis by the government. 


During the interview Dr Nurbakhsh said: 


We think the bill before the Majlis, which is now in the process of being 
enacted, will bring fundamental changes to the country's banking system. He 
noted: The aforementioned bill differs in many ways with the plan which was 
submitted by a number of Majlis representatives with regard to bank activities 
and the elimination of interest. The Majlis representatives’ plan on banking 
activities was written in such a way that anyone applying for a loan for pro- 
duction purposes would be required to open an account with the bank. Under 
that plan, bank investments must be only governmental investments, but under 
the bill submitted by the government such issues are not raised. He added: 

We believe that in the utilization of deposits by the private sector in the 
service of government policy, the banking system has a related role. The 
president of the Central Bank of Iran observed: We must accept the fact that 
if savings, which cause income to be greater than expenses, are not combined 
and employed for proper economic purposes, society will be hurt by inflation 
and increased costs. Therefore, the pooling of savings is a constructive matter 
which requires institutions such as banks. He said: The banks deal with var- 
ious levels of society, which include people who want to participate in chari- 
table activities, to provide interest-free loans, and to earn a return on their 
savings. Therefore, the banks must operate in such a way as to encourage all 
sectors of society and to attract all sources of savings, from interest-free 
loans to capital investments. This problem has been anticipated in the govern- 
ment's bill. Of course, in the aforementioned bill, the acquisition and dis- 
bursement of interest-free loans has also been designated as an activity for 
the banks, but it is not right to give an interest-free loan to someone who wants 
to create a production unit for the purpose of making money and earning a pro- 
fit. He added: It has been anticipated in this bill that savings will come 
into the banking system through interest-free loans and capital investment, and 
that they will be made available to applicants through Islamic operations such 
as cooperatives, partnerships, rentals, and so forth. 
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Continuing the interview, Ayatollah Razvani said: The main thing that must be 
brought out with regard to the new banking system from the point of view of 
religious law is the matter of the elimination of interest. Evidently there 
is the misunderstanding that if someone makes a profit on a transaction is it 
an instance of usury, or illegitimate profit-taking, whereas it must be 
remembered that what is said in the sacred religious laws concerning usury 
deals with two kinds of usury, trade usury and credit usury. 


Trade usury involves bartering with excessive demands, which could be done by 
weight, by measure, or by the piece. It is forbidden for such dealings to be 
done with markups, but there is no problem when two different kinds of mer- 
chandise of equal value are exchanged. Ayatollah Razvani added: Credit usury 
has nothing to do with measure or weight. Anytime someone is given a loan and 
is asked to repay a larger amount it is usury, even if the increase is only in- 
tended to account for a decrease in the value of the currency. 


If someone is loaned a sum of money to use for a period of time with a stipu- 
lated repayment date on the condition that a larger amount be repaid, it is 
usury, even if the aim of the extra repayment is not monetary profit. If, for 
example, there is a condition that insurance services or information be pro- 
vided in exchange for granting a loan, this is usury. In banking operations, 
if a bank takes in or pays out money in the form of a loan, if it collects or 
pays out anything more it is usury. In the bill before the Majlis, however, 
the basis of bank dealings with the people has been changed. A depositor puts 
his money in a bank and he makes the bank an executor. In the past a bank 
took money from the people and used it for itself. According to this bill, 
however, the banks will use money for the people. Also, on the basis of this 
bill, a bank will not make a loan to an applicant. Instead, it will collabor- 
ate with him in his activities. 


9310 
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IRAN 


MINISTER REPORTS LATEST FOREIGN-TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 8 Jan 83 p 4 


[Interview with Minister of Commerce Habibollah Asgar-Oladi by 
press, radio and television correspondents on 8 Jan 83; place not 
specified] 


[Text] From 22 November-6 December of this 
past year, about 35-36 bales of carpets were 
exported, whereas, from 7-21 December, about 
600 bales of carpets were exported through two 
customs offices in Tehran. 


During the first six months of the current year, $3.8 billion 

was allocated for the purchase of raw materials and improving 
agricultural conditions. According to a report by the ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY, before noon today, Habibollah Asgar-Oladi, 
minister of commerce, participated in a press and radio and 
television conference and responded to the questions of the 
correspondents concerning trade issues, especially the export of 
goods. In this regard, he said: By eliminating some of the 
obstacles and through the efforts and cooperation of the govern- 
ment, the Central Bank and customs, we have been able to increase 
exports such that in late summer of this past year, carpet exports 
had increased by 60 percent over a similar period the year before. 


Also, from 22 November-6 December, a total of 36 bales of carpets 
were exported through the southern and Mehrabad customs. This 
number increased to 600 bales, amounting to 500 million rials, 
from 7-21 December. 


He added: In connection with the export of carpets, we have two 
problems. One is the existing difficulties in importing raw 
materials resulting from the problems in the ports of the country 
and which we have not been successful in overcoming. Second is 
the increase in the price of carpets. Hence, a number of people 
have put their extra money into the purchase of carpets. For 

this reason, the price of carpets has increased uncontrollably and 
this problem has harmed our competitive power with other countries 
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which export carpets. He expressed hope that extra money will be 
utilized to increase production power. The minister of commerce 
referred to the problems in importing goods and said: The aim 

of the Ministry of Commerce is to implement the government 
policy. We are trying to support domestic production as much as 
possible. In the second half of this year [23 September- 

20 March], currency allotted to agricultural industries and raw 
materials has increased six-fold, amounting to $3.8 billion, of 
which one-fifth is for the production and distribution centers. 


On the other hand, non-industrial imports have decreased to a 
minimum. He added: Although our non-industrial imports have 
decreased, we have been unable to carry out the purchases of the 
first quarter of the current year [21 March-21 June 1982]. 
However, in regards to the transportation of items such as 
fertilizer, wheat, barley and sugar, we are facing difficulties. 
At the present time, a large number of ships are waiting in 
Bandar ‘Abbas to be unloaded. Also, 800,000 tons of ironware and 
raw materials have been piled up in the customs and another 
500,900 tons are being transported. About 2 million tons of 
goods have been purchased from various countries, which will 
enter the coutnry according to our priorities. 


Asgar-Oladi then spoke about the problem of the distribution of 
goods and said: The Ministry of Commerce, based on the 
experiences and research of its own and other organizations, has 
prepared a proposal for the distribution of goods which will be 
presented to the Cabinet. We hope that with the ratification of 
the foreign trade bill, the law for the distribution of goods 


will be announced to us. 


He then referred to the successes of the Ministry of Commerce in 
the area of iron distribution and said: The plan for the 
distribution of ironware has thus far been 90 percent successful, 
because the iron that was sold on the open market for 300-400 
rials is now sold for 120-130 rials. On the other hand, in order 
to expedite construction works, for people who have up to 50 
square meters under construction, there is a wait of 2 months and 
for those with more than 100 square meters, 6-8 months. 


He added: The distribution of iron in the provinces will be the 
responsibility of the approved cooperative units. In this 
connection, the preparations have been made for the establishment 
of 40 offices of commerce in the provincial cities. 


Then, the minister of commerce of our country explained some of 
the accusations published by the mass media which were quoted 
from the religious judge of the special guild affairs court and 
said: In the mass media, certain issues have been reported which 
are not truthful. In this connection, I request of the Supreme 
Judicial Council and the headquarters for implementing the 
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decrees of the imam that they investigate these cases as soon as 
possible and identify the violators. 


Then, he spoke about the accusation of several of the authorities 
of the city and village organization and said: This is quite 
contrary to the facts, because the wholesale price for butter is 
262 rials per kg and it has been set at 320 rials for the 
consumer. The difference of 30 rials goes toward the packaging 
of the kg of butter and 15 rials for its transportation. But 

the board of directors has reduced the 30 rials for packaging 

tc 15 rials and the 17 rials for transportation to 8 rials. 
Hence, the difference all together is about 20 rials, which will 
be put in the treasury. 


Concerning the distribution of glass, Asgar-Oladi said: I do not 
know anything about the facts of this case and I do not know 
whether it is in our interests to carry out a religious sentence 
before the Ministry of Commerce in regards to an employee. It is 
not clear whether the bribery was actual or not, since it would 
have been proper to have the giver of the bribe identified and 
punished along with the receiver of the bribe. Once again, he 
recuested that the responsible authorities investigate this 

issue seriously. 


Concerning the violations involving the distribution of iron, I 
must say that the Ministry of Commerce is not guilty. We must 
see who has forged the transaction documents and the violator 
must be punished, because when this action was committed, I was 
not in charge of the Ministry of Commerce. On the other hand, at 
that time, iron was imported by the private sector and the 
Ministry of Commerce only supervised its distribution. 


He added: At the present time, the distribution of iron is 


1 March 1982-20 March 1983, $1,384,000,000 will be paid for 
about 4 million tons of imported iron. 


In the conclusion of his interview, he said that Iran carries out 
its trade with friendly, non-aligned and Third World countries. 
He also said: In order to import household items, we need 20 
billion rials in funds. It is not in our interests to use the 
national revenues for importing such equipment. But, we are 
trying to reduce these difficulties by at least 30 percent by 


next year. 


10,000 
CSO: 4640/80 
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IRAN 


DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERIOR COMMENTS ON IMPORTANT ISSUES 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 5 Jan 83 pp 2, 14 


[Interview with ‘Abbas Akhundi, political and social deputy 
minister of interior, by ETTELA'AT; date and place not specified] 


[Text] ‘Abbas Akhundi, the political and social deputy minister 
of interior of the Islamic Republic of Iran, responded to the 
guestions of our correspondent in connection with the current 
issues of the country in an exclusive interview with ETTELA'AT. 


In this exclusive interview, the political and social deputy 
minister of interior responded to the questions of our 
correspondent concerning the eight-point decree of the imam; the 
visit of Ayatollah Nateg-Nuri, the minister of interior, to 
Pakistan; the security of the country's borders; the duties of 
the gendarmerie and police departments of the Islamic Republic; 
the second stage of the mid-term elections; the reconstruction of 
the war regions of the country; the exchange of the families of 
the war prisoners of Iran and Iraq; the latest decisions concer- 
ning the activities of political parties and groups; issues 
concerning the Afghans and returnees; the new administrative 
divisions bill and more. The results of this exclusive interview 


follow: 


Implementation of the Imam's Decree and the Cooperation of the 
Provinces 


The political and social deputy of interior, after praising the 
martyrs of the Islamic revolution, especially the martyrs of the 
imposed war, responding to the first question concerning the 
eight-point decree of the imam of the nation and the procedure 
for the cooperation of the governors general in implementing this 
decree, said: 


In connection with the implementation of the eight-point decree 
of the imam, as Mr Nateq-Nuri, one of the members of the 

headquarters for enforcing the decrees of the imam, emphasized 
and aS was discussed a great deal in the nationwide seminar of 
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governors general, one of the items in the resolution of the 
governors general explicitly states that this decree is to be 
carried out line by line and that the governors general should 
put all their resources at the disposal of these delegations 
(delegations from the headquarters for enforcing the decrees of 
the imam). Concerning what instructions have been issued, of 
course, no special discussions have been held in regards to the 
exact duties of the governors general in connection with those 
felegations or whether they are members or heads of (hese 
delegations. But, they have been instructed to cooperate fully 
with the delegations in any manner. Second, the delegations 
should be headquartered in the offices of the governors general, 
pecause it is a part of the text of the decree. When they are to 
be established in the offices of the governors general, the 
Gelegations will first introduce themselves to the offices of the 
governors general. Naturally, the governors general must prepare 
a location as well as such communication facilities as telephones 
for the delegation and provide the necessary facilities for 
delegation trips to the various areas of the province and keep in 
ouch with them. They should eliminate any problems in this 
egard. 


Sn 
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These points have all been approved by the governors general. 

(Of course, my personal opinion is that in order for the delega- 
tions to be able to become most successful, it is necessary for 
them to have communications and exchanges of views with the 
governors general and Friday imams in the provinces and to 
coordinate their efforts with them in order to have all the 
resources of the province at their disposal. If the delegations 
need information regarding one issue or another, all the necessary 
information must be put at their disposal, not just part of it. 
In this connection, there have been discussions with the 
delegations and the headquarters for enforcing the decrees of the 
imam to clarify, God willing, if they can, the clear and legal 
duty of the governors general. 


Visit to Pakistan and the Problem of the Borders 


Responding to a question concerning the visit of the minister of 
interior of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Pakistan, the issues 
to be discussed and the security of the eastern borders of the 
country and referring to the results of the visit of Hojjat 
ol-Eslam Nateg-Nuri to Pakistan and the issues under discussion 
and exchanges of views with the authorities of Pakistan, Mr 
Akhundi pointed out: The border problems, issues related to 
neighborliness with Pakistan and issues concerning the Afghan 
Muslim brothers who have taken refuge in Iran and Pakistan were 
among the issues discussed with the Pakistani minister of 
interior and other officials. 
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He also said: In connection with the security of the borders, 
some decisions have been made which mostly affect the law 
enforcement forces on the borders. 


He added: One section of our borders, due to the imposed war of 
the mercenary regime of Iraq against the Islamic Republic of 

Iran, is ina state of war. Some of the borders are also 

affected by the problems of Kurdistan and the west of the country. 
The remainder of the borders, thank God, are stable and enjoy 
good neighborly relations. On the whole, it was decided that the 
law enforcement forces on the borders must act in a uniform 

manner to avoid confusion. This concerns the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and it shall also be discussed in terms of internal 
affairs. In connection with the gendarmerie, thank God, after the 
appointment of Colonel Kuchekzadeh, many positive changes have 
taken place. In the west of the country, as the Guards Corps and 
military brothers admit, the gendarmerie acts like an army in the 
west of the country and on the fronts of the war of truth against 
falsehood, they are offering several martyrs every day to the 
nation of Iran and Islam. There have been positive, fundamental 
changes in the gendarmerie. The gendarmerie is now mobilizing 
and preparing to protect the borders of the country. Its major 
goal is to be the true guardian of the borders of the Islamic 


Republic. 


We have some plans for the protection of the borders. As you 
know, the law enforcement outside the city limits has been 
entrusted to the gendarmerie in addition to the roads, borders, 
villages and sentry stations of the villages and districts. 
However, in regards to the police department, you know that 
Since Mr Nateq-Nuri was appointed minister of interior and took 
over the command of the law enforcement forces, one of the 
changes which has taken place in the police departments is 
coordination between the police departments, the Guards Corps, 
the committees and the law enforcement agencies in the cities. 
Also, the police departments can become active in counterrevolu- 
tionary problems in assuming one part of the law enforcement in 
the cities. For this reason, two of the Guards Corps brothers 
became deputies of Mr Hejazi in the police department, which 

has resulted both in boosting the morale of the brothers in the 
police department, making them feel that they are cooperating 
with the law enforcement forces, and in creating practical 
coordination with other law enforcement organizations in order to 
enable substantial, effective changes to take place in the police 
department. The police department has also taken an active role 
in programs to keep order in the cities which are: Preventing 
robberies, protecting banks, fighting narcotics smuggling in the 
cities. There are also plans under way to better equip the 
police department to fight smugglers. 
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Mr Akhundi then referred to the destructive effect of narcotics 
on our country, especially on the young generation, and the 
colonialist conspiracies to expand narcotics and said: The 
problem of narcotics must be dealth with decisively in the 
country, which is on the agenda of the authorities of the country 
and the Security Council. They will certainly deal very 
decisively with the problem of narcotics and soon the necessary 
programs will be available for this purpose. 


At the present time, the duties of the gendarmerie as well as 
those of the police department are quite clear. The bylaws of 
the committees have also been approved by the Cabinet and sent to 
the Majlis. God willing, on the basis of the bylaws, there will 
be a division of labor between the police department and the 
committees and they will act in total cooperation. 


The Mid-Term Elections 


Concerning the second stage of the mid-term and Assembly of 
Experts elections, Mr Akhundi said: After the final views of the 
Council of Guardians in regards to all elections are announced, 
it will be clear what the situation with regard to the mid-term 
elections will essentially be, considering that not much time is 
left until the end of the Majlis' term. 


Reconstruction of War Regions 


In connection with the reconstruction of the war regions, I must 
say that in the Ministry of Interior, considering that the 
Minister of Interior is a member of the supreme council for the 
reconstruction of the war regions and that the Ministry of 
Interior is in charge of all the reconstruction headquarters, we 
have had and do have some programs to reconstruct the war region 
regions. But, when the government programs are compared with the 
people's programs, one realizes the power and ability of the 
people, their presence on the scene and that the government can 
do nothing alone, without the support of the people. In 
connection with the reconstruction of the war regions, the people 
have taken the upper hand and have an extraordinary presence on 
the scene in reconstructing the war regions. Committees have 
been headquartered in all the provinces and cities which were to 
have them and they have begun their work, with the exception of 
those in Qasr-e Shirin, which is still under the fire of the 
Iraqi functionaries and cannot be reconstructed. In the rest of 
the cities, reconstruction has begun and the Ministry of Interior 
is doing its share in coordinating this task. 


Thus far, 40 billion rials have been allotted by the government 
for reconstruction. Of course, the amount that the people have 
contributed to reconstruction is higher than this. 
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Referring to the joint active role of the Reconstruction Crusade 
and the housing foundation in reconstructing the war-stricken 
villages and the extensive support for the reconstruction of the 
villages of the people of these two institutions, Mr Akhundi 
expressed hope that through coordinating these forces to 
eliminate any energy being wasted, the task of reconstructing 
that portion of the war regions which was conferred upon it. 


Exchange of War Prisoners 


Referring to Iraq's frequent obstacles, the political and social 
deputy minister of interior said in regards to the plans for 
exchanging the families of war prisoners: The last proposal of 
the Iraqi regime was that we exchange the families of the war 
prisoners through France. As you know, most of the enemies of 
the revolution and the Islamic Republic of Iran are gathered 
there and from our standpoint, this cannot be done. Considering 
its very close relations with the French regime, Iraq hopes to 
take political advantage of the situation. Iraq is afraid that 
the tortures of the Iranian prisoners will be exposed and once 
again the infamous acts of the mercenary regime of Irag will be 
known. Our last proposal was that the exhange of the families 
of the war prisoners take place through the International Red 
Cross, which is an organization recognized by everyone. But, 
the regime of Iraq has not yet given the necessary response. He 
added: 


From the moment an Iranian fighter is captured by the mercenary 
regime of Iraq, his treatment at the hands of the functionaries 
of this regime is contrary to international laws and regulations. 
They execute or torture many of the prisoners. They put them to 
hard labor and pressure them with life and food. 


Parties and the Ten-Point Communique 


The political and social deputy minister of interior pointed out 
the activities fo the political parties, societies and groups: 
One of the characteristics and sources of pride of the Islamic 
revolution of Iran is its dealing fundamentally with political 
groups on the basis of Islamic values. In other revolutions, 
after the revolution, the activities of political parties under 
the auspices of the military government are forbidden. But, in 
our country, after the revolution, all the parties and societies 
freely began activities. But, much advantage was taken of this 
freedom. In the universities, militant bases against the 
revolution were created and the actions of the belligerent groups 
tried the patience of the people and all turned out as we have 


witnessed. 


Mr Akhundi added: After the incorrect and counterrevolutionary 
actions of the belligerent groups, in order to clarify the limits 
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and boundaries of the political activities of the political 
parties and groups, a 10-point communique was issued by the 
Office of the Prosecutor General. That communique is still 

valid and parties which conform themselves to that communigue and 
which do not take up arms against the regime of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, which would enrage the people, may continue 
their activities freely. Of course, the political parties and 
groups must be alert and careful not to deviate from the 10-point 
communique. Some violations have been observed. If they become 
belligerent, they shall also be dealt with. It is better for the 
political parties and groups to understand the Islamic spirit and 
not to war against Islam. They must carry on their activities on 
the basis of the freedom of political activities determined by 
the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


Responding to the question of what plans the Ministry of Interior 
nas concerning the problems of the Afghans, the returnees and 
refugees to the Islamic Republic of Iran, the political and 
social deputy minister of interior said: More than 1.5 million 
Afghans have taken refuge in our country. And, considering the 
spirit of Islamic kindness, the Afghans live very well in Iran. 
There are programs being prepared for those Afghans who would 
like to fill out a form and steps will te taken to provide the 
resources for them to live and to meet their needs immediately. 
On the whole, this plan is going through the final implementary 
stages. After it is officially announced by the Ministry of 
Interior, the Afghans must go to the offices of the governors 


general. 


The Demonstrations of the Afghans and their Consequences 


Mr Akhnundi added: The Afghans are oppressed by one superpower. 
Afghanistan is under occupation and the people of Afghanistan are 
taking certain steps against the puppet government. In this 
connection, they also held demonstrations in Iran. Of course, we 
will deal with those Afghans who did not take into consideration 
the regulations of the Islamic Republic and attacked the Soviet 
Embassy. A group active in Iran cannot break the laws of the 
Islamic Republic. The Afghans must realize that such actions are 
not in the interests of Islam and Afghanistan. The Afghans must 
themselves prevent other Afghans from violating the laws of the 
Islamic Republic and they must deal with them. We will stop 
those who do ~ot respect our laws. In regard to the Afghan camps, 
I must mention that we have prepared camps for the Afghans who 
are coming to Iran. 


Concerning the returnees, we have no problems, but in regards to 
the refugees, I must say that we will protect anyone who becomes 
a refugee to the Islamic Republic because of an oppressive 
occupying force. In connection with the latter issue, apparently 
there have been protests by the Soviet Embassy. Our response is: 
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Remove the oppression; certainly then no one would attack you. 
But, the claim that the Afghans penetrated the Soviet Embassy or 
brought down and burned the Soviet flag is an absolute lie. The 
police prevented any such attack on the Soviet Embassy. 


The Policy of the Government and the Governors General 


The political and social deputy minister of interior was asked: 
What programs do the governors general have for their provinces 
in order to better implement and conform to the general foreign 
policy of the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran? 


Mr Akhundi referred to the recent seminars of the governors 
general and said: The reason for holding these seminars was 
mostly to communicate the general policy of the government to the 
governors general and to discuss with the government the problems 


of the governors general. 


He added: As the high ranking representatives of the government 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and all the organizations, the 
governors general are responsible for dealing with issues 
concerning the general policy of the government through 
coordination. 


Concerning the description of the duties of the governors general 
and the fact that all the programs in the provinces must be 
coordinated, Engineer Musavi issued instructions to all the 
offices and institutions to generally coordinate their policies 
with the governors general. 


Administrative Divisions 


The political and social deputy minister of interior said in 
regards to the state of the new bill for administrative 


divisions: 


The bill for administrative divisions, with a total of 15 
articles, has been approved by the Cabinet and presented to the 
Majlis. The administrative divisions in this bill consist of 
village or locality, town, district, city and province. 


In this bill, each one of these has been defined. In connection 
with the administrative divisions, social and political issues, 
resources and the organization and expansion of the Islamic 
Republic must all be taken into consideration. The administrative 
organization of the Islamic Republic has been discussed in this 
bill, including to what extent the Islamic Republic should be 
involved in planning its administrative organization and, on the 
whole, to what extent the Islamic Republic can expand its organi- 
zation up to the level of district. In connection with the 
administrative divisions, the plan concerning the country's tribes 
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is still in the proposal stages and has not yet been approved. 
One of the newspapers had printed a whole page on this issue, 
which, of course, did not reflect the views of the officials, 

but the views of the newspaper itself. Discussions are under way 
to make a special decision concerning a solu-.on to the problems 
of the tribes as well. 


The issue of names which would be appropriate to the Islamic 
Republic has also been taken into consideration in this bill. 
For this purpose, in this bill, a council called the council on 
naming has been proposed to determine the names of places and 


provinces. 


The Cabinet is also responsible to conform the plan for the 
organizations of the Islamic government wiht these administrative 
divisions. Also, the Ministry of Interior is responsible to 
provide the final necessary graphs in connection with the 
administrative divisions. For instance, village has been defined 
in the bill as follows: The term village denotes a unit in which 
at least 12 families or 50 persons live. 


Locality or alley is defined as follows: A constructed residen- 
tial or service complex which has fixed boundaries and, from the 
standpoint of its social makeup, whose residents consider them- 
selves the inhabitants of that locality. 


A district is the smallest unit of the administrative divisions 
which, depending on the case, includes tribal branches and 
groups. A district is defined as a place which has a minimum 
population of 15,000 and, for conjested areas, at least 75,000 


people [as published]. 
Definition of Provincial City 


A provincial city is a divisional unit made up of several 
neighboring city and village districts which are similar, in 
order of priority, culturally, sociall, economically, naturally 
and politically and has a minimum population of 75,000. 


A province is an administrative divisional unit consisting of 
several adjacent provincial cities which are similar, in order 

of priority, economically, politically, culturally and socially 
and which has a minimum population of 500,000. Of course, I must 
point out that this bill has been approved by the Cabinet and 
must also be ratified by the Majlis before it can be implemented. 


Coordination Between Governors General and the Provinces 
In response to the question of how the governors general will 


coordinate with the judicail and legislative branches in the 
provinces, the political deputy minister of interior pointed out: 
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Communication with the governors general and their coordination 
with the judicial and legislative branches will take place 
through the legislative branch and the representatives of the 
Majlis and through a series of planning councils. However, the 
general policy of the government of the Islamic Republic is that 
it will be able to carry out its activities and work in the 
provinces with the cooperation of the honorable Friday imams and 
the honorable representatives of the Majlis. The representatives 
of the Majlis, as the representatives of the people who oversee 
all the activities of their province, must become the supports 
and arms of the government. The governors general and the 
representatives to the Majlis of their own provinces will hold 
numerous meetings to study the problems. 


He added: The judicial branch is one of the three branches of 
the government and is completely independent of the executive 
branch. Of course, in this connection, coordination between 

two provinces takes place through the offices of the governors 


general. 


Concerning the security of the country, Mr Akhundi pointed out: 
Thank God, there is complete security and political stability 

tor the government throughout the country. In the past months, 
the number of successful terrorist acts throughout Tehran has 

not exceeded the fingers of one hand. The last instruction that 
the central leadership of the hypocrites has given to its forces 
in Iran is to escape from the country and join their masters. In 
this regard, the people have become secure against the counter- 
revolutionaries. The environment is secure and peaceful for the 
people and insecure for the counterrevolutionaries. 


I might be out of line to say so, but, when we visited the imam 
along with the governors general, the imam questioned why the 
mass media does not praise these actions. 


The imam said: You should know how worthy the people are. See 
how difficult and how laborious it is to capture only one 
hypocrite or to discover one team house. At this point in time, 
the team houses and houses of corruption are discovered and 
corrupt persons arrested 50 by 50 in spite of the war. The mass 
media must thank the Guards Corps and the people. 


Mr Akhundi added: In my opinion, the newspapers and radio and 
television must play a role in national security. There is 
complete security in the country and the minigroups have reached 
complete despair and have realized that they cannot stand up 


against the people and government. 


It is with the complete presence of the people on the scene and 
the activities of tne law enforcement and mobilization forces, 
Guards Corps and mass media that the counterrevolution will be 


eliminated in this country... 
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MINISTER ANNOUNCES PROGRAMS TO BOOST ELECTRIC POWER OUTPUT 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 8 Jan 83 p 9 


[Interview with the Minister of Energy Hasan Ghafuri; date and place not 
specified] 


[Text] Twelve hundred villages were supplied with electricity in the year 
1981-1982 and according to the five-year plan of the Ministry of Energy, 
1500 villages will receive electricity each year, so that by the end of 
the five-year plan, a total of 7900 villages will have been electrified. 
Owing to the growth in population and increase in the consumption of 
electricity expected to take place in the next 20 years, a power station 
larger than the Neka power generating station, which is the largest in 

the Middle East, will have to be built annually to achieve a balance 
between consumption and production. During 1982-1983, four units of the 
Neka power station; the second unit of the Ramin power station; the first 
unit of the Isfahan power station; the gas powered power generating station 
of Shiravan and Mashhad, and the second unit of the Bandar ‘Abbas power 
generating station will be joined to the main line. Construction will 
also start on the Saveh dam, the Firoft dam and the Zargan power station 
in Ahvaz. 


Engineer Ghafuri, the Minister of Energy, discussed these issues in a 
special interview with KEYHAN: 


He said, "During 1979-1980, we produced 3000 megawatts; in 1980-1981, 
because of the war and shutdowns, we produced 2500 megawatts; in 1981-1982, 
3400 megawatts and in 1982-1983 (1361), about 4000 megawatts. Thus the 
output and consumption of electricity has remained on the same level and 
we have not accumulated any reserves..." He noted that from 1979-1982 
(1358-1361), production and consumption in the country had increased about 
60 percent. But in spite of a high rate of consumption and the large 
number of customers, 620 thousand new customers were added in 1981-1982 

in the rural, urban and industrial areas. 


He said, ‘Even so, we have had almost no shutdowns, and with the cooperation 
of the people, we hope, by the Grace of God, to have none in the future." 

In regard to the supply of water and electricity to users, the Minister 

of Energy said, "We have provided electricity to urban customers in whatever 
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location they have built their houses. Our condit ions for providing water 
and electricity to city dwellers are the same as the municipal regulations. 
Most houses in large cities have electricity, and there are no houses 
without electricity [as published]. The situation is more acute in regard 
to rural areas; but in those villages that are supplied by electricity 
networks, all houses have received electricity immediately." 


He added, "We have determined the number of villages in each province that 
need electricity and have given priority to deprived rural areas. At the 
end of the five-year plan, we intend to distribute electricity justly 

among the rural areas. For example, during the period of the five-year 
plan, 84 villages in the province of Tehran; 960 villages in Khorasan; 

435 in Kerman; 200 in Mazanderan; 547 in Lorestan will receive electricity.' 


Regarding the Neka generating station and its condition, Engineer Ghafuri 
said, "The Neka power generating station has four 440 megawatt units that 
can generate a total of 1760 megawatts of electricity. Four of the wits 
are almost complete and we are in the process of receiving delivery from 
a foreign contractor. We have not connected more than 2 units to the main 
line, and the other 2 units will be gradually added as well. Under the 
present conditions, we can utilize 3 of the units and obtain about 1200 
megawatts of electricity. The only difficulty that is being encountered 
concerns fuel. The primary fuel used is gas which was supposed to have 
been supplied from Khangiran but unfortunately, certain difficulties exist 
in this regard which will have to be solved. The secondary fuel used is 
mazut; however, four such large units need 6 million litres of mazut 
daily, and because of the lack of fuel, one unit has been disconnected 
from the line. "Regarding the dropping of this unit from the network and 
its results, the Minister of Energy said, "We have deliberately removed 
the unit from the line because we prefer to use gas which is cheaper and 
does not create environmental problems. By the grace of God, after 
obtaining fuel we will be able to utilize all the units." In regard to 
the gas powered generating station of Bandar ‘Abaas and its problems, 

the Minister of Energy said, "The gas powered generating station in Bandar 
"Abbas is the most difficult task facing us. The station is not suitable 
for Bandar Abbas; hot and humid conditions there have caused severe 
rusting of parts of the generating station, added to which the system 

is not a desirable one and was built without study. We have several 
problems with the power station because its system is suitable for cold 
climates. At present the first unit is under construction and we hope 
that it will be connected to the main line before the end of the year. 

The difficulties regarding the transmission line of this area have been 
solved; of course, we have no shortfall in production there becuase 
consumption is low and rises during summer. We shall try to solve the 
problems connected with the summer consumption."’ In regard to the Tabriz 
power generating station and its problems, the Minister of Energy said, 
"Our of 3 power generating stations in Tabriz, 2 known as the old Tabriz 
power stations, are working. The third generator is being built under 
contract by the Alstom Company of France. The Shah granted the contract 
during a reception in France, and after the revolution, the contractor 
fled. The construction of the power generating station has been postponed 
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four times due to political problems; but we are trying to overcome the 
difficulties, and barring any further problems, the contractor will start 
the installation of the power station after the January holidays." In 
regard to nuclear powered generating stations and their future, the Minister 
of Energy said, "Matters relating to nuclear powered stations have been 
taken out of the control of the Ministry of Energy and placed under the 
office of the prime minister. At present, all plans relating to such 
Stations have been cancelled except for unit one in Busher which will go 
ahead until completion." 


In regard to the supply of electricity to the township of Chah Bahar, the 
supply of water to the port of Kenarak, Chah Bahar and the Qum water 
project, the Minister of Energy stated, 'We have a power generating 
station in Kenarak which supplies electricity to Chah Bahar. A 6l 
kilowatt transmission line has been installed which has a few minor 
problems which will certainly be eliminated by the start of summer. The 
output of the existing power generating station in Chah Bahar is sufficient 
to meet the demand. The transmission line is ready and we have encountered 
no problems; for greater safety, we have installed a line next to the 
existing one in order to increase the transmission coefficient of 
electricity to Chah Bahar." 


In regard to the supply of water to Chah Bahar, the Minister of Energy 
said, "We are installing a water desalination plant in Chah Bahar which 
will be in operation in a few months. We have also drawn up a 3 stage 
plan for supplying water to the city of Qum. Qum is a densely populated 
city, and even if we worked very fast, we would not be able to ensure 

its water supply, added to which Qum has poor water resources. We have 
sunk 9 wells around Qum which will be connected to the main water network. 
The second plan envisages bringing water by pipeline from ‘Ali Abad to 
Qum, a distance of 50 kilometres; the project will be in operation by 
early simmer. The third plan, which is a long term one, and is at present 
under study, involves diverting the upper branches of Dez water to Qun.” 
In regard to the construction of steam powered generators, Engineer 
Ghafuri said, "The consumption of electricity increases by an average of 
20 percent annually, so that irrespective of how fast we build power 
generating stations, the demand is already there. For the next 20 years, 
we would have to produce on an average 2000 more megawatts of electricity 
each year in order to satisfy the demand. 


The Neka power generating station is at present the largest in the Middle 
East and generates 1/760 megawatts; but in the next 20 years, we would 
have to build a generating station annually bigger than the Neka one in 
order to meet the demand. Several plans to build more power generating 
stations are under study. Fars generating station with a 1000 megawatt 
capacity; the Western station with a 1000 megawatt capacity; Gilan power 
generating station with a 1000 megawatt capacity; power stations of 
Azarbaijan; the second generating station in the west; in Najafabad, the 
Central Province, Sirjan, all of them will have to be built with a 1000 
megawatt capacity. Under the first and second plans, we will have to build 
a power generating station.in Nishapur with a capacity of 600 megawatts; 
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in Shiravan with a capacity of 600 megawatts; in Iranshahr with a capacity 
of 400 megawatts; gas powered power generating station in Bunabad with a 
capacity of 100 megawatts and in Zahedan with a capacity of 75 megawatts. 
We should have an output of 10,000 megawatts in the first ten years and 
progress speedily toward a greater output to meet our needs. The Tabriz 
station is in the process of construction. We are working on the 
installation of a large generating station in Tehran with a 2000 megawatt 
capacity; a steam powered gencrating station in Mashhad with a 150 megawatt 
capacity; a steam powered station in Mashhad with a 600 megawatt capacity, 
and Sofian Tabriz with a 190 megawatt capacity.'' Commenting on the 
alleviation of the need for foreign experts, the Minister of Energy said, 
"Fortunately, in most cases we do not need foreign experts. Formerly, 

1000 experts were employed in the energy sector, but they have all left 

the country and their place has been taken by young Iranian engineers. 

A construction and trainir.g staff was formed at the initiative of Engineer 
'Abbaspur, the martyred minister of energy, which undertook the training 

of specialists and was very successful. Recently, we have established a 
centre for research in the ministry of energy which is drawing up plans 

for power generating stations. With our four years' experience, we have 
reached self sufficiency in the installing of lines and stations in most 
cases.’ He added, "We will no longer sign a wholesale contract with any 
country, and as far as possible, we will do part of the work connected 

with the installations of power generating stations ourselves; but 
unfortunately, we need foreign experts in the construction of the stations. 
At present we are studying, in conjunction with the department of industries, 
the matter of building the needed parts gradually." In regard to the 
scarcity of spare parts, the Minister of Energy said, "After the revolution, 
we were raced with a shortage of spare parts and economic seige. Because 
of the lack of contact with foreign countries during the early days of 

the revolution, existing spare parts were used up, and we were suddenly 
faced with a shortage of such parts. Of course, some of theneeded spare 
parts were made by our brothers for which we thank them. We have a plan 

in regard to the construction of the needed parts, and we have also sent a 
number of individuals to different countries to obtain the parts that are 
needed on an emergency basis."" In regard to dam construction, the Ministet 
of Energy said, ''The Saveh dam as well as the Khoda Afrinn dam are under 
construction. By the grace of God, the Peshin dam in Sistan and Baluchestan 
and the construction of the Jiroft dam, which had been postponed, will be 


under way." 


The Minister of Energy said, ''The problem we face is in obtaining power 
generating stations because these are built by the super powers; the other 
problem is the scarcity of technical personnel. Every power generating 
station needs at least 100 engineers. The shortage of technical personnel 
was caused by the closing of the universities. Now that the universities 
are open and a number of young Iranian engineers have returned from foreign 
countries, this problem will be solved." In regard to the Imam's recent 
order, the Minister of Enezgy stated in conclusion, "The order has 
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instilled a new spirit in me and restored my peace of mind. We took 
immediate measures to carry out the Imam's orders. Two directives were 
issued regarding the execution of the Imam's orders and the priorities. 
Of course, we had noted it earlier and our brothers in the Ministery 

of Energy were following the instructions, but we emphasized further 
the matter of priorities." The Minister added, "We will form a follow- 
through staff for the orders of the Imam in the Ministry of Energy and 
this staff will operate under the supervision of the office of the 
deputy for Parliamentary Coordination and four other members. In my 
view, the Imam's message completes the fourth revolution." 
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LEBANON 


HADDAD ON LEBANESE FORCES, ‘FREE LEBANON' ARMY 
NCO051234 Marj ‘Uyun Lebanon Voice of Hope in Arabic 1000 GMT 5 Feb 83 


[Speech by ''Free Lebanon" Commander Major Sa'd Haddad from the studios of 
Voice of Hope Radio on 5 February--live or recorded] 


[Excerpt] We have a subject today about which all the world is speaking-- 
the question of greater Beirut. Beirut has been Beirut and continues to 

be Beirut whether the army is found in West or East Beirut, in Nahr Al-Kalb 
up to Al-Awza'i or from the museum up to Ras Beirut; Beirut will remain 
Beirut, one and united. However, the sensitive point is that the sons of 
West Beirut are shouting, crying and saying: Why has the army entered the 
western part and not the eastern part? 


With our full respect and support for the army, we again remind, for the 
sake of remembrance, that the army has not entered the western part because 
of the noble-mindedness of the sons of western Beirut or, to be more clear, 
because of the noble-mindedness of the fighters in West Beirut or because 
of their eagerness for sovereignty and legitimacy. For 7 or 8 years the 
fighters in West Beirut opposed the presence of any symbol of legitimacy 

in their part and used to prefer the foreigner. Therefore, the army entered 
only after the Israeli defense forces entered West Beirut and liberated it 
from its usurpers. The IDF entered it by force and not by mutual consent. 
The entry of the Lebanese army was the result of the entry of the IDF, and 
not by concurrence at the request of Qulaylat I do not know who, 'Isam 
Al-'Arab, Muhsin or you know who. 


Therefore, East Beirut has always for the last 7 years fought for legitimacy 
with the forces present in it. The Lebanese forces fought and are still 
fighting for the sake of legitimacy. They are fighting the foreign occupiers. 
On this basis, a president was chosen from the elite and is a prominent 
member of the Lebanese Phalangist Party. If we want to be logical, the 
Lebanese forces or the Phalangist forces if you wish, are considered legal 
forces by the president. When the deputies elected Amin Al-Jumayyil, they 
did not set the condition for him to stop being a Phalangist; we did not 
hear any deputy make a condition. There was unanimity on his election 
even though he was known to be a Phalangist, and a fighting Phalangist at 
that, and an official. 
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If they want to oppose now, they should not have elected him. The deputies 
and the people's representatives should not have elected him. They have 
elected him and must accept and test him. 


In all the countries of the world when a party wins, it applies its principles. 
Thus, at present I strongly and in principle oppose the departure of the 
Lebanese forces from Beirut. It is impossible for these forces to leave 
Beirut or any other place except after the last occupier, soldier and armed 
alien has left Lebanese territory. When the Lebanese are reassured about 
the future of Lebanon, then it will be possible to think about an arrange- 
ment. The army has many places; there are still the north and Al-Biqa'. 
The army can start a liberation battle. Tripoli has been almost destroyed 
and is asking for the army. Why? Why doesn't the army start a battle and 
advance from opposite Al-Batrun to Tripoli and liberate this land? This is 
inevitable, whether or not Qulaylat and the others accept it. 


We do not want it said we deferred to the wishes of others. The national 
interests must triumph. All his life Qulaylat has been dealing with the 
enemies of Lebanon against the interests of Lebanon--he and his clique. 
Therefore, it does not concern us whether or not he is satisfied. 


I repeat, our stand stems from our concern for the interests of Lebanon 
because we do not want to see Lebanon in the hands of [word indistinct]. 
With our due respect for the army's command and army commander, in whom we 
have complete confidence, the army is still unable to take the place of 

the Lebanese forces. When all of Lebanon is liberated, it will be a differ- 
ent matter. 


We then have the question of the army of free Lebanon. Why are we building 
the army of free Lebanon? Everybody must understand that the army of free 
Lebanon has been and still is working, struggling and sacrificing for the 
sake of the Lebanese legitimacy and sovereignty. Nowadays, people are saying 
that there is no more danger, that the situation has changed and that there 
is no need for it. I tell them that they are wrong. On the contrary, I 
believe that the danger to Lebanon's future is now greater than in the 
past--much greater. If Lebanon has stabilized and the Lebanese issue has 
ended, we would have packed up our arms a long time ago, because we are not 
fond of carrying arms, and would have said congratulations [words indistinct]. 
However, the danger is still overshadowing all Lebanese areas. There are 
several dangers--the danger of partition, the danger of occupation and the 
greater danger of losing the Lebanese entity in its entirety. 


We hope that the Lebanese government will succeed in saving Lebanon through 
negotiations or any other means. However, precautions must always be taken 
against the worst. For this reason, we are in the process of reorganizing 
the army of free Lebanon, which shall be an ideological army. Its ideology 
will be Lebanon and the Lebanese, and its aims will be to protect the 
Lebanese territory, the safety of the Lebanese people and the Lebanese 
legitimacy and bolstering it. 
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Let everyone understand that this people needs an army that represents 
them. This army is now the army of free Lebanon. Therefore, this army 
will act only in the interest of the Lebanese people and for Lebanon's 
higher interests. This army will not act against any Lebanese at all, 
this army will not act against any symbol of legitimacy. On the contrary, 
it wiil consolidate legitimacy; it will support the Lebanese army; it will 
polster the Lebanese forces; it will support everything that is Lebanese; 
it will particularly bolster ind support the internal security forces, 
which represent the Lebanese administration. Its enemies are the Syrians 


and their ilk. 


(his army shall be for all Lebanon and for the Lebanese of all communities. 
This army shall be an obstacle against everyone who contemplates partition. 
This army is for the unification of Lebanon and not for its partitioning, 
because there are currents calling for partition--petrified currents that 
are calling for partition. We shall resist any partition, because we 
believe that Lebanon will not survive except within all its borders and by 
ill sons in their various beliefs and communities. 


This army will serve in remote areas, and perhaps in the future it will wage 
the great war of liberation against the Syrians and their collaborators if 
the Syrians do not leave willingly. Every Lebanese zealous about his 
country's interest has the duty to fight. 


You might say: Why don't you mention Israel? We also call for the departure 
of all foreign forces from Lebanon. However, we know that tne bigger and 
impending danger is the remaining Syrian and Palestinian armed presence 

in Al-Biqa' and the north. We are confident that Israel will voluntarily 
withdraw because it has no ambitions in Lebanon, other than to live in peace 
and brotherhood. As for the enemy who has occupied my country for 7 years 
and who has destroyed, killed, displaced and burned in Lebanon, we will not 
feel sympathy for him but will always work to get rid of him. If he does 

not understand willingly, we will act to destroy him. This will take place 
at the hands of the Lebanese who believe in Lebanon. 


Therefore, I tell every Lebanese who believes in these principles: You are 
welcome among us in the free Lebanese army, which is the army of all Lebanon. 
we welcome everyone who believes in these principles. I do not want persons 
to join the free Lebanese army for the sake of a salary or a livelihood. 

This army will not be a means for livelihood. It will be a combatant, 
effective and elite army. We welcome anyone who is prepared, regardless 

of his ideology and religion, but provided he is Lebanese and believes in 
Lebanon after God. We welcome anyone who believes in Lebanon after God and 
who can fight and is ready to be far from his home. 


Finally, I wish to express regret at what is happening in the areas of 
"Alayh and Ash-Shuf--these areas which are dear to the heart of every 
Lebanese. We hope that all the warring factions in the mountain will 
return to reason and will realize that their fighting is a loss for 
Lebanon and the Lebanese but not for any foreigner. I have said before 











and I will say again that regardless of the losses that have occurred, 
ultimately we will live again together after losing our dear ones and the 
property that has been damaged. 


ind a good reason for the furious fighting taking place in Ash-Shuf and 
Alayh. I hope that all will return to reason and will immediately start 
conciliatorv, serious, positive and open-minded negotiations to reach a 
formula that will put an end to the fighting and restore calm and reassurance 
to the inhabitants of these areas. The Lebanese have gotten fed up with 
fighting. Everyone wants calm, reassurance and stability. In whose 

interest is this fighting, knowing that we will again live together in all 
parts of Lebanon? 


I frankly ask you: What is purpose of the fighting in Ash-Shuf? I cannot 
' 


I tell the parties there: We are ready to put all our resources at the 
disposal of the mountain--at the disposal of Ash-Shuf and 'Alayh--so that 
reassurance and calm may return to all. If they want assistance cr mediation, 
we are ready to offer it to all of them. We hope that all will use reason 

and will return to their wisdom, God, land and kinfolk. This is because 

every part of Lebanon is dear to us. God willing, you will hear my words, 

and rest assured that these words are uttered from my heart to your heart-- 

to the heart of every Lebanese. These words are addressed from a sincere 
heart who loves all of you. May you live long, and long live free Lebanon 
sovereign and independent. 
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NEPAL 


THAPA SAYS RELATIONS WITH U.S. 'VERY CORDIAL' 
BKO11548 Hong Kong AFP in English 1500 GMT 1 Feb 83 


[Article by Kedar Man Singh] 


[Text] Katmandu, Feb 1 (AFP)--Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa told 
newsmen today that on the issue of Kampuchea's representation in the 
upcoming non-aligned summit, Nepal wanted to pursue the principle of con- 
census as it had at the Havana non-aligned summit in 1979. 


The prime minister is due to leave on Thursday for "friendly and goodwill 
vists" to India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Britain and the United States, which 


observers expected to boost his prestige at home. 


Asked if Nepal might withdraw from the nonaligned movement group, Mr Thapa 
said, 'We think the nonaligned movement should play a more effective and 
efficient role and other countries which are aligned should also join it 
and make it more successful." 


Prime Minister Thapa starts his five-nation tour in New Delhi, where he 

is due to have talks with Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and other 
senior ministers on bilateral and international issues and more specifically 
about the forthcoming nonaligned summit meeting in New Delhi. 


He said he did not have a specific agenda for his talks with Mrs Gandhi 
but that they would cover bilateral economic cooperation and the forthcoming 


renewal of the trade treaty. 


On his way to London he is due to stop in Islamabad for an exchange of views 
with Pakistani President Ziaul Haq on bilateral and international issues 
and the forthcoming nonaligned summit. 


Asked if he would ask for Pakistani cooperation in the joint industrial 
ventures in Nepal, Mr Thapa said, "We want to develop our economy through 
industrialisation and we welcome all the countries for any cooperation for 


industrial ventures." 


During his visit to London he is scheduled to exchange views with British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher on bilateral and international issues. 
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He described his visit to the United States as primarily for the treatment 
of his corneal ulcer, an eye infection he has had for two years. But he is 
due to meet U.S. President Ronald Reagan for talks on current international 
and regional issues, King Birendra's proposal to make Nepal a zone of peace, 
and on U.S. economic assistance. 


He described Nepal's relation with the United States as "very cordial and 
friendly." 


On the way back he is to spend three days in Bangladesh during which he is 
scheduled to talk with military ruler general H.M. Ershad, president of the 
Bangladesh Council of Ministers, about the forthcoming nonaligned summit 
and their countries’ bilateral economic relationship. 


During his visits to India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, Nepalese Foreign 
Minister Padma Bahadur Khatri will accompany Mr Thapa. This will be one 
of the prime minister's major foreign tours and is expected to silence his 


critics at home. 


Asked if he had arranged the visit to cool his domestic political opposition, 
Mr Thapa replied, "I have my own political role on my domestic front and I 
don't want to go abroad for domestic politics." 
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NEPAL 


THAPA VIEWS REGIONAL ISSUES, NONALIGNED SUMMIT 
BKO11532 Katmandu External Service in English 1450 GMT 1 Feb 83 


[Text] Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa has stressed the need for making 
the nonaligned movement more effective for the sake of international peace 
and understanding by consolidating unity among member countries. Thapa was 
speaking at a press conference in Katmandu today prior to his departure on 
visits to India on Thursday at the invitation of Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, to Pakistan at the invitation of the Pakistani government and to 
Bangladesh at the invitation of Bangladesh Council of Ministers Chairman 


Lt Gen H.M. Ershad. 


In reply to a question about Nepal's peace zone proposal, Thapa said: No 
Nepali would overlook this topic no matter where he goes in the world. 


Answering questions about the current talks in Beijing between India and 
China on solving their border disputes and about the acquisition of arms 
by Pakistan, he said Nepal wishes that there will be no tension in any part 


of the world. 


During his tour views will be exchanged with the leaders of the countries 
concerned on bilateral and international matters as well as the coming 
nonaligned summit, he said. On questions about Afghanistan and Kampuchea, 
he expressed determination to maintain the stands taken by the United 
Nations. On the question of participation in the coming nonaligned summit 
by Prince Norodom Sihanouk, head of the Democratic Kampuchea Government 
formed by three principal groups of that country, he spoke of relying upon 
whatever is done at the New Delhi summit in connection with the decisions 


arrived at the sixth summit in Havana. 


Disclosing that talks had been held from time to time on the agreements 
on trade and transit between Nepal and India due to expire in the near 
future, he said no problems regarding the agreement were expected. 


Asked if the question of joint investment in Nepal's industrial development 
would crop up during his Bangladesh visit, the prime minister said that 
anyone wishing to help in Nepal's industrialization is welcomed and this 
was made clear at the recent (?solidarity) ministrial meeting in Katmandu. 


Thapa said that during a 17- or 18-hour stopover in the United Kingdom on 
his way to the United States for eye treatment, he would also discuss bilateral 
and international matters with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. Thatcher 


will host a luncheon in honor of Thapa. 
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NEPAL 


PREMIER ON KAMPUCHEA, AFGHAN ISSUES 
BKO51345 Hong Kong AFP in English 1301 GMT 5 Feb 83 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb 5 (AFP)--Nepalese Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa 
today reiterated that his country saw the Democratic Kampuchean coalition 
government headed by Prince Norodom Sihanouk as Cambodia's "sole and legal 


government." 


“Mr Thapa told a press conference here, at the conclusion of a three-day 
official visit, that Democratic Kampuchea represented Cambodia at the United 
Nations and so should be taken as the legitimate government. 


Mr Thapa was answering questions on what line Nepal would take on Cambodia 
at the non-aligned summit here next month. 


But asked if his government would support the Havana decision to leave the 
Kampuchean seat vacant, he said the matter could be taken up at the summit. 


Mr Thapa also confirmed that King Birendra himself would be taking part in 
the summit. 


On Afghanistan, the Nepalese prime minister called for "unconditional" 
withdrawal of all foreign forces from that country. He said that the Afghan 
people should have the right to decide their own future without any foreign 


intervention. 


Replying to questions on Nepal's proposal for a "zone of peace," he con- 
firmed he had discussed all aspects of the proposal with Prime Minister 


Indira Gandhi. 
He said the proposal was "inspired by our development-oriented policy." 
"We want peace in our country, in our region and in the world," he added. 


Later, Mr Thapa left for Pakistan to begin the second leg of his five-nation 
tour, which then takes him in turn to Britain, the United States and Bangladesh. 


He was seen off by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, Foreign Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao and others. 
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NEPAL 


PRIME MINISTER ON 3-WEEK OVERSEAS TOUR 
BKO31214 Hong Kong AFP in English 1153 GMT 3 Feb 83 


[Text] Katmandu, Feb 3 (AFP)--Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa left here 
for New Delhi, the first leg of a three-week five-nation tour. 


The prime minister, who was accompanied by Foreign Minister P.B. Khatri who 
will be returning home after Mr Thapa's stop in Islamabad, was given a 
ceremonial send-off by a royal army contingent in the presence of his cabinet 
colleagues and heads of Katmandu-based diplomatic missions. 


Before boarding the plane, Mr Thapa told the press that he was carrying a 
message of goodwill from King Birendra, the people of Nepal and the govern- 
ment to the heads of government whom he will call upon during his tour. 


Mr Thapa will spend two days in New Delhi for talks with Indian Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi on next month's nonaligned summit in the Indian 
capital and on bilateral and international issues of mutual interest. He 
will then fly on to Islamabad. 


Asked to spell out Nepal's stand on the issue of Kampuchean representation 
at the forthcoming nonaligned summit conference in New Delhi, he said: 

"Our point of view is that the government which is represented at the United 
Nations (the anti-Hanoi Democratic Kampuchea Government led by Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk) is the sole legal of Kampuchea" [as received]. 


The Kampuchean seat is to remain vacant at the New Delhi summit, as it was 
at the Havana summit four years ago, since India has invited neither 
Democratic Kampuchea nor the rival Hanoi-backed Phnom Penh government. 


Mr Thapa will also stop over in London for about 18 hours before proceeding 
to Washington where he is scheduled to meet President Ronald Reagan and 
undergo treatment of "corneal ulcer." 


Before returning home, he will also spend three days in Dhaka for talks 
with Bangladeshi strongman General H.M. Ershad on the nonaligned New Delhi 
summit as well as on regional and international issues. 
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PAKISTAN 


INDIAN JOURNALIST REVEALS SECRET INDIAN-ISRAELI LINKS 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 7 Jan 83 Magazine pp 2, 3 


[Article by Asad Allah Ghalib: "India Has Established Secret Connection 
With Israel" ] 


[Text] This story deals with the secret alliance between India and Israel. 
This is the worst example of hypocrisy in the modern world. India's noted 
journalist, Subramaniam Swami, has unmasked his government and left the 
world stunned with surprise. 


India claims to be nonaligned and a well-wisher of Arab countries. To dis- 
prove the two-nation theory, India carries out two policies in the sub- 
continent--one open and the other secret. It is common knowledge that 
Muslims of the Arab countries as well as from all over the world consider 
Israel their bitter enemy. The Jewish plunderers, through international 
conspiracies, have succeeded in displacing Muslims from Palestine, the 
land of our prophets. The free world countries reacted to this shameless 
action by refusing to recognize Israel. The enigmatic policy adopted by 
India on Israel since the beginning of this fiasco defies all rationality. 
No one could suspect the wickedness underlying this policy. Recently, 
Indian journalist Subramaniam Swami visited Israel and printed his observa- 
tions on his return in the weekly SUNDAY and brought the cat of the Indo- 
Israeli connection out of the bag. Mr Swami writes, "I had never visited 
Israel until now. Every time I had an opportunity to go to Israel I had 
passed it up on one pretext or another. Over the past 30 years, several 
Indian politicians have visited Israel, prominent among them Jai Prakash 
Narain, Acharya Kripalani, Ram Manohar Lohia, George Fernandez and Madhu 
Dandavati. These politicians visited Israel on goodwill missions, and 
they were not embarrassed about these visits. However, there was another 
group of politicians visiting Israel and this group expressed its 'shame' 
at these visits. This group included Bajpai and his followers. They are 
worried that the exposure of their connection with Israel would anger 
Muslims in India. I think that if Israel brings to light the files it has 
on these leaders, not only Indian Muslims but all of India would rise in 


opposition to them." 


Mr Subramaniam was invited to Israel in 1980 but he declined to go. He 
reconsidered his decision after some incidents that occurred following this 
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invitation. Mr Subramaniam writes, "I was invited to a friend's home for 
dinner one night in January 1981. I met the Saudi ambassadcr at that party. 
Within 10 minutes the Saudi ambassador invited me to visit Saudi Arabia. 
Later, I visited the Saudi Embassy and had details of my visit arranged. 

I released the story of my proposed visit for circulation. However, just 
before my trip was to take place, the Saudi ambassador was recalled and my 
trip was mysteriously cancelled. No explanation was given to me. I was 
obviously upset about this last-minute cancellation and decided to investi- 
gate the reasons behind it. I learned from a foreign minister of an Islamic 
country that a politician belonging to Indira's Congress Party had warned 
the Saudi Government that my trip to that country would be considered an 
"unfriendly act' and might lead to a deterioration in relations between 


the two countries." 
"I Will Visit ‘Arafat and Then Begin" 


"T was invited by the Israeli Government again after I returned from a suc- 
cessful trip to China. I also met Deng Xiaoping during this trip. The 
Israel counsel stationed in Bombay insisted that I visit Israel. I told 
him that I did not agree with his government's policies. He noted that I 
had visited China even though I was not a supporter of the communists. 


"Anyhow, I accepted their invitation but on condition that I be allowed to 
visit Beirut and meet Yasir ‘Arafat first." 


"'That is not appropriate. You are trying to put Israel in the same cate- 
gory as that terrorist,’ protested the Israeli counsel. 


"I said, 'Our government recognizes the PLO, therefore, I cannot say that it 
does not exist.'" 


'"'T will consult with my government, but I do not think they will agree to 
such a request,' the Israeli counsel said. 


"IT was taken aback when the Government of Israel accepted all my condi- 
tions. I still wanted to meet with Yasir ‘Arafat and arranged to see him 
through some of my friends. Five days before leaving for Beirut, I went 
to see the PLO's ambassador, Mr Faisal. He is an educated man and holds 

a degree in political science from an American university. He was very 
warm and told me that all arrangements for my meeting with Yasir ‘Arafat 
had been completed. I told him that after meeting with ‘Arafat I was 
going to Israel. After finishing my meeting at the PLO embassy, I went to 
the Ministry of External Affairs. There I ran into an old friend of mine, 
R. D. Sathe, secretary to the Government of India for external affairs. 

I told him that arrangements for my trip had been completed. He asked me, 
"Are you sure?' I was puzzled. 'Why do you ask that?' I said. 


"Your trip would be wasted if you do not meet ‘Arafat,' Sathe said 
sympathetically. 
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"'The PLO ambassador just told me that I will meet ‘Arafat,' I told him. 
"'No, he is not going to see you,’ the secretary said confidently. 


"'Who told you?" I asked him. 
''The same PLO ambassador,' Sathe said. 


"Are you serious?’ I asked him. But he was serious. I learned from 
various sources at the Ministry of External Affairs that the PLO ambassador 
had telephoned the secretary for Western Asian affairs and assured him that 
Swami will not be allowed to meet with ‘Arafat and that the PLO would not 
attach any importance to the trip. I was really shocked to learn that and 
wondered why the PLO ambassador had not told me about this double dealing. 
Anyhow, it was useless to visit Beirut, so I decided to cancel my trip to 
Israel as well. The Israelis did not like this as they had already made 
all arrangements for my trip and even had made an appointment for me 


to see Begin. 


"This incident provided me with an opportunity to study Western Asian 
affairs. I reviewed literature on Israel's establishment and its back- 
ground. I learned that Israel was established by a resolution in the 
United Nations. Both the United States and the USSR supported this reso- 
lution, and India had voted against it. 


"India's pro-Arab and anti-Israel policy reflected the attitude of its 
leaders at that time. Both Nehru and Gandhi were against the establishment 
of Israel, but both had different reasons for their opposition. Gandhi was 
a strong supporter of Hindu-Muslim unity. He believed in cooperation 
between religions. He took several steps in this direction. To win Muslim 
support, Gandhi had supported the Khilafat movement when Jews were moving 
into Palestine after the fall of the Ottoman empire. Gandhi opposed the 
partition of Palestine just as he was against partition of the Indian sub- 
continent. How could he oppose the division of a nation on the basis of 
religion in one place and support it in another? Privately, however, 
Gandhi sympathized with the Jews and called them the 'Harijans of the 


world.’ 
"Nehru's Double Policy--Neither Was Effective" 


"Time passed. When the partition of India became inevitable, Gandhi dropped 
his opposition to Israel. In his book on Gandhi, Ved Mehta has referred 
to Pyare Lal regarding Gandhi's low profile on Israel. Gandhi in his final 
days, however, accepted Israel's existence and would have supported it if 


he had lived longer. 


"Nehru's story, however, is very different. He wanted friendship with the 
Western countries and knew how Israel and Jews ruled the Western mentality 
and controlled the media as well. Thus, Nehru started to play a double 
game. While opposing Israel in his public speeches, he supported Israel 
privately. Nehru was afraid of angering Maulana Abul Kalam Azad on this 
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issue, hence he could not take action on some of the issues secretly 
agreed on with Israel. Nehru had opposed Israel in public and during his 
lifetime he had to carry the label of being anti-Israel. 


"The Jewish lobby considered Gandhi its enemy by mistake and offered 
friendship to Nehru. In 1936, the Jewish Agency sent its representative, 
Emmanuel (Olswinger), to meet Nehru in order to get his support for Israel. 
Emmanuel'’s reports from India indicated that Gandhi's influence was on the 
wane and Nehru was to be in the driver's seat before long. The Jews 
believed this and to please Nehru translated his books into Hebrew. They 
kept up their efforts to please Nehru until 1947. One benefit of these 
efforts was Nehru's recognition of Israel in principle on 17 September 1950. 
On 18 September, Nehru informed the foreign minister of Israel of this 
decision. The Indian Congress Party's foreign affairs department praised 
this decision in one of its resolutions and expressed hope that diplomatic 
relations between the two countries would be established in the near future. 
Recognition of a country in principle is the first step toward the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations. Recently, I asked the minister of state 
for foreign affairs, Mr A. A. Rahim, if India has recognized Israel in 
principle. He could not answer my question and finally said, ‘I do not 


know’ and sat down. 


''For some reason, Nehru kept postponing a decision on diplomatic relations 
with Israel. The greatest hurdle in this regard was Maulana Azad. He 
took shots at Nehru for recognizing Israel and pointed to the Arab anger. 
Nehru was weak and thus did not exchange diplomats with Israel. 


"Israel had blind faith in Nehru. In 1952, Walter Eitan, Israel's foreign 
secretary, visited Nehru and returned to his country fully assured of an 
exchange of diplomats in the near future. In his report to his government, 
Walter wrote: Nehru is busy with elections to the Lok Sabha and will look 
into it as soon as the elections are over. 


Suez Crisis and Arrival of Israeli Minister in New Delhi 


"In 1956, Israel's foreign minister, Moshe Sharett, visited India secretly. 
He had a long meeting with Nehru the same day that Israel attacked Suez. 

No one learned about Sharett's visit. Nehru postponed the issue of diplo- 
matic relations on the pretext of a lack of money and personnel. However, 
he proposed to Sharett that India would welcome the appointment of an 
Israeli ambassador. Sharett declined. He had made the same mistake in 
dealing with China. In 1955, Peking had asked him to send an ambassador 

to China but Sharett had decided against it fearing this act might alienate 
the United States. Another attempt to talk to Nehru was made during his 
1960 trip to the United States. The Israeli foreign minister, Abba Eban, 
talked with Nehru about his days at their alma mater, Cambridge. Nehru 
made some promises to him to get rid of him. 


"India followed this two-sided policy from 1963 to 1971, when the Indo- 


Pakistani war over Bangladesh began. Mr D. P. Dhar acquired arms and 
ammunition from Israel at that time. Unfortunately, I have taken a vow 
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of secrecy over the affairs of that war and cannot go into details of that 
deal. Anyhow, the secret visits between the leaders of the two countries 
continued. Some members of Indira's Congress Party in Gujrat are still 
exporting diamonds to Israel while Indira Gandhi screams in front of 
people and calls Israel an ‘international terrorist.’ A general secretary 
of the Janata Party, of which I am a member, spent 3 months in Israel at 
the same time his colleagues were criticizing Desai for meeting Moshe 
Dayan secretly. 


What Desai Said to Dayan During Their Secret Meeting 


"In 1977, Morarji Desai became prime minister when the Janata Party took 
over. One day when I visited Desai, he pointed to a sofa and said that 
Moshe Dayan had sat there and that he had told Dayan that the two coun- 
tries could have established diplomatic ties in 1950, but it was too late 

to do anything now. 'I asked Dayan to leave the occupied Arab territories.’ 
I was shocked to hear him say that. I thought he was calling someone else 
Dayan as it was not possible for Dayan to visit India without the news- 
papers knowing it. Later I learned that this trip had been kept a secret 
for 3 years. 


"Dayan's visit to India was kept a secret on instructions from the director 
of intelligence, John Lobo. He had said that his department would not be 
able to protect Dayan should his visit be made public. Thus, this trip 

was kept a secret. When Indira Gandhi exposed it, Bajpai expressed his 
ignorance about it. Mr Bajpai, in a speech in Maharashtra, said that he 
would retire from politics if anyone could prove that Dayan visited India. 
The next day, Desai admitted that he and Bajpai had talked with Dayan. 
Bajpai had no excuse left and claimed to have lied for the sake of the 


country. 
Israeli Arms Sent Through Another Country 


"After the 1977 visit of Dayan, more high-level talks took place between 
the leaders of the two countries in London when Desai was there to parti- 
cipate in the Commonwealth Conference. Israel's defense minister, Weizman, 
had talks with Desai and emphasized closer ties between the two countries. 
Israel offered its military technology and know-how to India, including 
Mirage-3 jets and 'Merkava' tanks. To check this offer, Desai sent his 
principal secretary, V. Shankar, to Tel Aviv in the beginning of 1979. 
During his 4-day stay there, the Israelis offered to sell arms to India 
via a third country. This plan could not be finalized due to the fall of 
the Janata government in July 1979. Indira Gandhi was not interested in 
this deal at that time, but recently a pact was signed for the purchase 

of 600 million rupees worth of defense equipment from Israel via another 
country. Such pacts are being negotiated in the Holy Land. 


"Indira Gandhi badmouths Israel in her public speeches, but facts point the 
other way. There are 30,000 Indian Jews living in Israel. They make up 

l percent of Israel's population. Their relatives still live in India and 
they visit them by obtaining visas from the British Embassy in Tel Aviv. 











At the same time, trade between Israel and India is increasing. My guess 
is that the volume of trade between the two countries is worth more than 

a billion rupees a year. Indian students have started studying in Israeli 
universities. I personally met some of these students during my last 
trip. Now it would be worth seeing how long Indira Gandhi sticks with 
this double policy. Will she continue to maintain the tradition of her 
predecessors and openly curse Israel and at the same time maintain and 
establish various relations with it?" 
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PAKISTAN 


STEPS TOWARD BETTER INDIA-PAKISTAN RELATIONS LAUDED 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 23 Jan 83 p 4 


[Text] WHEN India and Pakistan signed a five-year agreement for establishing 
a Joint Commission in New Delhi in November last, it was described as a bold 
stroke of diplomacy, particularly in the perspective of long standing backlog 
of bitterness and suspicion. It was also the confirmation of Pakistan's good 
intentions to convey that the resumption of such a friendly dialogue is not 
only meant to normalise the relations between the two countries but also to 
narrow down the existing differences. To reverse the unhappy history of the 
subcontinent, so to say. The proceedings, which were jointly initiated by 
President Zia-ul-Haq and Mrs Indira Gandhi, moved a step forward with the 
recent visit of Indian External Affairs Secretary, who arrived in islamabad in 
connection with the forthcoming 7th Non-Aligned Summit scheduled to be held in 
New Delhi from March 7 to 1l. This, in all likelyhood, will prove to be an- 
other forum to strengthen mutual ties. 


President Zia-ul-Haq has already pointed out that Pakistan will play a posi- 
tive and constructive role in making the forthcoming Summit a success. That 
occasion will also provide opportunities to both the countries to redefine 
their areas of agreement thus broadening the horizons of their cooperation and 
goodwill. This newly ‘ound warmth of friendship would naturally lead them to- 
wards the magnetic pulls of give-and-take mutuality. In fact both the parties 
have already agreed to find the similarities in the "treaty of peace and 
friendship" of India and "Non-Aggression Pact" of Pakistan only to discover 
the points of dis-similarities. And that too for resolving the differences in 
the right earnest. It has already been recognised that the two proposals con- 
tained a number of common elements but it has further been agreed to continue 
these discussions with a view to finding a common meeting ground. The idea is 
to facilitate work for drafting of a mutually acceptable text. 


Questioned by Pressmen, the Indian External Affairs Secretary pointed out the 
areas of difference like (1) the question of foreign military bases and (2) 
interpretation of bilateralism as a means of settling disputes. On both the 
points Pakistan has already explained its position, both on the international 
platforms (particularly during the President's tour of the U.S.A. and Canada) 
and during the intra-regional conferences, including those with the Indian of- 
ficials. In fact, Pakistan has particularly been accused from different 
angles on the foreign base issues and obviously the main objection came from 
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India. Pakistan, in its turn has never tried to side-track the issue, in- 
stead it has explained umpteen times that no such agreement ever existed and 
it would never allow any foreign power to use its soil for establishing its 
own basis. We can now hope all over again that we will be able to convince 
our Indian neighbours on this score because, after all, such a huge estab- 
lishment could hardly be hidden through the magic of a vanishing act. As re- 
zard bilateralism as a means of settling disputes, its scope, framework and 
points of reference can certainly be determined through mutual discussions. 


But when so much progress has already been made in a sphere which hitherto 
was aimost a forbidden area, efforts should be made to save the sincerity of 
the purpose, and fruitfulness of the mission. Considering the turmoil sur- 
rounding the South Asian countries, perhaps, there isn't much of an option 
left but to work for peace in the area. Pakistan is too keen to play its 
peaceful role. Hence it is but natural to hope that the efforts of the Joint 
Commission would not be sacrificed at the altar of legalistic hair-splitting 
or semantic quibblings on drafts and counterdrafts of "Non-Aggression Pact" 
or "Treaty of Peace and Friendship." 


CSO: 4600/245 
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PAKISTAN 


?RESIDENT'S COMMENTS ON ELECTIONS, PAKISTANI POLITICS, CRITICIZED 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 8 Dec 82 p 3 


[Article by Arshad Ahmad Haqqani: "Election Possibilities: Additional 
Clarification of the Government's Explanation" ] 


on” 


(Text] While answering questions about the holding of elections and the 
estoration of civil government, President Ziaul Haq usually says that if the 
time is not very near, it is not very far either. He said the same in his 
recent interview with two important Western newspapers, THE NEW YORK TIMES 
and the FINANCIAL TIMES. But this time he said in partial explanation of 
this statement that there may be a possibility of elections in 2 or 3 years. 
The President's setting of this possible time period to some extent clarifies 
what time table he has in mind for the restoration of civil government. How- 
ever, he also made several other related statements in these interviews which 
further help us in understanding his thoughts, and his manner of thinking 
about the internal situation. For instance, he said that the tradition of 
democracy has never been strong in Pakistan; there has never been stability in 
Pakistani politics; political parties do not have much capacity for analyzing 
and evaluating political matters; there are no moral principles in Pakistani 
politics; the meaning of politics here has been to indulge in severe character 
assussination, and once in puwer to use power for one's own benefit. While 
giving his impression of his meeting with President Ziaul Haq, the reporter 
for the FINANCIAL TIMES said that it seems to be his intention that the 
dominant position of the army should be maintained and should be given a 


regular and permanent form. 


c 


When all these matters are considered together, the government's political 
thinking becomes clear to a great extent and this provides a basis by which 
we may be certain that the possibility the President expressed of having 
elections in 2 or 3 years is not something certain or fixed. He is dissatis- 
fied with Pakistani politics and the thinking of political parties. He is 
disappointed with the thinking, the ethics and conscience of political parties. 
[It is probably this analysis which has made him reach the conclusion that the 
dominant position of the army should be maintained and be given a regular 

and permanent form. It should not be difficult to infer from this that if 
after 2 or 3 years, or even longer, he should hold elections, it is likely 
that there will be complete provisions made for maintaining the present 
dominant position of the army. During a discussion on the role of the army 
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in national life a few days ago a representative of ASIA WEEK had asked hin, 
"Have you any intention of forming a party supported by the army and do you 
intend to allow generals to have the right to hold membership in political 
parties?" The president had said in reply that he was not thinking of "going 
that tar." At the same time, he had also proposed three or four possible 
constitutional roles for the army and had said that while his own mind was 
not completely clear yet on this matter, his feeling that the army should 
remains a part of the picture in government affairs is some prominent way was 
absolutely clear and firm. It is clear from the FINANCIAL TIMES interview 
that he is still considering the question of giving the army's participation 
in national affairs some regular form and maintaining its dominant status. 


In view of this, many observers will have difficulty in seeing what importance 
they should attach to the "very firm" promise the president of Pakistan has 
made to give the country a political framework before the next Independence 
Day. There are only 8 or 9 months left until the next Independence Day, while 
according to the NEW YORK TIMES article the holding of elections might only be 
possible after 2 or 3 years. Under these circumstances it would be better to 
give turther consideration to this matter before making announcements about 

a political framework, since it is to be implemented in 1984 or 1985 or even 
later. After this latest expression of the president's mind and thought the 
wise course for politicians too would be that they put together their policies 
very carefully since, while they were not prepared to coordinate their talk 

of any possibilities of progress in the near future in regard to the restora- 
tion of democracy and their annoucnements of the preparation of lists of can- 
didates with the government's thoughts in regard to the restoration of demo- 
cracy, after repeated assurances from some circles close to the government that 
elections were expected very soon, some people had begun to think that perhaps 
the stage of elections would be reached in a few months. Now there is no room 


lett for any such wishful thinking. 


What the recent thinking of government circles might be and what kind of 
reaction there will be to those elements in the country who have come forward 
with a demand for the restoration of democracy and those who have expressed 
dissatisfaction with the delay in the acceptance of this demand is a completely 
Separate matter. But it is clear that the government attachs no importance 

to this reaction and considers that its priorities and the lines on which 

it is advancing are competely correct. Were it not so it would not have given 
as its opinion that after the country has been deprived of democracy for some 

5 or 6 years there is not any possibility of elections for another 4 years 

or so. Now time will tell what results the government's thoughts on this 
matter produce for the country and what effect they have on the interests 


of the country. 


9914 
CSO: 4656/56 











MRD LEADERS DEMAND ELECTION 


Karachi DAWN in English 19 Jan 83 ppl, 12 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


MRD leaders yesterday said 
categorically that no political 
structure other than that laid down 
in the 1973 Constitution will be ac- 
ceptable to the people. 

Describing the situation, both in- 
ternal and external, as “most criti- 
cal and sensitive” tor Pakistan they 
emphasised it was incumbent in 
the interest of national unity and 
integrity that elections under the 
1973 Constitution be held “at the 
edrliest to facilitate peaceful trans- 
ter of power to the elected 
representauves. 

They were speuking at 4 recep- 
tion held in Karachi last evening by 
Mr Abid Zuberi, Central [Informa 
tion Secretary of the defunct NDP, 
at his residence in honour of Khan 
Abdul Khaliq Khan, Secretary- 
General, MRD NWEP. 

Those present included Sardar 
Sherbaz Mazuri, President of the 
defunct NDP. and Khwaja Khairud- 
din. Secretary-General of the MRD. 

Others who addressed more than 
100 MRD workers were Mr Mairaj 
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Mohammad Khan, Assistant 
Secretary-General of the MRD; 
Maulana Ehtramul Haq Thanvi, 
Maulana Abdur Razzak, Malik Us- 
man Kansi, Mr. Mushtaq Mirza, 
Prof. N.D. Khan and Mr. Naheed 
Atzal. 

Khan Abdul Khalig Khan warned 
against the danger that Pakistan 
might become involved in Super- 
Power politics. He also slated the 
restrictions imposed on the move- 
ment of politicians from one pro- 
vince to another. 

In Islam, he said, it was being 
pointed out that politics could not 
be divested from religion. Why, 
therefore, he asked, politics should 
be banned and political parties re- 
main dissolved in the Islamic polity 
ot Pakistan? 

Mr. Khaliq Khan said it was de- 
plorable that Khan Abdul Ghaffer 
Khan, who fought the alien British 
rulers and suffered incarceration 
for the country’s independence, 
was today kept under detention in 
his own sovereign land. 
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PAKISTAN 


LEADER SAYS NDP PREPARING PEOPLE FOR DEMOCRACY 
GF041304 Karachi DAWN in English 2 Feb 83 p 12 


[Text] Sardar Sherbaz Mazari, president of the defunct National Democratic 
Party (NDP), yesterday said that his party was preparing the people for 
struggle for the restoration of democracy in a "positive and democratic 
manner" and that "their sacrifices will not go in vain." 


He was speaking at a reception he hosted at his residence for Arbab Abdul 
Qadir Kansi, a party leader from Baluchistan, and the representatives of the 
defunct NDP and JUI (Jamiat-Ulema-e-Islam) from Baluchistan, now on a visit 
to Karachi. 


Mr Mazari particularly commended the sacrifices of Mr Kansi who, he said, 
had spent an aggregate of 35 years in jail on various occasions. 


Earlier, Mr Kansi assured that the people of Baluchistan would continue to 
struggle, as before, for the restoration of the 1973 Constitution, civil 
liberties and other democratic institutions. 


At the meeting Mr Abdul Salam Durrani, a student leader of Baluchistan and 
son ot a former chairman of Quetta Municipality, announced his decision 
to join the defunct NDP. 


Present at the reception were Mr Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, Khwaja Khairuddin, 

Mr Mairaj Mohammad Khan, Mr Abid Zuberi and Sardar Zulfiqar Ali Khoso, 

Mir Hashim Khan Gilzai, Mir Abdul Rehman Kurd, Sardar Abdul Samad Paneyzai, 
Mr Saleh Mohammad Mandokhel, Malik Mohammad Usman Kansi and Maulana Mohammad 


Ishaq (JUI). 
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PAKISTAN 


LEFTIST VIEWS OF WALI KHAN, OTHER NDP LEADERS CRITICIZED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 7 Jan 83 p 3 
[Editorial: ''What Do These People Want, Anyway?"'] 


[Text] In anunofficial expression of views at the Karachi Press Club, Wali 
Khan, a leader of the defunct NDP, referred to the progress of Japan and West 
Germany and said that the way to bring prosperity to Pakistan was to limit de- 
rense and military expenditures and stop the purchase of weapons. According 
to him, rivers of milk and honey would then flow in the country. A similar 
view was expressed in different words by Mahmud Ali Qosouri, leader of the 
defunct Tahrik-e Istiqlal, at a reception held by the Lahore High Court Bar 
Association. He said that the freedom of a country could not last long if its 
people were slaves. A mere 40 F-16 planes could not hold off India and Russia; 
but if the people supported the government, then the country could stand up 
and fight even without the planes. 


Restoration of the constitution and democracy in the country, the granting of 
civil liberties, support for fundamental rights and an interest in and efforts 
to hold elections are all important and necessary in their own right, and 

Wali Khan and Qosouri are not alone in their wish for these goals and efforts 
to achieve them. But in their opposition to martial law, the criticism that 
these two individuals have aimed at efforts to strengthen the country's defense 
with the object of protecting its freedom and integrity needs to be given 


serious attention. 


The example of the progress made by Japan and West Germany, which was offered 
by Wali Khan, constitutes deliberate ignorance on his part. During World 

War IL, the troops of these two countries overran countries in Asia and Europe, 
depriving them of their freedom and ruining and destroying them. When, after 
a long war that included a "people's war" as well, these two countries were 
defeated, the Western allies, under the leadership of the United States, forbade 
them from keeping armies in order to prevent them from building up military 
strength and endangering the freedom of their neighbors and the peace of the 
world. At the same time, the United States gave unlimited financial and tech- 
nical aid to these conquered countries to reconstruct their war-ravaged econ- 
omies and stationed its own troops there for their defense and safety. There 
are still U.S. troops in Japan and U.S., French and British troops in West 


Germany. 
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Since the responsibility for defense and order was shouldered by the United 
States and its allies, Japan and Germany, relieved of the burden of military 
uxpenditure, made astonishing economic progress. But with the passage of time, 
anc especially after an increasing confrontation between the two war-time allies, 
the United States and Russia, a change has taken place in world conditions, so 
that now the United States and its supporters are putting pressure on Japan and 
West Germany (and still continue to do so) to strengthen their military forces 
against Russian expansionism and participate fully in strengthening their own 
defense and that of the free world. Both Japan and West Germany would like the 
United States and its allies to continue to shoulder the responsibility of 
their defense but are willing to increase their financial share; however, under 
pressure from their foreign protectors, Japan and West Germany, in spite of 
their reluctance, have been forced to increase their military strength. 


Pakistan's situation is quite different from that of Japan and West Germany. 

By the grace of God, we are a free and independent nation, and unlike 
Afghanistan, and Russia's "friend," India. To preserve our freedom and in- 
tegrity, the strengthening of our defenses according to our resources, along 
with other measures, is not only a necessity but our duty as Muslims and de- 
manded by our honor and dignity. We know what the condition of the Muslim 

co atries of Central Asia is after the loss of their freedom, and what terrible 
destruction the Muslims of Afghanistan are suffering following the invasion 

olf their country by Russian troops. How many rivers of milk and honey are 
flowing for the Muslims of India? 


For some reason, Mr Qosouri has lost sympathy and interest in the tribunal 
that was set up by the late Bertrand Russell with the aid of like-minded 
European socialists during the Vietnam war to raise their voices in protest 
and condemnation. But the successor to this tribunal held detailed hearings 
in Paris (during which testimony was heard from eye-witnesses) and issued its 
verdict, to the effect that Russia is guilty of inhuman cruelty and oppression 
in Afghanistan. Mr Qosouri can also ignore the fact that in 1965, when India 
launched its aggressive attack on Pakistan, the latter was able to retaliate 
with a smashing blow, not only because of the united will of the people but 
also to an important extent because of the weapons at the disposal of Pakistan's 
forces at that time. The disastrous defeat of December 19/71 was the result 
not only of the disturbance and rebellion in East Pakistan plotted and insti- 
gated by India but also of the fact that Pakistani forces were not armed with 
the necessary weapons as they were in 1965. 


Democracy and the constitution, political activity and elections are all im 
portant in their own right. The participation of people in the affairs of 
government and the country is also important. It is also true tnat the duty 
of the armed forces is to defend the freedom and integrity of the country and 
not to run the affairs of the country. President Zia and his friends should 
try to find out, after careful deliberation, how to fulfill quickly and in the 
best way possible the democratic wishes of the people. But the way that 

Mr Wali Khan and Mr Qosour have declared, in the name of democracy and the 
constitution, that the plans and preparations for the defensive strength of the 
country are entirely unimportant and unnecessary is neither right nor bene- 
ficial for the country and the people. What do Wali Khan and Mr Qosour really 
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want and why? Without entering into any discussion of the matter, it does not 
seem necessary to present innumerable arguments to prove that to most circles 

in Pakistan their statements seem to echo the thinking and views of Russia and 
India against Pakistan's defensive strength when they say that since they uphold 
Pakistan's freedom, there should be no need for it to buy weapons. But the 
people of Pakistan know that the sort of "freedom" that Russia and India want 
for them is that every time a decision is made in Islamabad, Moscow and Delhi 
should be consulted beforehand to determine their desires. Would this kind 

of "freedom" ensure the democracy and constitution supported by Mr Wali Khan, 

Mr Qosour and others? 
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PAKISTAN 


MEASURES TO INTRODUCE ISLAMIC SYSTEM TERMED MERELY TOKEN 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 31 Dec 82 p 3 
{Editorial: "Islamic System and Administrative Machinery"] 


[Text] President Gen Mohammad Ziaul Haq addressing a seerat Conference 

at Bagramy, talked about measures taken by his government to introduce 

the Islamic system in the country, such as zakat, interest-free banking 

and an Islamic penal code. He also indicated measures currently under 
consideration and investigation or being arranged and compiled by his 
government to be legalized. In this connection he specifically mentioned 
the introduction by the spring harvest of ushr, the Islamic law of witnesses 
and the establishment of courts run by Qazis, and he expressed the hope 

that these measures would considerably expedite progress in the intro- 
duction of the Islamic system. 


The line of action the president has in mind is not revolutionary but 
evolutionary. In view of the economic conditions currently prevailing 

in the country, evolution appears to be the only right and beneficial 
mode of action for achieving gradual progress. At the same time, it must 
be borne in mind that the gradual progress should not be so slow so as 

to make the expected and desired changes imperceptible. The president 
stated that after the introduction of zakat, over a period of 3 years 2.35 
billion rupees were distributed among widows, orphans and the handicapped, 
and effective with the coming spring harvest when ushr will have been 
introduced, the system of helping the needy and poor will have greatly 
increased. Similarly, when the Islamic law of witness is introduced 

and judicial courts presided over by the Qazis are established, a great 
stride will have been made in the direction of Islamic justice and 

fair play. At the same time, he appealed to the people to become sincere 
Muslims in heart and mind because the transaction of legal proceeding 

can be effected only to a certain extent and the people must adopt an 
Islamic way of thinking and acting. In this connection, he called on 
mothers, sisters and daughters in particular, to enforce Islamic teachings 
at home so that its effects will be apparent throughout society. 


In speaking of the measures and countermeasures that the president 
discussed in connection with the introduction of the Islamic system, it 
cannot be denied that since the establishment of Pakistan, it has been 
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during President Ziaul Haq's regime that some practical action was taken 
for the first time in this matter. Now things are not just limited to 
verbal pronouncements about the greatness of the Islamic system. But at 
the same time, it cannot be denied that the gradual measures have been 
taken in connection with the introduction of the Islamic system have not 
as yet produced the desired effect. One fundamental reason for the existing 
state of affairs is that despite the verbal agitation concerning the 
introduction of the Islamic system, according to Dr Iqbal our society 
and everyday life is not only conspicuously alienated from the Islamic 
faith but the effects of this are felt deep down in our society. The 
inclination toward and desires for the introduction of an Islamic system 
expressed by many people are not superficial, as is charged. But side by 
side with love and affection for Islam, determination to alter the 
prevailing social structure is also lacking and this forms the basis for 
expressions concerning the effects of the gradual actions. The reason 
for this situation is that along with the measures for introducing the 
Islamic system, it was and still is necessary to take measures to bring 
about changes in the attitude of officials of the government and the 
country. In other words, the government wnose goal during its term of 
office is to give importance to the introductiion of the Islamic system 
so that it becomes out of question for the next government to retract 
its steps, gives no due consideration to molding the feelings and views 
of the government officials, considered to be the arms and hands of the 
government, which action is not only vital, but also indispensable and 
of fundamental importance. These are the weaknesses or shortcomings 
because of which the effects of the gradual measures taken to introduce 
the Islamic system have not become apparent. The sum of 2.35 bil! on 
rupees have been distributed, but aiding and helping the poor and needy 
have not produced any agreeable effects. An Islamic penal code is in 
force, but the crimes that should have been extirpated as a result of 
this code are ever on the rise and there is no appreciable decrease in 
their rate. 


This situation should provide a moment of thought to those who support 
introduction of the Islamic system in addition to the president and his 
colleagues. A detailed discussion could be held on the question of why 
no positive and concrete results have been achieved despite the fact that 
these laws have been in force for 3-4 years. But the most important 
reason seems to be that the government and the state whose objective it 
has been to introduce the Islamic system, at the time of selecting and 
appointing the personnel as well as during their service, training and 
elevation, failed to make it conditional and compulsory that government 
personnel gave due respect to the teachings and laws and regulations of 
their true religion. In other words, it is important to find out whether 
or not they are true Muslims. If government officials, esrecially high- 
ranking officials, are by nature and temperament worldly and secular or 
well known for their socialistic inclinations, then it is not possible to 
expect that the policy of the government and the country--i2 other words, 
introduction of the Islamic system--will be enforced through them. What 
could be more contradictory than the fact that although the president 

has been commending the experiments in interest-free banking, both inside 


138 











ind outside the country, the official media is being used to present the 
benefits and advantages of interest savings in a very impressive way. 
This is just one example. Also, there has been no difference whatsoever 
in the character and style of the thoughts and actions of the administra- 
tive machinery both before and after gradual measures were taken to 
introduce the Islamic system. It is with great pride and grace that we 
declare Pakistan a country of Islamic ideology, but in the matter of 
selection and appointment of the arms and hands of the government, we 
consider it unnecessary to determine whether they have any faith and 


confidence in this ideology. 
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PAKISTAN 


SELF-EXILED, FOREIGN-BOUND POLITICIANS CALLED INSINCERE, UNPATRIOTIC 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 31 Dec 82 p 3 
[Nonpolitical talk by Abdul Qadar Hassan: "Absconding Politicians"] 


[Text] News reports circulating here for the past few days state that 
such and such politicians have returned to Pakistan after having remained 
abroad for a year or more, or that such and such politicians who were 
residing outside Pakistan are about to return to this country in the near 
future. Though these news reports bring glad tidings for the relatives 
of the politicians concerned, they have an aspect of sadness for the 
common people who think that our leaders take part in politics solely 

for their own benefit. They are prepared to participate in politics so 
long as prevailing conditions suit their temperament and their interests. 
But the slightest change in the conditions is sufficient to cause 
embarrassment and fluctuation in their delicate temperament. They 
immediately get a plane ticket and off they go to Wasawar and no sooner 
do they get tired fo traveling than they have some important work at home, 
or when an opportunity to reach accord with the rulers crops up and love 
of their country and service to its people surges in their hearts and 
makes them restless. The memories of friends, relatives and political 
figures make them impatient, with the result that all the love and 
affection that they had discarded on the country's soil at the time of 
leaving are all of a sudden rekindled in their hearts. 


| feel somewhat embarrassed about criticizing politicians especially during 
the martial law regime when the rulers are always ready to take advantage 
of any opportunity to blame and denounce them. Under such circumstances, 
if old friends like us do not support one another then who will comfort 
us? Similarly, under such conditions, when even the people have become 
skeptical and have begun to call themselves milk... but it is the welfare 
of the people and thier country that is of utmost importance. The 
interests of the politicians or of the rulers do not matter. It is the 
welfare of the people and of the country that are of vital importance. 
Among the politicians are some who have not surrendered the people to the 
martial law authorities, quitted the country and gone abroad begging for 
an atmosphere of freedom but have remained in the country and borne the 
hardships of politics in the jails of their own country and suffered 
disgrace at the hands of the people in power in their own country. These 











are the fish whose waters are found on Pakistan's soil and they are the 
nightingales whose flowers bloom in Pakistan alone. The climate of other 
countries does not suit them. If Pakistan is an independent country and 
our politicians claim to be guardians of its freedom, then this freedom 
cannot claim to be guardians of its freedom, then this freedom cannot be 
protected by sitting in London or by doing business in the United States. 


In Pakistan we have a very large group of politicians who owe their 
political status not to any political endeavor but to some political 

event or are indebted to any friendly gesture shown by an autocratic ruler. 
As they are not hard-boiled politicicns, they look on politics as some 

kind of business or pastime. For them the world of politics is acceptable 
so long as it remains comfortable, like an air-conditioned room. No sooner 
do they feel the slightest discomfort then they begin to show signs of 
uneasiness and start packing up. Politicians who foresake the people in 
time of political hardships and go far from their own native land, deserve 
to have their patriotism looked at with skeptism. Politicians cannot be 
considered foreign experts who can go anywhere in the world whenever they 
need to give advice, and after finishing the job return with a big sum of 
money as their fee. But we know that our politicians have been becoming 
experts for some time now. 


Qur people, who have time and again become victims of thes> opportunist 
politicians and have lost half of their country as a result of their 
political games, should consider their simplicity thoughtfully. By now 
they should be able to tell truth from falsehood and differentiate the 
sincere from the self-seekers. We must work out a standard for testing 
our leaders. One such standard is that those of our leaders who do not 
have the ability to face the situation and who at any time of hardship 
leave us to our fate and abscond to foreign countries are not worthy of 
leadership. The politicians who really deserve to lead us are those 
patriotic politicians who are about and around us even during the worst 
of time, who endure imprisonment in our vicinity and live in exile within 
our country, going about from one province to another and one city to 
another. We must elect our leaders from among such people. They are not 
ibsconders and fugitives. Even when they commit mistakes they will be 
within our reach and when they follow correct policies they will be close 
enough to us to obtain justice and our appreciation. 
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PAKISTAN 


BETTER RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA HOPED 
GFO41002 Karachi DAWN in English 2 Feb 83 p 7 
[Editorial: "Ties With Nigeria"] 


[Text] President Shehu Shagari's four-day visit to Pakistan has helped to 
zive a boost to this country's relations with Nigeria. Officials in 
Islamabad have described the visit as "very successful."' The visit has 
certainly succeeded in focusing attention on the similarity of views between 
the two countries and in underlining the scope for economic cooperation that 
exists between them. 


Relations between Islamabad and Lagos have been in a low key in spite of 
their affinities and common perception of world affairs. The tempo of 
economic and cultural exchanges between them has been very slow, and a 
considerable untapped potential exists. President Shagari was the first 
Nigerian head of state to visit Pakistan. Trade between the two countries 
amounts to barely Rs 40 million and the only technical cooperation between 
them is in the form of service provided by some 40,000 Pakistani teachers, 
doctors and engineers who are working in Nigeria. 


rhe warm sentiments generated by President Shagari's visit, it is to be 
noped, will provide a fillip to greater economic cooperation between the 
two countries. The identity of views they have expressed on major world 
issues is remarkable. They have adopted a common stand on the Middle East 
conflict, the Palestine question, the Iran-Iraq war, Namibia and Southern 


Africa. 


What is, however, most reassuring to Pakistan is that Nigeria's position on 
South and South-West Asia is close to that of Islamabad. President Shagari 
has called for the immediate withdrawal of all foreign troops from Afghanistan 
and the restoration of its independence and nonaligned status. 


He has also expressed the hope that suitable conditions will be created 
to enable the Afghan refugees to return to their homes in safety and with 
honour. On South Asia, the Nigerian leader has agreed with the president 
of Pakistan that guarantees of non-aggression between India and Pakistan 
would ensure a lasting climate of peace in the region. 











Significantly, the first step towards increased cooperation was taken during 
President Shagari's visit when a trade accord was signed by the commerce 
ministers of the two countries. It provides for the most favoured nation 
treatment by one party to the other. They also agreed to finalise other 
agreements to expand economic, technical, scientific and cultural coopera- 
tion, to conclude an air services agreement and an agreement for the avoidance 


of double taxation. 


The Nigerian president has also spoken about the possibilities of joint 
ventures between the two countries in agriculture and industry. A joint 
commission is to be set up to provide a durable institutionalised framework 
to regulate and promote relations between the two countries which have so 

r been conducted on an ad hoc basis. Trade between them has been one-way, 
ith Pakistan exporting mainly cotton fabrics, headwear, tents and canvas 
and sports goods, but importing nothing from Nigeria. 


An effort needs to be made to introduce balance in bilateral trade. Pakistan 
could import wood, tin or edible oil from Nigeria. If the trade accord 
signifies that a start has been made, Pakistan-Nigeria trade and economic 
cooperation can be expected to be stepped up in the near future. 
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PAKISTAN 


RESTORATION OF POLITICAL PROCESS STRONGLY ADVISED 
GFO71504 Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Jan 83 p 4 
(Editorial: "Toward A New Political Order"] 


[Text] The president's return from his journey to the west has been marked 
by a certain activism among political forces. A number of statements and 
narleys among the politicians, defunct or otherwise, have brought forth 
talk of new formulas, impending changes in the federal cabinet or even per- 
haps the provincial governors and the initiation of the first steps in 
Pakistan's long march towards a return to representative rule. The only 
tangible step taken during this period is the appointment of a new chief 
executive for Azad Kashmir, now an increasingly troubled area whose abysmal 
state of official affairs lent themselves to great instability. 


Early speculation in the print media that a governmental announcement on a 
new political structure would come by March has been contradicted by the 
president himself. While confirming that cabinet changes are in the offing, 
the president has stuck to his latest schedule announced last year of 

August 14 as the date of unfolding his political structure. 


The change in the cabinet should be a good pointer to the future. If the 
yovernment is truly keen to pursue a political path whose ultimate destina- 
tion is a democratic polity, then it should avoid inducting into the cabinet 
political have-beens or retired heavyweights harking to past glory. The 
accent should be more on youth, whose dynamism would be a welcome change 
from some of the incumbent deadwood occupying cabinet positions. As regards 
the new political order, the president has stated clearly that any future 
polls would be under the 1973 Constitution, on which a national consensus 
exists barring some Baluch politicians. 


The moot point is, if the 1973 Constitution is to be retained, why the need 
for a new political structure? Obviously, there would be certain aspects 

of the 1973 Constitution which the present regime finds unacceptable. These 
could pertain to the judiciary's functioning, powers of president and prime 
minister and a more institutional ‘say of the armed forces in running the 
country. The president's statement also underlines the government's commit- 
ment to refer any changes in the 1973 Constitution to the people, although 
the form of this reference has yet to be amplified. 





we feel that the government has spent enough time pondering over a new 
political structure. It should come out with whatever proposal it may have 
in mind. In any case, as the longest-serving regime in Pakistan operating 
under the cover of martial law, it is high time that the political process 
was restored, even if this means a khaki-coloured constitution. The regime 
should understand that operating in a political vacuum can only be harmful 
to the country as the institutional infrastructure for political stability 


is lacking. 
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PAKISTAN 


SHI'ITES HOLDING SIT-IN IN KARACHI OVER MOSQUE 
GF061142 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 6 Feb 83 p 20 


[Article by correspondent ] 


[Text] Karachi--Followers of the Fiqah Jafaria, who occupied Karachi's 
busiest thoroughfare--M.A. Jinnah Road--after Juma [Friday] prayers, kept 

a night-long vigil there and continued their sit-in throughout the day 
yesterday to press the government tc accept their demands--sanction to 
rebuild the ransacked Mosque-Cum-Imanbargah [local shrine] at its original 
place in the north Karachi township, exemplary punishment for those respon- 
sible for the sacrilegious act. 


More than a couple of thousand people braved the four-centigrade night 
temperature. They were replaced by fresh waves of volunteers after the 
morning prayers and later in the day, and were intermittently addressed by 
the Ulema to remain resolute, firm but peaceful. 


Some food was cooked and served right on the spot while hot meals also came 
trom all over the city. Tea and refreshments were also supplied to the 
protesters, as the police kept a tight cordon but refrained from any action. 
Top administrators remained present in turn to ensure that it did not trigger 
off a major trouble. The deputy martial law administrator, who holds the 
rank of major general, chaired a meeting of the concerned agencies to sort 
out the problem. Reports of a meeting of the Sind provincial cabinet were 


not confirmed. 


Almost throughout the day officials tried to open negotiations with the 
Shi'ite Ulema, who, however, continued to refuse any dialogue and insisted 
on the acceptance of their demands. 


The incident had occurred on Friday (January 28) in the suburban township 
of North Karachi and had resulted in the arrest of a number of persons from 


both sides. 


The dispute is on the siting of the Imambara [place where Shi'ites congre- 
gate]. It dates back to about a decade. The Imambara was built on a piece 
of land without allotment or due authorisation and was being objected to 

by the followers of the Sunni faith who are in a majority in the particular 
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locality. Towards the middle of 1976, the Karachi administration had tried 
to solve the problem by providing an alternative plot in the same sector but 
away from the present site for the construction of Imambara. 


Public objections were, however, raised and the allotment could not take 

lace. Efforts to resolve the dispute had continued and, according to the 
administration, a solution seemed near when public sentiments were aroused 
by certainelements resulting in the clash in which several persons were 
injured, two houses were burnt, and the mosque and the Imambara of both the 
sects were damaged. 


Shi'ite Ulema gave a call for Juma congregation at Nishtar Park, off M.A. 
Jinnah Road. However, police blocked entry to the park and the followers 
of Shi'ite faith overflowed to the M.A. Jinnah Road to press their demand. 


In a press statement on Friday, the government offered an alternative site 
for the Imambara, compensation for the damages and exemplary punishment to 
the culprits but this did not satisfy them. 


The sit-in by such a large population is the first of its kind since the 
imposition of martial law in July 1977. 
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STUDENTS IN SAHIWAL TEARGASSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 19 Jan 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text ] 
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SAHIWAL, Jan 18: The students 
tothe Sahiwal Polytechme Last- 
ture boycotted their classes to 
press for the acceptance, of their 
demands and tried to take out a 
procession. 

The police deployed around the 
Institute intervened and tned to 
stop them from coming on the road. 
This enraged the students who 
started pelting stones on the police. 
Che police resorted to lathi-charge 
and threw some teargas shells on 
the students 

\ police inspector and four const- 
apices Were also injured. Later the 
students dispersed. 

The police also arrested the Pres- 
ident ot the Students Union of the 
Institute and Nazim-i-Aa‘ala of Is- 
lami = farmiat-i-Tulaba and re- 
Bistered Cases against them. 

[he injured police inspector, 
Khan Mohammed, was admitted in 
the District Headquarter Hospital 
Where his condition is stated to be 
satisfactory. 


Pandemonium 


/ 
4 


In sheikhupura, pandemonium 
prevailed tor over two hours at the 
oath-taking ceremony of the newly 
elected Students Union office- 
beurers at the Government Degree 
College today, while the two rival 
groups of students exchanged 
blows, hurled abuses and raised 
Slogans against each other. 

Deputy Commissioner, 
Sheikhupura, who was chief guest 
at the ceremony walked out of the 
meeting and came back after two 
hours to perform the ceremony in 
the college ground. 

The college principal later an- 
nounced two holidays instead of 
one demanded by the students. 

The pandemonium started when 
a group of students belonging to 
Muslim Students Federation, rais- 
ing slogans, entered the Jinnah 
Hall where the ceremony was to 
take place and found the students 
belonging to Islami Jamiat-i- 
Tulaba occupying all the seats. 
Both the groups exchanged blows 
and hurled abuses on each other. A 
sizeable crowd ot outsiders was 
also present in the hall.—PPI 
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GOVERNMENT ACCUSED OF INACTION IN BANNING COEDUCATION 


Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 20 Dec 82 p 3 
(Editorial: "Shameful Breach of Faith"] 


[Text] In a recent resolution, the Islami Jumiat-e Talibat (Convention of 
Islamic Female Students) expressed deep concern over the government's 
renewed efforts to expand coeducation in the country. At a time when 
voices are being raised all over the country against the depraving effects 
of coeducation, new coeducational private colleges are opening. This 
resolution demands that coeducation at all levels be banned and that 
women's universities be established in Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad. 


The proponents of coeducation have lost the debate over the issue, and now 
coeducation is being deplored even in the Western countries whence this 
curse was imported. Recently, a report on coeducation in Great Britain 
brought to light several embarrassing facts about how innocent girls in 
coeducational institutions have to struggle to maintain their chastity. 
This report details how the character of teachers and administrators 
under the coeducational system is depraved. Did our educational bureau- 
crats read these reports? But it is useless to complain to low level 
officials. The question arises: Why does the government, which claims 
to uphold Islamic values, not take action on this issue at the cabinet 
level and decide to ban coeducation as being against the Islamic system? 
The first step in this direction would be to not permit the establishment 
of any new coeducational colleges. 


In any case, what is the reason for establishing coeducational institu- 
tions? If resources are limited, then male and female students can be 
taught in two shifts, morning and evening, as has been done in Karachi 

for many years. In this system, female students attend classes in the 
morning and male students are taught in the afternoon. What need is 

there to have both sexes in the building at the same time? This system 
makes for the efficient use of buildings, furniture and other resources. 
The number of students in Karachi is so large that there would be no prob- 
lem in having sufficient enrollment of both sexes. This means that there 
is no valid argument in favor of coeducation, whereas there is a multitude 
of arguments against it. Under these circumstances, we strongly support 
the resolution passed by the Islami Jumiat-e Talibat and demand that 
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coeducation be abolished at all levels and that permission for a coeduca- 
tional system be denied to any new private college. We would bring this 
issue to the attention of Justice Gaus Mohammad, minister of education 
for the state, who is very knowledgeable and intelligent. It is expected 
that he will understand this position. 


The demand for the establishment of women's universities is very old, and 
recently, this demand was renewed at the suggestion of the president. He 
revised this almost forgotten demand. However, the way the government 
backed out of its promises in this issue is a masterpiece of governmental 
breach of faith and shameful action. Every year it is declared that 
women's universities will be established in the next academic year, but 
wnen the budget is prepared they forget to allocate funds for this pur- 
pose. Can President Zia-ul-Haq and his friends provide any reason for 
this shameful breach of promise? Recently, Dr Mahbubul Haq, deputy 
chairman of the Planning Commission, hinted that the education budget in 
the sixth 5-year plan, to save money and resources, proposes no new 
colleges or universities. This means that we should just forget about 
women's colleges and universities. The question arises as to why women's 
universities cannot be established in the private sector the same way as 
some colleges that are proposed in the plan. If this government, which 
always claims to uphold Islamic principles, cannot itself establish 
colleges and universities for women, it should at least allow the estab- 
lishment of such institutions in the private sector. God willing, those 
who have faith will start women's universities on their own. 


1997 
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STUDENTS DISRUPT KARACHI TRAFFIC 
GF041410 Karachi DAWN in English 2 Feb 83 p ] 


[Text] A group of students obstructed vehicular traffic in six different 
places by deflating tyres of seized buses and burning rejected tyres and 
tubes in the city yesterday. 


In the morning, a group of students seized some buses and took them to 
Malir Halt where they disrupted the road traffic by deflating their tyres. 


Vehicular traffic was restored when the giant cranes cleared the railway 
level-crossing. 


As a result, the employees of the Pakistan steel reached late for their 
duties. 


Later, the students staged a noisy demonstration outside the airport police 
station where six of the demonstrators were rounded up by the police on 
Monday. 


They also obstructed traffic at Liaquatabad No. 10, Native Jetty Bridge, 
Court Road, and Shahra-e-Liaquat (former Frere Road). 


At Court Road, the demonstrators set some old tyres on fire in the centre 
ot the track. No arrest was made yesterday, but the police registered 
cases against the demonstrators. 


The students are demanding release of some of the accused persons arrested 
in the university murder case, restoration of semester system and honours 
classes at the University of Karachi. 


In the morning, students belonging to the Islami Jamiat-tu'aba held separate 
meetings at some educational institutions in which they reiterated their 


demands. 


The president of the Ned [name of engineering university] University Students 
Union, Mr Altar Shakoor, told a press conference yesterday that the board 

of faculties of the Ned University at its last meeting had decided to abolish 
the semester system and to replace it with the bi-annual system. 
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He said that the reason given for abolishing the semester system was that 
tacilities were not available at the university and felt that the solution 
vas to provide the facilities. 


He demanded release of the arrested students of Karachi and Ned Universities 
and ror the acceptance of the students' demands. 


fhe Ned University students yesterday boycotted the classes and held a 
meeting in protest against the arrest of some students on Monday. They also 
reached the airport police station in buses, and staged a demonstration 
there and met the arrested students, Mr Shakoor said. 


low Medical College Students Union yesterday held a meeting to condemn 
Monday's police »ction against the students and demanding release of 
icrested students and the Karachi University students, says a press release. 


On the other hand, the chairman of Democratic Students’ Alliance (Ned 
University), Mr Afzal Ahmed, has criticized the "attempts to involve Ned 
students in the movement of the Islami Jamiat-I-Tulaba," says a press 


re lease e 


she Karachi president of National Students Federation, Mr Kamran Mirza 

Rizki, also appealed to the Karachi University students not to get involved 
in "lawlessness." 

Prot. Ghafoor Ahmad Naib Amir, [vice president] of the defunct Jamaat-Islami, 
vesterday urged the authorities to consider sympathetically the students' 
demands, withdraw the cases against those arrested and release them uncon- 


ditionally. 


In a statement he said: "It is a matter of great regret that the local 
administration has taken a rigid attitude towards the students for the last 
One month and has, thus, forced them to come out on the street." He said: 
“It goes to the credit of the students that during the protest they have 
refrained trom indulging in any rowdism." 

Prof. Ghatoor urged the Sind governor to intervene in the matter before the 
situation get aggravated and, as a first step, order the release of all the 
arrested students. 


PPI {Pakistan Press International] adds: 


Six students who were rounded up by the police on Monday on the charge 
ot creating disturbance at Karachi airport were yesterday remanded to 


police custody till February 6 by SDM [Subdivisional Magistrate] Malir, 


Ahmed Fahim Mughal. 


(hose remanded are Iftikhar Burney of Sind Medical College, Afaq Akhtar 
ot Dow Medical College, Mohammed Musharaf Hussain of Karachi University 
{i Rizwan Sabir, Masrur Ahmed and Rao Mohammad Shahid of Ned Engineering 


and iva 


University. 


All of them were arrested after airport police resorted to lathi [baton] 
charge to disperse the demonstrating students at the airport terminal II. 
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ADMINISTRATION ACCUSED OF RHETORIC, NOT ACTION, IN CURBING CRIME 


Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 21 Dec 82 p 3 


(Editorial: "Sweet Talk" ] 


[Text] Lt Gen Ghulam Jilani, governor of Punjab, has instructed senior 
police officers to visit police stations in order to put an end to people's 
grievances. He said that if a station house officer (SHO) understands his 
mission and works diligently, he can easily overcome crime in his juris- 
diction. Therefore, each SHO should be made liable for crimes in his 

area. The governor made these remarks in his closing statement to the 


provincial council. 


The governor must have made the above statements after careful deliberation 
and serious thought, but the common people cannot take them seriously. 
People are neither satisfied nor surprised by such declarations, since they 
have heard them often enough to take them as meaningless. And why not? 

Did not the president of this country say exactly the same things 3 years 
ago? Since then, how many SHO's have been taken to task for an increase 

in crime? How many senior police officers have been censured? The answer 
to these questions is common knowledge. The common reaction is that our 
government is all talk and no action. We wish that of the dozens of 
promises, from elections to punishment for Sk 's, just one promise would 

be fulfilled. People took note of the slowness of our governor's thinking 
process after reading this speech, however. Our president made a decision 
on this issue 3 years ago and now our governor has caught up with him! 

It seems that because of such "extreme quickness" on the part of his 
followers and assistants, no plans of the president are ever acted on. 


7997 
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ANOTHER PRESS COMMISSION 


FAISALABAD, Jan 18: The Pres- 
ident of the Pakistan Federal Un- 
:on of Journalists Mr. Rashid 
Ahmad Siddiqi, has urged the Gov- 
ernment to set up a tresh Press 
Commission and give adequate 
representation to regional 
journalists on tt. 

4 message sent bv Federal Minis- 
ter for Information and Broadcast- 
ing Raja Mohammad Zafarul Haq 
was read out at a Press convention 
ot Faisalabad and Sargodha Divi- 
sions held here on Monday under 
the auspices of Faisalabad Union ot 
Journalists. 

The Minister, in his message, as- 
sured regional journalists that the 
government was tully aware of 
their problems and was trying to 
solve them sympathetically. 

The convention was attended bv 
a large number of Press correspon- 
dents drawn from the three dis- 
tricts of Faisalabad division, 
namely. Faisalabad, Jhang and 
Toba Tek Singh and four districts 
ot Sargodha division, namely, 
Sargodha, Khushab, Bhakkar and 
\ianwali, besides members of the 
Executive Committee ot the PFU J 

Presiding over the convention, 
Mr. Rashid Siddiqi said the first 
Press Commission was apouwited 
by the Government in i956 and bv 
now more than a Quarter of a 
century had passed since its incep- 
tion, with the result that its scope 
and recommendations had become 
vutdated and out of content. 

He regretted that onlv some of 
the recommendations of the Third 


Wace Board Award, announced in 
1981, had been implemented so far 
as regional correspondents, were 
concerned. He, however, called 
upon them to approach the reiev- 
ant legal machinery for the redress 
of their grievances. 

Mir. Siddiqi announced that a 
countrywide convention at na 
tionai level would soon be held. 


Other demands 
The convention also demanded 


100 per cent dearness allowance 
for iournalists and Press workers, 


implementation of Third Wage 
Board Award in regional newspap- 
ers, introduction of pension 


scheme in all newspapers including 
news agencies, ailotment ot plots to 
journalists and Press workers and 
immediate repeal ot Section 4$99-A 
ot the PPC. 

The convention, in another resol- 
ution, expressed grave concem 
over aftairs of the National Press 
Trust. and said some of the NPT 
wtticials were harming the interest 
ot NPT emplovees and creating 
numerous problems for them. It de 

1anded that the Chairman of NPT 
be replaced by an experienced and 
competent administrator trom the 
newspaper industry 

The convention demanded that 
Zeneral transport allowance and 
convevance allowance for news- 
paper emplovees should also be in- 
creased considerably, keeping in 
view the recent increase in prices 
of perrol. 





INTERNATIONAL PRESS CENTER TO BE SET UP 





Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 19 Jan 83 p 3 


(Text } 


An .mternational Press centre, 
drs: of its kind im the country, 
will be set up in the KMC Lio- 
tary situated in Bagh-i-Jinnah 
Frere Hail) under the direc- 
tive of Pres:dent Geo. Moham- 
mad Z.a-ul-Hag 

I: may be reca.led here hat 
President Zia nad siated some 
time back that two intermational 
Fress centres would be  esiad- 
lusned in tne couniry—one at 
Karachi and another at Lahore. 
These Press centres would also 
ve a®Mllated with tne foreign 
international Press centres and 
clubs. 

The expenses of ‘these wo 
Press cenires would be borne by 
the Federal Government and 
will be run under the supervi- 
sion of Federal Ministry of In- 
formation. 

Sind Secretary of Information, 
Mr Anmed Maqsood Hameedi. 
oas already inspected the site at 
Ragh-i-Jinnah where the pro- 
posed Press centr will ibe 
moused The KMCs Bagh-i-Jinnan 
Library which :s lying :dle and 
offering not adequate ‘reading 


material to the readers will be 
snifted to Albert Museum, situa- 
‘ed of I J. Chundrigar Roaa. 
SLAIN IDEA 

The main idea of setting up 
tnese international Press cen:zes 
is 10 provide a venue where we 
foreign dignitaries couid kod 
Press conferences and discuss 
their views on national end 
international events and issues 
with the journaiists fraternity. 


Besides the news conlerence 
facility by the foreign  digni- 
taries and the V.I.Ps the centre 
wil! have various other facilities 
for working journalists includ- 
ing reterence library and recrea. 
tional means. 

The memberships of the cen- 
tre. which will have the inter- 
national standard be accorded 
‘o the accredited journa ists. 

Meanwhile, the Federal Infor- 
mation Ministry has directed 
the Punjabs Provincial Infor- 
mation Department to maks 


atraugements tor setting up aa 
international Press 
Lahore. 
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.THE Government’s decision 
tO ralse the price of petrol, 
petroleum products and gas 
and resort to drastic loadshed- 
ding to conserve electricity and 
gas points to the acute energy 
crisis which has hit the county. 
There are two aspects of the 
matter which are said to be in- 
terrelated: first, there is the 
overall shortage of energy and, 
secondly, enough funds are not 
available to tap new sources of 
power. The heart of the prob- 
lem, however, is that the au- 
samba concerned with this 
sector have failed to anticipate 
furure requirements and plan 


the development of energy 


sources accordingly. The en- 
ergy Crisis is not the outcome of 
some accidental dev velopment 
inside or outside the country. It 
has been lurking there all along 
these last five vears. The plan- 
ners couid not notice it because 
thev were working on the basis 
of raise assumptions ind over- 
optimistic projections. In tact, 
as late as mid-1980 the nanon 
did not have a medium-term or 
a long-term energy pian. As a 
result, out of the. Rs. 34 billion 
allocated tor this sector’s de 
elopment in the Fifth Five- 
Year Plan, only about Rs. 20 bil- 
lion could be utilised in the first 
tour vears. In some years, parts 
i allocations had to be sur- 
rendered because these could 
not be utilised in time. Lack of 
Olanning and an unrealistic 
approach are evident trom the 


T ae ry’? ) rrTrTry > 4 
BLAM ED ON Ce ULTY PL: 


manner in which the Govern- 
ment has switched from one en- 
ergy source to another without 
anticipating the repercussions 
of such a policy. Thus, mid-way 
through the Plan period it was 
announced enthusiastically 
that the Khazian well would be 
yielding about 34,000 BPD of 
oul. Anticipating the need to ex 
pand refining capacity in the 
northern region = receiving 
such a large quantity of crude, 
the equipment which had been 
Imported for the refinery at 
Multan was shirted to Attock 
and the refining capacitv of this 
plant was increased. This is 
now lying idle because no oil 
Came out of the Khazian well. 
while the pipeline for the 
Multan refinery wh:ch was laid 
earlier has “.remained 
inoperative , 
Meanwhile the talk of ol and 
the associ ~ glamour so 
blinded the planners that they 
lost touch with t the realities on 
the ground. Anticipating about 
30.000 BPD of ol rom 
domestic sources Dy 198 7 they 
tried ro fiil the interim gap by 
pushing up the Supply of gas 
from developed wells. As a re- 
sult, the gas component in the 
energy mix shot up to 41 per 
cent. The gas supplies which 
were growing at the rate of ab- 
out 5 per cent between 1974 
and 1978 were suddenly 
pushed up by 9.3 per cent in 
1978-79, by 21.4 per cent in 
1979-80 and by 15.5 per cent in 
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1980-81. These sudden _in- 
creases in supplies were bound 
ro affect the wellhead pres- 
sure. But nobody bothered to 
five it a thought at the right 
time; responsible persons look- 
ing after the sector were heard 
Saying that they had managed 
ro effect a saving of around 600 
muiicn douars an the oil bull by 
increasing the size of the gas 
component in the total energy 
mix. The prospects in Khask- 
heli also fuelled the optimism 
of these planners, and it was an- 
nounced at that time that about 
0 000 BPD would flow trom 
tmis tield. Thus, an ad-hoe 
ipproach was adopted in exp- 
‘Oiting New energy sources. The 
Khaskheli and Dhodak 
iifields and the  Pirkoh 
zastield were not tapped tor six 
vears lchough they were 
known to have considerable oul 
and gas reserves.The Dhodak 
oilfield has a proven reserve of 
200 million barrels. and, ac- 
cording to one estimate, has the 
potential of giving 5,000 BPD, 
effecting a saving of about 100 
million dollars a vear for over 
20 years. According to the Gov- 
ernment’s own publication, 
The Energy Yearbook 1981, 
there are marketable gas re- 
serves of about 20,793,520 
MMCFT spread over il 
zastields out of which only four 
have been developed so far, 
one is under development and 
the remaining six having a total 
een reserve of around 
).000,000 MMCFT are stui to 
be developed. 
Most conspicuous has been 
the Government's fauure to ex- 


ploit the country’s coal poten- 
tial in tume. In the existing se- 
ven mines there is abour 456 
muilion tons of coal which could 
nave been —— de- 
veloped to feed the country’s 
cement industry which at pre- 
sent is burning valuable gas. Al- 
though now the’ cement 
factories have been asked to 
convert to coal, the end of the 
crisis is not in sight. Enough 
coal is not being mined on the 
untenable ground that it is of 
low qualitv. At a time when a 
barrel of oil costs 34 doUars, no 
source of energy could be 
termed as uneconomical. In the 
developed countries coal of the 
quality which is found in 
Pakistan is being processed for 
use. Given this lack ot plan- 
ning, it is not at all surprising 
that the per capita availability 
of energy in the country has re- 
mained static since 1976-77. 
During all these years the 
country could increase the sup- 
ply of energy by only three per 
cent annually, which was also 
the rate of population growth. 
This three per cent growth 
actually reflects an overwhelm- 
ing increase in the supply of gas 
and imported crude and deficit 
products, while the other 
domestic sources of energy, inc- 
luding oil, have made no ap- 
preciable contribution. 

The argument that the en- 
ergy crisis has come about be- 
cause of financial constraints 
does not hold good. The tunds 
allocated for energy develop- 
‘menue fave aoe been sitived 
properly. Projects have not 








‘been completed on schedule. 
with the result that meir cost 
Nas gone up while they have re- 
mained unproductive. The 
Muitan refinery is a case in 
point. Had it come on stream. 
the nation would have saved 
300 million dollars annually 
which it is paying now for th 
import of deficit products. If 
the gas supplies had not been 
pushed up suddenly, we could 
have averted the fall in weil- 
head pressure. We now require 
compressors costing abour 250 
million doilars to raise the weil- 
head pressure. lf Pirkon and 
Dhodak fieids had been taken 
in hand earlier, the cost of their 
development would have been 
half of whar it would cost now. 
What is worse, the present in- 
creases in o11 and gas prices do 
not appear to be related to the 
Current energy crisis because 
the Government does not yet 
have a plan for improving the 
situation. The planning is sti! 
on the anvil. Although the Fi- 
nance Secretary has denied ir. 
the impression persists that the 
recent price increase has been 
effected in response to the 
pressure trom international fi- 
nancial agencies. While it may 
be so, what is important in the 
given circumstances is that a 
short-term energy plan is 
arawn up immediately to help 
the country tide over the pre- 
sent crisis. This should be 
linked with the long-term plan! 
which also needs to be drawn 
up ON an emergency basis. If 
matters are allowed to drag on 
as Defore, a worse crisis might 
be around the corner. ——" 
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Japan has offered to Pak- 
istan a complete Barge Mo- 
unted Power Station of 200 
MW which can be installed 
anywhere in the country in a 
built up condition. 

The total cost of the plant is 
reported ro be 25 billion yen plus 
the land based facilities which will 
cost $.45 billion yen. The total 
cost would thus be 33.45 billton 
yen equivabent to [34 mnllion dol- 
lars. 

The manufacturers of the plant 
claim that this cost is cheaper by 
S per cent than the cost of a con- 
ventional plant of rhe same capa- 
erty. 

Besides, the installation of the 
Barge Mounted Power Plant will 


take lesser time in comparison to 
the conventional plant. The sup 


pliers maintain thar this plam can 


be commissioned by them by 
March 1986 which i3 about a year 
earlier than a similar sized con- 
verrtional plant. 

The offer is now being consi- 
dered and much greund is rm 
ported tro have been covered. 
WAPDA has also gone through 
the details of the planr and has 
also discussed the project with 
the representatives of the suppliers. 
‘ Informed sources said thar final 
decision is yet to be taken but the 
proiect in the meantime, has also 
been referred to the Karachi Elec- 
tric Supply Corporaton (KESC) 
for consideration. 

The sources said thar the local 
authorniues and the representatives 
of the Japanese supplers have se- 
lected che site of the plant near 
Pipri. If the proposal goes thr- 
ough the plant will operate under 
the KESC. 

The plant will operate on fur- 
mace 0 


PAKISTAN 











PAKIS™ AN 


INDUSTRIES ASKED TO GIVE TWO DAYS OFF TO SAVE POWER 
Karachi DAWN in English 18 Jan 83 pl 


. EXE! Industria] units in the City will 
be asked to observe two-days off 
in a week to overcome the crisis 
of acute shortage in gas and elec- 
tricity supply. 

Accordmg to the offictal sources 

the gas and electricity distribution 

agencies are giving fimal touches 

to the plans and strategy for over- 

coming “pA crisis which is beng 
. mest acute. - 

The breed outlines for the pro 
posed strategy has already been 
decided at a meeting of the offr 
cials of gas and electricity distri- 
bution agencies held in Karachi 
on Jam 15 under the chairman- 
ship of Federa] Petroleum Secre- 
tary Mukhtar Masud. 

One of the proposals is to ask 
the industrial units m the @y to 
observe/one off-day in the week 
other than normal holiday observ 
ed on Friday. . 

The off-day will bé observed 
On Staggering basis for which the 
plans and starategy woul be fina- 
lised by the gas and electricity 
drstribution agencies in consulta- 
tion with the relevam trade bodies. 

The sources indicated the possi- 
bilty of involving Sind govern 
ment in the proposed plan which 
is expected to be finalised within 
ths week. 


Meanwhile, the gas y in 
the City continue to remain dis- 
turbeg and imturruptions were — 
ported from almost all parts of 
the City.—PPL 
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LL COMPLEX TO BE READY BY MID-1984 
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DAWN in English 19 Jan 83 p 9 


The Chairman of Pakistan Steel, 
Mr H.N. Akhtar, has indicated the 
possibility of cOmpietion of the m- 
tegrated stee! mills complex by the 
middle of next year. 

Addressing a Radio Press contfer- 
ence ne said the two vital compo- 
nent units — baller mills and steel 
making plunt — have been commis- 
sioned, while the coke Oven Dafttern 


number two and Dlast furnace 
number two are ready’ tor 


cOMMissioning. - 
Hot strip mill 


Another important unit, the hot 
strip mul, will be ready by the end 
of this vear, while the fast unit, the 
cold strip mills, wil! go iato produc 
non by middle of next year and 
mark the compienon ot the project. 

While che project involving over 
Rs 24.000 milion is approaching 
advanced stage of completion, et 
torts are underway to tindlise plans 
for downstreum projects of the 
Sceel Mills, he said. 


He said two downstream Pruyects 
Namely —slaug Dlocks and large-size 
JidMeler nave 
Deen sanctioned. 

Tne commissioning of the Didst 
furmmace number une, he pointed 
out, hus dlreudy 2iven tremendous 
Doost tO the toundries in the 
country, which are tiow absorbing 
4S much as 500.000 to 00,000 tons uf 
pig ifon every vear 

He made a4 particulag reterence 


Dipes — already 


to the Chinese-aided project of 
Heavy Forge and Foundry and 
Heavy Mechanical Compiex, wnich 
he pointed Out, were not working to 
capacity tll recently but Nave ce- 
ceived tremendous boust alter the 
commussioning of the Steel Mills 


Mr Akhtar said that a com- 
prenensive Mdrneting and pricing 
policy tor the sale of products ot 
Steel Mulis has also been finalised, 
in which the guiding principle is tu 
offer products at the landed cost of 
similar imoorted goods. 

Yet another principle of market- 
ing Way iO tier Steel Mills pre 
ducts at relatively lower pnces to 
those industries which would be 
export-oriented, he added. 

The steel billets of Steel Mills 
will have pirces higher than those 
being olfered by steel rerollers be- 
Detter 


tduse of Qudiitv and 


technology. » 
Power to KESC 


He said Steel Mills was providing 
electricity to the KESC, while it 
was using the allucated quota ot 26 
million cubic feet of gas daily for 
the operation ot two power genera 
tion units (110 Megawatr) out or 
which 70 Mepawuait is Suppucd fu 
KESC 

fie said the Steed Mill needed 13 
VIGD water and was xettuung 2 MGD 
OV recirculation. But it hud pro 


-ct + 


‘ ee | » re Lj, 
Vided one Gor MMe cost of riut 


Dam water supp heme. 
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POLITICAL PRISONER CLAIMS REFUTED--Over 100 lawyers of Karachi, in a signed 
statement yesterday, refuted the claim that there were only "a few political 
orisoners,'' in Pakistan and the detenus are not treatedc unfairly. The state- 
ment said, the number was much higher and the detenus were denied not only 
justice but other fundamental rights also. It particularly quoted the case 

t Mr Salahuddin Gandapur, President of the NSF (National Students Federation) 
Pakist an, who is in detention since February, 1982, in Haripur Central Jail, 
and is beiie denied permission to appear in the 2nd LL. B Examinationto be 
held in February, 1983, at Karachi. "We demand immediate release of all poli- 
tical detenus," the statement said. [Karachi DAWN in English 16 Jan 83 p 6] 
GREATER LAHORE PLAN PREPARED--LAHORE, Jan 14--The Punjab Government has pre- 
pared an infrastructure facilities expansion plan for extension of Lahore in 
the next three years as by 1986 this metropolitan city's population would be 
about 40 lakh. The town planners are preparing to face this challenge and 
planned to provide basic amenities to Lahorites keeping pace with population 
growth. An official spokesman said that half a million houses, 500 schools 
ind 100 high schools, 100 mother health centres, 1000 primary schools, 1/7 
llezges, two industrial estates would be required. Moreover, new roads 
would be constructed. At present, he added, there are 75,000 vehicles plying 
in Lahore city and 1.25 million people travel daily by public service vehi- 
cles. The spokesman said that the LDA also plans to construct a new town 
near Muridke to check the pressure of population on Multan Road and Ferozepur 


Road. [Karachi DAWN in English 15 Jan 83 p 4] 


INCOME TAX TARGET--The Member (Income Tax) in the Control Board of Revenue, 

“Mr Abdul Waheed, has expressed the hope of reaching the income tax collection 
target of Rs 8,400 million during the current fiscal year. Addressing local 
businessmen at Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry on Tuesday he said 
that out of the total income tax returns filed during this year the Income Tax 
Department will select 12,000 cases for detailed scrutiny this year. He said 
that about 30 per cent of the returns filed by tax payers were incomplete. In 
such cases, he said, the Department will issue two notices to the tax payers 
and if they fail to respond to both, the decision will be taken unilaterally. 
assured that processing of 90 per cent returns filed under Self-Assessment 
Scheme would be finalised by the end of this month. He said "Ushr" has al- 
ready been enforced on agricultural sector and Government could consider en- 
forcing tax on agriculture income at appropriate time. [Karachi DAWN in Eng- 
lish 14 Jan 83 p 10] 
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earnt. Mr Haroon attended a dinner hosted in his honour py other political 
eaders and exchanged views with several others present on the occasion. He 
iving tor Islamabad tomorrow. [Karachi DAWN in English 18 Jan 83 p 12] 


WOMEN'S UNIVERSITIES PLAN--ISLAMABAD, Jan 18--The University Grants Commis- 
sion has decided to revive its plan for three women's universities in the 
country and submit it again to the Federal Finance Ministry, informed sour- 
ces told Dawn. The Ministry of Finance had earlier last year declined to 
entertain a request for Rs one crore for the establishment of these univer- 
sities. The amount included Rs. 50 lakh for the current fiscal year and the 
remaining for the next fiscal. The refusal of the Finance Ministry to allo- 
cate the required amount had seriously jeopardised the plan for the creation 
of separate universities at Lahore, Karachi and Peshawar for women. It may 
be recalled that this plan was announced by the Government about three years 
ago with a lot of fanfare. On a directive from Government the UGC had final- 
ised a draft women university ordinance and submitted the same to the Minis- 
try ot Education for approval. [Karachi DAWN in English 19 Jan 83 p 1] 


LY GOODS PRICES UP--HYDERABAD, Jan 18--Prices of almost all articles of 

ily use in the local market including grocery stores, have risen by ten to 
per cent over the past one week following rise in petrol prices. The price 
ot bakery products, milk and milk products, eggs and chicken, fresh vegetables 
and onions as also desi sugar have gone up following rise in freight rates 
charge by private transporters. Meanwhile in Sukkur the price of charcoal, 
used as fuel in most homes and commercial eating houses has also gone up by 
ten to 20 per cent. Freight rates of charcoal to Karachi have also gone up. 
As a result many Karachi buyers are refusing to lift charcoal supplies, UPP 


(Karachi DAWN in English 19 Jan 83 p 4] 


SIGNED--A 2.49 million dollars contract for the sup- 
p | D O as field integration project has been signed with 
i South Korean firm, says a Press release of Sui Gas Transmission Company Lim- 
ited. Mr. F. K. Khilji Chairman of Sui Gas Transmission signed the contract 
with the representative of M/s Samsung Company Limited of South Korea. The 
Pirkoh project which involves construction of an 18-inch diameter, 74 kilo- 
meter long high pressure natural gas transmission pipeline from Pirkoh gas 
tield to SGTCS Sui-Karachi transmission system supply headers at Sui. The 
project involves a cost of Rs. 437.76 million of which the foreign exchange 
component of US dollars 25.20 million is being tinanced out of Asian Develop- 
t Bank loan. The project is scheduled for comletion by December 1983 and 
would initially make available additional quantitry of 4Ommcfd gas from Pir- 
Koh gas field which would ultimately increase to 120 mmcfd. [Karachi MORNING 
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NEWS in English 23 Jan 83 p 3] 


DUBAI GOODS FOR REFUGEES--ISLAMABAB .Jan 22--Another consignment of relief 
eoods tor Afghan refugees, donated by Sheikh Rashed bin Said Al-Makhtum, Ruler 
t Dubai and Vice-Presidentof the United Arab Emirates, is due to arrive here 


QO] 


tomorrow afternoon by a special plane. The five tons consignment include 
clothing, blankets and processed food. These relief goods have been donated 
through the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Three such 
consignments have already reached Islamabad from Dubai. [Karachi MORNING NEWS 
in English 38 Jan 83 p 8] 











LAW DEMANDED--LAHORE, Jan 18--Mr Mumtaz Bhutto a leader ot the de- 
inct Pakistan People's Party has demanded resoration of what he calls, rule 
, exercise of tair play and justice forall, but has categorically ruled 
it ore rt to any means by his party to achieve these objectives which could 
rdise the very integrity of the country. Talking to reporters on his 
rrival here in connection with condolence with Rana Shaukat Mehmud on the 
eat tf his mother, Mr Bhutto said that his party did not believe in the re- 
enzerul politics and would forgive the ones who committed excesses against 
ering t 1 question, Mr Mumtaz Bhutto said: "Yousuf Haroon seems to 
n some mission." He was talking of restoration of democracy which is an 
task. However, it he was able to do that it would be a great service 
the country and the nation. Mr Mumtaz Bhutto is expected to fly to Karachi 
t rrow. [Karachi DAWN in English 19 Jan 83 p 12] 
FADER CRITICIZES LAWYERS’ ARREST--LAHORE, Jan 18--Sheikh Mohammad Ratiq, a 
by eader and the convener of the Movement for Restoration o! Democracy (MRD), 
, tor the current month, has criticised the ban imposed by the Govern- 
the holding of lawyers’ convention at Mirpur and the arrest ot law- 
rs, at a recently held MRD meeting. Addressing a Press conterence here 
e said, the MRD has assured the lawyers of its full support in their 
struggle and added that only a representative government could cope with 
ises. Sheikh Ratiq said, MRD, through a resolution, has expressed its 
ar cern over the continued detention of MRD leaders and demanded their 
release. [Karachi DAWN in English 19 Jan 83 p 12] 
| 
SHOP CLOSING CRITICIZED--Pakistan aibour Organization, Karachi, nas 
d the decision to close shops and commercial establishments in the 
t >. 3 .m. ina Press statement to the Press, the Chairman ot! the 
ition, Mr. S.P. Lodhi, and the other office-bearers of PLO said that 
iffect trade and industry and ultimately the workin lass who might 
ys and will face unemployment. [Karachi DAWN in English 19 Jan 83 p 
) A ANT] RPRISED--The wife ind CNniladre! )} LU] i nu i] . 
secretary-yeneral of the defunct Pakistan People's Party, have left 
I eden. During President Gen. Ziaul Haq's recent visit to the United 
{ n nada, the PPP Secretary-general tried (unsucce li : 
-e demonstrations against the president in almost every city that the 
ent Slted. The members of the president' irty wet ¢ displeasec 
these ¢ rts of Dr 1iulam Hussain. Inspite of this, en his wite a Lt 
ernment fo1 yin ibroad, the authorities di t re liate 1 
) ere 10 ODStruction, and allowed his wife to O abroad. ga relies 
Ck essed surprise at this warm-hearted gesture by the authorities. 
iiLpindi HURMAT in Urdu 13 Jan 83 + | 
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SSLAN HELP IN OIL SEARCH--Search for oil is in full swing in Pakistan and 
Ministry of Petroleum is trying its best to find deposits which can lead 
ikistan to self-sufficiency in oil. But certain circles have expressed 
ncern over the fact that for the digging of oil wells, rigs are imported 
America. The American rigs are very expensive, costing about 120 

million rupees each. They are puzzled as to why Russian rings are not 

ought for this purpose, which cost about 50 million rupees each. In 

iddition, Russia is willing to extend loans for oil search on favorable 
rms. Not only are the American rigs expensive, the salaries of the 

American advisers and technicians accompanying, them are sky-high as compared 

to the salaries of Russian advisers and technicians. [Text] [Rawalpindi 

HURMAT in Urdu 20 Jan 83 p 4] 
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